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In 1968, the Uniform Holidays Bill was passed by Congress, which moved Veterans Day to the fourth Monday
in October. The law went into effect in 1971, but in 1975,
President Ford returned Veterans Day to November 11,
due to the important historical significance of the date.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by our Young Adult Librarian Rachelle McPhillips, and
will be published in the November 5th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
Columbus Public Library’s third annual event showcasing regional authors is fast
approaching. The Author Fair features area authors who are independently or selfpublished. These writers cover a variety of topics via fiction and nonfiction and are
excited to share their work with CPL visitors. Many of our authors will have copies of
their books for you to purchase and have graciously agreed to add their autographs.
Join us Saturday, November 12 at 2:00 p.m. to connect with these writers and
discover new reads. This event is free to the public and guests are welcome to enjoy
refreshments while visiting with all of our local authors in the art gallery in the
library’s lower level.
November is a fine time to feature these authors. It is National Novel Writing Month,
otherwise known as “NaNoWriMo.” Participants set a goal to write 50,000 words –
the approximate length of a novel – during the month of November. According to the
NaNoWriMo website (http://nanowrimo.org), during the month of November 2015,
“431,626 participants, including 80,137 students and educators in the Young Writers
Program, started the month as auto mechanics, out-of-work actors, and middle
school English teachers. They walked away novelists.”
Writers are always welcome to use the library’s comfortable seating and meeting
room spaces to work but we want to extend a special invitation to “Come Write In”
www.columbusne.us/library

402-564-7116

on Thursday, November 10 from 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Share your progress, swap
ideas, commiserate, and write alongside other writers during this event. Light
refreshments will be provided throughout the day. Also on November 10, from 7:00
p.m. to 8:00 p.m., join a local writing club for their November meeting.
The library has resources to help you on your writing journey. Sandra Scofield’s “The
Scene Book: A Primer for the Fiction Writer” covers the basics of scenes, their beats,
and focal points. Scofield explains useful skills for scene development and how to read
and evaluate scenes. Each section includes clear examples as well as writing exercises
to turn the readings into practical application.
For writers who are itching to tell their own story, check out Steve Zousmer’s “You
Don’t Have to Be Famous: How to Write Your Life Story.” Zousmer’s book starts with
encouragement to those looking to write an autobiography. On page 8 he discusses
writing as an amateur rather than a professional and that the amateur writer is one
who “may be as competent as a professional but is motivated by a love or passion for
the activity.” Throughout the rest of the book he offers assistance in organization,
rewriting, and what to do when the book is finished.
“Finding Your Voice: How to Put Personality in Your Writing” by Les Edgerton, “This
Year You Write Your Novel” by Walter Mosley, and “Handling the Truth: On the
Writing of Memoir” by Beth Kephart are a few other print resources CPL offers.
Find more writing tips in our Digital Library by searching our Ebscohost eBook
Collection to find “Creative Writing : How to Unlock Your Imagination, Develop Your
Writing Skills - and Get Published” by Adele Ramet, and “Awaken the Writer Within: A
Sourcebook for Releasing Your Creativity and Finding Your True Writer's Voice” by
Cathy Birch.

For more information about any of these programs and resources, visit the
library or call 402-564-7116.

Calendar Connection
Do you want to exercise your
brain or explore the adult
coloring craze? Then join us
in Room 210 on November
2nd. We will supply all the
tools you need, such as
colors, colored pencils,
markers, books and puzzles.
Drinks will also be provided.
All you need to do is bring
your creativity and let your
imagination run wild!
Since November is National Novel Writing Month, the
Columbus Public Library would like to invite all budding
authors in our community to our Come Write In program.
This event will be held on Thursday, November 10th from
1:00 PM-7:00 PM. NaNoWriMo encourages its participants to finish a 50,000 word novel by 11:59 PM on
November 30th, so our event would be a great opportunity to brainstorm and talk with other area writers. We
will serve light refreshments throughout the day. Afterwards, meet with members of a local writing group
during their monthly meeting from 7:00-8:00 PM.

Columbus Public
Library will be
closed on Friday,
November 11th
for Veterans Day.

We will reopen on
Saturday, November 12th at 10:00
AM.

