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Even though numerous communities had been independently 

celebrating Memorial Day for years, in 1966, the federal  

government declared Waterloo, New York the official  

birthplace of Memorial Day. Waterloo first celebrated the  

holiday on May 5, 1866.  

This article was written by Bill Jamerson, and was published in the April 16th 

edition of the Columbus Telegram.  

Michigan based author Bill Jamerson will present a music and storytelling  
program about the Civilian Conservation Corps at the Columbus Public Library 
on Wednesday, May 18th at 6 pm. The program is free and open to the public. 
Refreshments will be served. 
Dressed in uniform, Jamersonôs presentation includes reading excerpts from 
his novel, telling stories, showing a video clip from his PBS film and performing 
original songs with his guitar. The CCC helped dozens of farmers in Platte 
County during The Great Depression by terracing hills, planting wind breaks, 
digging ponds, repairing gullies, putting up fencing and implementing soil  
erosion control projects. 
It's a nostalgic program with songs, much laughter and many heartfelt stories. 
He has performed at CCC reunions around the country and at dozens of CCC-
built national and state parks. The program is as entertaining as it is important; 
as honest as it is fun. It's about people both ordinary and extraordinary, with 
stories of strength, wit and charm. 
The Civilian Conservation Corps was a federal works program created by 
President Franklin Roosevelt in the heart of The Great Depression. During its 
nine year run beginning in 1933, over 30,000 young men were employed in 
Nebraska. There was an average of 16 camps in operation for each year. The 
enrollees were paid $1 a day with $25 sent home to their families each month. 



The money put food on the table for the families back home. Over 34 million 

dollars was paid out in the state during the length of the program. There was a 

CCC camp that opened on April 19, 1935 one mile northwest of David 

City. The men came into town on weekends. 

In Nebraska the CCC was active in soil erosion control projects, building check 

dams, creating diversion ditches, and educating farmers about crop rotation, 

strip farming and fertilizer methods. The CCC built over a thousand miles of 

roads, erected hundreds of miles of telephone poles, planted the Nebraska  

National Forest, developed wildlife facilities and built Scotts Bluff National  

Monument and Ponca State Park. The camps not only revitalized Nebraska's 

natural resources but also turned the enrollees into men by giving them  

discipline and teaching them work skills. 

 Jamerson's book, ñBig Shouldersò is a historical novel that follows a year in 

the life of a seventeen-year-old youth from Detroit who enlisted in the CCC in 

1937. He joins two hundred other young men at a work camp in Michiganôs  

Upper Peninsula. It is a coming-of-age story of an angry teenager who faces 

the rigors of hard work, learning to cope with a difficult sergeant and fending off 

a bully. 

Some of the songs Jamerson performs with his guitar include ñFranklin D.ò, 

written by an appreciative CCC Boy. ñChowtimeò is a fun look at the camp food 

while ñCity Slickerò tells of the mischief the men got themselves into with wild 

animals. ñWood Tickò is a song about the nicknames locals gave to the  

enrollees and ñTree Plantinô, Fire Fightinô Bluesò is about the hardships of work 

out in the woods. The folk songs range from heartwarming ballads to foot 

stomping jigs. 

 Along with a novel and CD of songs on the CCC, Jamerson has produced a 

PBS film, ñCamp Forgottenò. A question and answer period and book signing 

will follow his presentation. People who had family in the Côs are encouraged 

to attend and to bring photo albums and CCC memorabilia. For more  

information please call the library at 564-7116 or visit Jamerson's website at: 

billjamerson.comΦ   

 



/ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ 
CƛƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǘ ǿǿǿΦŎƻƭǳƳōǳǎƴŜΦǳǎκƭƛōǊŀǊȅ 

¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ .ƛƎ DƛǾŜ ƛǎ ƎŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƘƻǇŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀǊŜŀ ŘƻƴƻǊǎ ƎŀǾŜ ƻǾŜǊ 

ϷрфΣллл ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƴƻƴǇǊƻŬǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ .ƛƎ DƛǾŜ ƛǎ ŀ нп-

