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The first time Labor Day was celebrated in the
United States was on Tuesday, September 5,
1882 in New York City in accordance with the
plans of the Central Labor Union.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Library Director Drew Brookhart, and was published
in the August 27th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
Over the Columbus Days weekend members of the Library Board and Columbus Library Foundation Board were available in Frankfort Square to answer
questions about the Library/Cultural Arts Center project. It was inspiring to
hear people offer their heartfelt support for the project. All of the feedback was
positive and people of all ages expressed excitement for the new facility.
There were a lot of great questions about future programs and services, the
design of the building, and the future of libraries. I will address the two most
asked questions of the weekend here for those of you who may be wondering.
Where will the Library/Cultural Arts Center be located?
The Library/Cultural Arts Center will be on 14th Street between 23rd and 24th
Avenues, two blocks east of Columbus Public Library’s current location. The
Library/Cultural Arts Center will be located on the north side of 14th Street and
parking for the facility will be just across the street to the south.
When will we build the Library/Cultural Arts Center?
Construction on the Library/Cultural Arts Center could begin as early as spring
2017 but there is still a lot of work to be done. A construction company was
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hired on August 15th to provide our community with a guaranteed maximum
price for the Library/Cultural Arts Center project. The current project timeline
calls for the project price to be identified soon after the first of the year. With a
guaranteed maximum price established, voters will be asked to give final
authorization on the public funds for the project. Construction could begin soon
after a successful vote. Everyone involved is taking a cautious and thoughtful
approach to ensure the Library/Cultural Arts Center meets the community’s
needs and expectations.
For the project to move forward it is also very important for individuals,
families, and businesses to continue to contribute financially. There are still
matching grant dollars available for the Library/Cultural Arts Center. While
available, matching grant funds add 50% more impact and recognition to every
gift. This is an unprecedented opportunity to reinvest in the community, receive
prominent recognition, and make a lasting difference. Columbus and Platte
County have been enormous library supporters. In the last four years over
1,000 individuals, families, and businesses have given generously to the
Columbus Public Library. Beyond financial gifts, many thousands of hours of
thoughtful volunteer work have been contributed to the library. Most recently
volunteers have helped make the library book sale, the Columbus Days
parade, and the Columbus Day’s information booth a success.
While the future of the Library/Cultural Arts Center project is exciting; there are
also a lot of great things happening at Columbus Public Library now. With
school starting and a touch of fall in the air Columbus Public Library is refocusing on story time, weekend and evening children’s programming, after school
events for middle and high school students, and adult programming. Columbus
Public Library also offers programs for the whole family; on Saturday, September 10th Charlotte Endorf with Nebraska Humanities will be performing as
Annie Oakley. The program will be held in the library’s auditorium at 2pm and
is completely free. This coming year will bring new and exciting opportunities
as the Columbus Public Library develops a Maker Space. The Maker Space
will be a place to experiment with robotics, 3D printing, software, virtual reality
technology, drones and more. Columbus Public Library continues to move
forward with information services, programming, and opportunities to connect
with new ideas. Thank you to the community for continuing to support all of the
great things happening at your library.

Calendar Connection

Charlotte Endorf is coming to Columbus Public Library on Saturday,
September 10th at 2:00 PM, dressed as Annie Oakley. Charlotte will tell us
all about the life and legacy of Annie Oakley. Oakley was described as the
“greatest woman rifle shot”. A star attraction of Buffalo Bill’s Wild West
Show, she thrilled audiences around the world with her daring shooting
feats. A champion in a man’s sport, she changed ideas
about the abilities of women in the 19th
century. Her fame and fortune came
from her skill with guns. Charlotte’s
presentation dispels myths to reveal the
real Annie. We are looking forward to
hearing all about the life and legacy of
Annie Oakley. Please join the fun! Admission is free and
no registration is required.

Calendar Connection
With school in session, the Teen Space is becoming one of the busiest areas in the
library during the afternoons, especially on Wednesdays when Columbus Middle
School dismisses early. Young adults are welcome to come up and hang out with
friends, use one of our quiet study spaces to do homework,
make a craft, try out some new technology gadgets, or play
board games and brain-teasers. Check out the calendar
below for what’s happening the first half of September.
September 7th: Snacks will be provided
September 14th: Snacks will be provided
Children’s programming will be starting up again in September.
Returning this year are the always popular Story Time and
StoryArt held on Thursdays, Monday Night Book Adventures, and
the once a month Super Sensational Saturdays. Mr. H also holds a Homeschoolers’
StoryART one Friday a month. Beginning September 1st, CPL Word Warriors will
begin its 2nd year. Students in 2nd-5th grades are encouraged to read/listen to two
chapter books, audio books, or e-books a month. Once this goal is met, participants
complete a ticket to enter in a raffle at the end of each month to win a book of their
choice. Check out what is planned for the first two weeks of September.
Homeschoolers’ StoryART
9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.
September 2nd– Enchanted Fun with Princesses & Knights!
Story Time
StoryART
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
September 8th– Library Fun!
September 15th– Artful Expressions!
Monday Night Book Adventures
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
September 12th– Library Fun!

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
The Perfect Mistress– Victoria Alexander

A Dance With Dragons– George R.R. Martin

Overbite– Meg Cabot

Inside– Brenda Novak

Against All Enemies– Tom Clancy

Nowhere Near Respectable– Mary Jo Putney

Split Second– Catherine Coulter

Sunset Bridge– Emilie Richards

Escape– Barbara Delinsky

Justice– Karen Robards

The Silent Girl– Tess Gerritsen

The Reluctant Vampire– Lynsay Sands

Betrayal of Trust– J.A. Jance

Happy Birthday– Danielle Steel

When Passion Rules– Johanna Lindsey

Monument to Murder– Margaret Truman

Our monthly Tech Tuesday will be held on
September 13th from 6-8 p.m. on the first
floor of the East Wing. You are welcome to
bring your own electronic devices or just
explore the ones we have in the library for
patrons to use. This is a great opportunity to
ask any questions you have about our
online resources, or to learn tips to better
understand your own devices. Call 402-5647116 for more information. Ask for Karen,
Rachelle, or Melissa.

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Edgar Rice Burroughs– September 1, 1875
Joan Aiken– September 4, 1924
Ann Beattie– September 8, 1947
D. H. Lawrence– September 11, 1885
Agatha Christie– September 15, 1890
Our CPL Book Discussion Group selection for
September is “The Meaning of Names” by
Karen Gettart Shoemaker.
Set in 1918 in the farm country at the heart of
America, The Meaning of Names is the story of
an ordinary woman trying to raise a family during
extraordinary times. Estranged from her parents
because she married against their will, confronted
with violence and prejudice against her people,
and caught up in the midst of the worst plague
the world has ever seen, Gerda Vogel, an American of German descent, must find the strength to
keep her family safe from the effects of a war that
threatens to consume the whole world.
We will have our book discussion on Thursday,
September 29th at 7:00 p.m.
All labor that uplifts humanity has dignity and
importance and should be undertaken with
painstaking excellence– Martin Luther King Jr.