Calendar Connection
Join us on Saturday, November 12th at
2:00 PM for our Author Fair. Over a dozen
authors from around Nebraska will have
booths set up in the art gallery space for
you to visit with them, and you will be
able to purchase signed copies of their
books. This will be a great opportunity to meet and talk to published
authors, and you can check out some new reads in both fiction and nonfiction. Keep in mind that Christmas will be here soon and books do make
great gifts! There will also be
treats for you to enjoy while you
browse. Check out Columbus
Public Library’s Facebook page
for details on all the
authors.
The library is partnering with the Downtown Business Association to bring
you the Downtown Christmas Stroll on Thursday, November 17th from
5:00-8:00 PM. The library will have a story walk inside the library this year.
You will receive a map at the door to show you which areas of the library
to go to so you can read the pages of Laura Ingalls
Wilder’s children’s picture book, “Christmas in the
Big Woods”. It has been beautifully illustrated by
Renee Graef to show what a pioneer Christmas was
like for Laura and her sisters in the middle of the
snowy Midwest. At each station there will be treats
or prizes. This would be a wonderful night to come
in out of the cold and experience a Christmas story
walk with your family.

Calendar Connection
The Teen Space continues to be a popular spot weekdays after school. Young adults
have a great time socializing with friends and checking out what’s new, from books
to gadgets and crafts. On Wednesday afternoons, Rachelle continues to have fun
activities available. Check out the schedule below for what we have planned during
the first half of November. Events begin at 3:00 p.m.
November 2nd: Snacks will be provided
November 9th: Snacks will be provided
November 16th: Veggie Monsters
Create your own hideously healthy monster!
Our children’s programs continue to excite and entertain all the little ones who come to the library. Mr. H
and Miss Peggy are always on the lookout for fun new
stories and crafts to keep young minds engaged. They
are also incorporating more early literacy and basic
skills into the programs. Check out the schedule below
to see what is in store the first half of November.
Homeschoolers’ StoryART
9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.
November 4th– Sharing is Caring
Story Time
StoryART
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
November 3rd– Feathered Barnyard Friends
November 10th– Sharing is Caring
Monday Night Book Adventures
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
November 14th– Happy Thanksgiving
Super Sensational Saturday
10:00 a.m.– Noon
November 12th– Thanksgiving Fun

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
Pushing Up Daisies– M.C. Beaton

Manitou Canyon– William Kent Krueger

The Jealous Kind– James Lee Burke

Presumption of Guilt– Archer Mayor

Home– Harlan Coben

Liar’s Key– Carla Neggers

Texas Tall– Janet Dailey

Blind Sight– Carol O’Connell

Curious Minds– Janet Evanovich

Commonwealth– Ann Patchett

Closed Casket– Sophie Hannah

Revenge in a Cold River– Anne Perry

Razor Girl– Carl Hiaasen

Apprentice in Death– J.D. Robb

An Obvious Fact– Craig Johnson

Rushing Waters– Danielle Steel

Dragonmark– Sherrilyn Kenyon

Smooth Operator– Stuart Woods

Our monthly Tech Tuesday will be held on
November 8th from 6-8 p.m. on the first
floor of the East Wing. You are welcome to
bring your own electronic devices or just
explore the ones we have in the library for
patrons to use. This is a great opportunity
to ask any questions you have about our
online resources, or to learn tips to better
understand your own devices. Call 402-5647116 for more information. Ask for Karen,
Rachelle, or Melissa.

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Thomas Mallon– November 2, 1951
Rafael A. Lafferty– November 7, 1914
Carl Sagan– November 9, 1934
Kurt Vonnegut– November 11, 1922
Robert Louis Stevenson– November 13, 1850
Our CPL Book Discussion Group selection for
November is “The Nightingale” by Kristin Hannah.
Despite their differences, sisters Vianne and Isabelle have always been close. Younger, bolder
Isabelle lives in Paris while Vianne is content with
life in the French countryside with her husband
Antoine and their daughter. But when the Second
World War strikes, Antoine is sent off to fight and
Vianne finds herself isolated so Isabelle is sent by
their father to help her.
As the war progresses, the sisters' relationship
and strength are tested. With life changing in
unbelievably horrific ways, Vianne and Isabelle
will find themselves facing frightening situations
and responding in ways they never thought
possible as bravery and resistance take different
forms in each of their actions.
We will have our book discussion on Thursday,
December 1st at 7:00 p.m.