ƘƻǳǊ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ 

ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘŀǊƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳ ŜŀǊƴ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ 

ƳŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ от  

ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ-ǿƛŘŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŀǘŎƘ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎΩ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ  

ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƴƻƴǇǊƻŬǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ǇŀǊǝŎƛπ

Ǉŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 

ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 

/ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ .ƛƎ DƛǾŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ǌǳƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƳƛŘƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƳƛŘƴƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ мфǘƘ нлмсΦ5ƻƴƻǊǎ Ŏŀƴ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 

ŎƻƭǳƳōǳǎōƛƎƎƛǾŜΦƻǊƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘƻǇ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǝƻƴǎ 

ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ŎƻƭǳƳōǳǎōƛƎƎƛǾŜΦƻǊƎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ {ǳǇŜǊ {ŀǾŜǊΣ Iȅ-±ŜŜΣ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ¢ƘŜǊŀǇȅ ŀƴŘ ²ŀƭƳŀǊǘΦ 

  

http://columbusbiggive.org/


/ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ 
CƛƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǘ ǿǿǿΦŎƻƭǳƳōǳǎƴŜΦǳǎκƭƛōǊŀǊȅ 

Columbus Public Library will be closed on  

Sunday, May 29th and Monday, May 30th in  

observance of Memorial 

Day. We will re -open on 

Tuesday, May 31st at 9:30 

a.m.  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=memorial+day&view=detailv2&&id=A4E707B93760AD4A0D19030015246979266FCA4B&selectedIndex=0&ccid=UPaIEBG4&simid=608041669297900297&thid=OIP.M50f6881011b803b2faf1e182e94a73fbH0


   ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ƳŀǊƪǎ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ǎƻ aǊΦ I Ŏŀƴ ŬƴƛǎƘ ǇǳǩƴƎ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ ǘƻǳŎƘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлмс {ǳƳƳŜǊ 

wŜŀŘƛƴƎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΗ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ 

ƭŀǎǘ ǊŀƉŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ƻƴ aŀȅ нрǘƘ ŦƻǊ ƪƛŘǎ 

ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ²ŀǊǊƛƻǊǎ  

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ 

ȅƻǳǊ ǝŎƪŜǘǎΦ  

                          {ǘƻǊȅ ¢ƛƳŜ                                                                                           

   млΥол ŀΦƳΦ-bƻƻƴ ϧ мΥол ǇΦƳΦ-оΥлл ǇΦƳΦ        

                    aŀȅ мнǘƘς {ǳƳƳŜǊ                                       

/ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ 

 Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ aŀȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƳŜŀƴǎΦΦΦǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǊŜǾƻƭǾŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀŎǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ  

ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ŀŎǝǾŜΣ ōƻǘƘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘΦ YŜƭƭƛΣ 

.ǊŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ wŀŎƘŜƭƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘ 

ŦƻǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǘƻ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪπ

ŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƻ ƪƛŘǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ 

ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǾƛŜǎ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅǎΣ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎΣ 

/t[ tƛǘ /ǊŜǿ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ {ǘƻǊȅ ¢ƛƳŜ ƻƴ 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ŜŜƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ŀƴȅǝƳŜ 

ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ 

ŀƴŘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎΦ hǳǊ !Řǳƭǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 

ǇƻŜǘǊȅ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΦ {ǳƳƳŜǊ 

wŜŀŘƛƴƎ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ōŜƎƛƴǎ aŀȅ омǎǘΦ  

   ¢ƘŜ ¢ŜŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜ ƛǎ ƎŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ  

ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ Ŧǳƴ-ŬƭƭŜŘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ  

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢ƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ 

ŦƻǊ ƛǘΣ wŀŎƘŜƭƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƘǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ {ǳƳƳŜǊ 

{ŜƴŘ-hũ tŀǊǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻ 

ōƻƻǘƘΣ ƎŀƳŜǎΣ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ 

ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŧǳƴ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀǘ оΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 

ǘƘƛǎ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ 

aŀȅ ммǘƘΦ  


