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The first Columbus Day celebration took place in
1792, when New York’s Columbian Order, better
known as Tammany Hall, held an event to
commemorate the historic landing’s 300th
anniversary.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Library Board Member Melodee Pedersen, and was
published in the September 17th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
While anticipation continues to build about the proposed new Library/Cultural
Arts Center, an oft-heard question about one area of the new building’s design
is, “What is a makerspace?” I have to admit, this is an area that my family
and I are particularly excited about. Makerspaces are an exploding trend in
libraries. All across the country, interest in doing things yourself is growing, as
evidenced by the popularity of Pinterest and do-it-yourself television programming. Makerspaces can provide opportunities to learn old-school skills like
sewing and soldering or how to use new technology like 3D printers or laser
cutters. The bottom line is that a makerspace is a place where people can
come together to create something. The neat thing about makerspaces is that
they can be tailored to our community’s needs and interests.
Let me give you some examples of how people in other communities have
used their libraries’ makerspaces. In several cities across the country, 3D
printers in libraries have been used to print prosthetic hands or arms for
children. Riverside, California’s makerspace has a recording studio. Will the
next “Call Me Maybe” come out of Riverside? It’s possible! The Westport,
www.columbusne.us/library

402-564-7116

Connecticut public library has a patron that is using their makerspace to build
large wooden model airplanes. Other creations are coat racks made of dinosaur figures, art projects, iphone speakers, robots and more.
Makerspaces can also save people money. Say a small part breaks on your
dishwasher. Instead of sending away for that small part, or more likely, a
larger assembly, you could make your own replacement part with a 3D printer.
Omaha now has the “Do Space”, a huge makerspace funded by some of
Omaha’s leading philanthropists. On a recent visit there, I chatted with a
young woman using the laser cutter to create her own wedding invitations.
She said she was able to make them herself at about a fourth of the cost of
buying them.
This concept of providing technology and tools that people couldn’t easily
afford on their own to the public has even developed into a business. Five
years ago, Jim Newton, of Menlo Park, California opened TechShop, basically a
makerspace on steroids that offers access to hundreds of thousands of
dollars’ worth of tools like sand-blasting cabinets, milling machines, expensive
software and more. He now has four other locations and plans on opening
twenty more over the next three years. Some of the success stories that have
come from his business are Dodocase, makers of one of the most popular
ipad, iphone and Kindle covers; the Lightning Motorcycle, which can tow a
boat or trailer up to a thousand pounds; and Square, an electronic payment
device that allows users to accept credit card payments with their mobile
device. I have even seen these in action at the state fair.
In these days when technology tends to isolate us, it is encouraging to dream
about a space that will bring people together and be a hotbed of creativity.
What will you use the new makerspace for?

Calendar Connection

Banned Books Week– September 25th– October 1st
By focusing on efforts across the country to remove or restrict access to books,
Banned Books Week draws national attention to the harms of censorship. The books
featured during Banned Books Week have all been targeted with either removal or
restrictions in libraries and schools. While books have been and continue to be
banned, part of the Banned Books Week celebration is the
fact that, in a majority of cases, the books have remained
available. This happens only thanks to the efforts of librarians, teachers, students, and community members who
stand up and speak out for the freedom to read. Typically
held during the last week of September, it highlights the
value of free and open access to information. Banned
Books Week brings together the entire book community –
librarians, booksellers, publishers, journalists, teachers, and readers of all types – in
shared support of the freedom to seek and to express ideas, even those which some
consider unorthodox or unpopular.
Do you want to exercise your
brain or explore the adult
coloring craze? Then join us
in Room 210 on October 5th.
We will supply the colors,
colored pencils, markers,
books and puzzles. Drinks
will also be provided. All you
need to do is bring your
creativity and let your
imagination run wild!

Calendar Connection
The Teen Space is full of activity every day after school. Rachelle does a great job of
providing young adults with the opportunity to try out the newest robots and other
cool gadgets like LittleBits and MaKey MaKey. She has also ordered many great new
books for teens. Some to check out are: “Empire of Storms”
by Sarah J. Maas, “The Forgetting” by Sharon Cameron, and
“The Fever Code” by James Dashner.
Check out the schedule below for what we have planned
during the first half of October. Events begin at 3:00 p.m.
October 5th: Snacks will be provided
October 12th: Snacks will be provided
The Children’s Room is always a fun and happy place, but it is
even more so on Thursdays. That is when Mr. H has either
Story Time or StoryART. Kids have been enjoying listening to
stories and creating one-of-a-kind arts and crafts projects.
Check out what is in store for the first half of October.
Homeschoolers’ StoryART
9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.
October 7th– Halloween Fun
Story Time
StoryART
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
October 6th– Creative Counting
October 13th– Daring Dragons
Monday Night Book Adventures
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
October 10th– Cool Cats
Super Sensational Saturday
10:00 a.m.– Noon
October 8th– Halloween Festivities

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
Whitefern– V. C. Andrews

The Royal Nanny– Karen Harper

A Bee in Her Bonnet– Jennifer Beckstrand

Rise the Dark– Michael Koryta

Sting– Sandra Brown

Mrs. Lee and Mrs. Gray– Dorothy Love

The Christmas Angel Project– Melody Carlson

Crash and Burn– Fern Michaels

Insidious– Catherine Coulter

Always a Cowboy– Linda Lael Miller

Dark Matter– Blake Crouch

Forgive Me– Daniel Palmer

Magnolia Moonlight– Mary Ellis

Bullseye– James Patterson

An Unbroken Heart– Kathleen Fuller

Magic– Danielle Steel

The Loyal Heart– Shelley Shepard Gray

Fraying at the Edge– Cindy Woodsmall

Our monthly Tech Tuesday will be held on
October 11th from 6-8 p.m. on the first
floor of the East Wing. You are welcome to
bring your own electronic devices or just
explore the ones we have in the library for
patrons to use. This is a great opportunity
to ask any questions you have about our
online resources, or to learn tips to better
understand your own devices. Call 402-5647116 for more information. Ask for Karen,
Rachelle, or Melissa.

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Graham Greene– October 2, 1904
James Herriot– October 3, 1916
Clive Barker– October 5, 1952
Elmore Leonard– October 11, 1925
E.E. Cummings– October 14, 1894
Our CPL Book Discussion Group selection for
October is “The Chain: Farm, Factory, and the
Fate of Our Food” by Ted Genoways.
On the production line in American packinghouses, there is one cardinal rule: the chain never
slows. Every year, the chain conveyors that set the
pace of slaughter have continually accelerated to
keep up with America’s growing appetite for
processed meat. Acclaimed journalist Ted Genoways uses the story of Hormel Foods and soaring
recession-era demand for its most famous product, Spam, to probe the state of the meatpacking
industry, including the expansion of agribusiness
and the effects of immigrant labor on Middle
America.
The Chain is a mesmerizing story and an urgent
warning about the hidden cost of the food we
eat.
We will have our book discussion on Thursday,
October 27th at 7:00 p.m.

