Library Connection
Volume 3, Issue 8,
May 2016
Even though numerous communities had been independently
celebrating Memorial Day for years, in 1966, the federal
government declared Waterloo, New York the official
birthplace of Memorial Day. Waterloo first celebrated the
holiday on May 5, 1866.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Bill Jamerson, and was published in the April 16th
edition of the Columbus Telegram.
Michigan based author Bill Jamerson will present a music and storytelling
program about the Civilian Conservation Corps at the Columbus Public Library
on Wednesday, May 18th at 6 pm. The program is free and open to the public.
Refreshments will be served.
Dressed in uniform, Jamerson’s presentation includes reading excerpts from
his novel, telling stories, showing a video clip from his PBS film and performing
original songs with his guitar. The CCC helped dozens of farmers in Platte
County during The Great Depression by terracing hills, planting wind breaks,
digging ponds, repairing gullies, putting up fencing and implementing soil
erosion control projects.
It's a nostalgic program with songs, much laughter and many heartfelt stories.
He has performed at CCC reunions around the country and at dozens of CCCbuilt national and state parks. The program is as entertaining as it is important;
as honest as it is fun. It's about people both ordinary and extraordinary, with
stories of strength, wit and charm.
The Civilian Conservation Corps was a federal works program created by
President Franklin Roosevelt in the heart of The Great Depression. During its
nine year run beginning in 1933, over 30,000 young men were employed in
Nebraska. There was an average of 16 camps in operation for each year. The
enrollees were paid $1 a day with $25 sent home to their families each month.
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The money put food on the table for the families back home. Over 34 million
dollars was paid out in the state during the length of the program. There was a
CCC camp that opened on April 19, 1935 one mile northwest of David
City. The men came into town on weekends.
In Nebraska the CCC was active in soil erosion control projects, building check
dams, creating diversion ditches, and educating farmers about crop rotation,
strip farming and fertilizer methods. The CCC built over a thousand miles of
roads, erected hundreds of miles of telephone poles, planted the Nebraska
National Forest, developed wildlife facilities and built Scotts Bluff National
Monument and Ponca State Park. The camps not only revitalized Nebraska's
natural resources but also turned the enrollees into men by giving them
discipline and teaching them work skills.
Jamerson's book, “Big Shoulders” is a historical novel that follows a year in
the life of a seventeen-year-old youth from Detroit who enlisted in the CCC in
1937. He joins two hundred other young men at a work camp in Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula. It is a coming-of-age story of an angry teenager who faces
the rigors of hard work, learning to cope with a difficult sergeant and fending off
a bully.
Some of the songs Jamerson performs with his guitar include “Franklin D.”,
written by an appreciative CCC Boy. “Chowtime” is a fun look at the camp food
while “City Slicker” tells of the mischief the men got themselves into with wild
animals. “Wood Tick” is a song about the nicknames locals gave to the
enrollees and “Tree Plantin’, Fire Fightin’ Blues” is about the hardships of work
out in the woods. The folk songs range from heartwarming ballads to foot
stomping jigs.
Along with a novel and CD of songs on the CCC, Jamerson has produced a
PBS film, “Camp Forgotten”. A question and answer period and book signing
will follow his presentation. People who had family in the C’s are encouraged
to attend and to bring photo albums and CCC memorabilia. For more
information please call the library at 564-7116 or visit Jamerson's website at:
billjamerson.com.
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The third annual Columbus Big Give is gearing up for what hopes to be
another successful fundraising event. Last year, area donors gave over
$59,000 to local nonprofit organizations. The Columbus Big Give is a 24hour time of giving where Columbus area supporters are invited to give
back to their favorite local charities and help them earn valuable
matching funds. The Columbus Library Foundation is one of the 37
registered organizations participating this year.
The goal of this community-wide giving event is to match Columbus area supporters’ passions and
generosity with local nonprofit organizations already doing great work. Through the combined participation of all people who love and care about the Columbus area, we can significantly impact the future
of our beloved community.
Columbus Big Give will run from midnight to midnight on Thursday, May 19th 2016.Donors can visit
columbusbiggive.org and make online contributions. They can also stop by one of the giving stations
listed at columbusbiggive.org, including Super Saver, Hy-Vee, Columbus Physical Therapy and Walmart.

Calendar Connection
Find more at www.columbusne.us/library

Columbus Public Library will be closed on
Sunday, May 29th and Monday, May 30th in
observance of Memorial
Day. We will re-open on
Tuesday, May 31st at 9:30
a.m.

Calendar Connection
It is almost the end of May and you know what that
means...summer reading program registration! This
year’s theme revolves around being active and
staying active, both for your body and mind. Kelli,
Brad, and Rachelle have all been working very hard
for months to schedule entertaining guest speakers and fun programs which will appeal to kids
and adults of all ages. The Children’s Program will
have movies on Mondays, speakers on Tuesdays,
CPL Pit Crew on Wednesdays, and Story Time on
Thursdays.
The Teen program will have weekly anytime
activities, and various events on Wednesdays
and Thursdays. Our Adult Program will have a
poetry contest and monthly speakers. Summer
Reading Registration begins May 31st.
This week marks our last week of regular
programming so Mr. H can finish putting
on the final touches for the 2016 Summer
Reading Program! We will also have our
last raffle for a book on May 25th for kids
participating in the Word Warriors
program so make sure to enter the rest of
your tickets.
Story Time
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
May 12th– Summer

The Teen Space is gearing up for
another fun-filled summer reading
program. To get young adults excited
for it, Rachelle is throwing a Summer
Send-Off Party. There will be a photo
booth, games, music, and many more
surprises. The fun begins at 3:00 p.m.
this Wednesday,
May 11th.

Your Columbus Public Library
Columbus Public Library is seeking a student intern for 100 hours of work to be
completed between May and November of 2016. Hours can be determined based on
the student’s schedule. This is a paid internship, earning $10 per hour. The intern
must be over the age of 16 and interested in library work. If
this sounds like something you or someone you know would
like to check out, please go to www.columbusne.us and
click on the light blue “Employment” box in the middle of
the page. A list of the job responsibilities, requirements, and
a downloadable application can be found there. The last day
to apply will be Tuesday, May 24th.

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
The Last Mile– David Baldacci

The Murder of Mary Russell– Laurie R. King

The 14th Colony– Steve Berry

Reunion Pass– Emily March

In the Labyrinth of Drakes– Marie Brennan

Titans– Leila Meacham

Which Way Home?- Linda Byler

Hope in the Land– Olivia Newport

What We Find– Robyn Carr

‘Til Death Do Us Part– Amanda Quick

As Time Goes By– Mary Higgins Clark

The Obsession– Nora Roberts

Exposure– Helen Dunmore

Miss Julia Inherits a Mess– Ann B. Ross

Taking Fire– Cindy Gerard

Most Wanted– Lisa Scottoline

The Ancient Minstrel– Jim Harrison

The Queen’s Poisoner– Jeff Wheeler

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Bruce Coville– May 16, 1950
Jodi Picoult– May 19, 1966
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle– May 22, 1859
Scott O’Dell– May 23, 1898
Tony Hillerman– May 27, 1925

137 years later, Memorial Day remains one of
America's most cherished patriotic observances.
The spirit of this day has not changed - it remains
a day to honor those who died defending our
freedom and democracy– Doc Hastings

