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Many European countries believed that both good and
evil spirits were active during the Twelve Days of
Christmas. These spirits eventually evolved into Santa’s
elves, especially under the influence of Clement C.
Moore’s “The Night Before Christmas”.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Young Adult Librarian Rachelle McPhillips, and will
be published in the December 17th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
With just two weeks left of 2016, the library is looking ahead, planning programs for
all ages. Our long-standing book discussion group leads the way with a suggested
reading list for the community for 2017.
The CPL Book Discussion Group meets eleven times each year at the library, usually
on the last Thursday of the month. The library offers multiple copies of each book
club selection for checkout. This group is free, relaxed, and fun.
Our first selection for the year is “Pioneer Girl: A True Story of Growing Up on the
Prairie” by Andrea Warren. This is a true story of a young girl from a homesteading
family in Nebraska. Warren’s telling of Grace McCance Snyder’s life was a Golden
Sower Nominee and garnered a starred review from School Library Journal.
A reviewer at Kirkus had this to say: “The voice of Grace echoes the spirit of the
pioneer families who settled the Midwest: ‘Most pioneer children did not know how
hard their lives were. They just did what had to be done.’”
Pick up a copy of “Pioneer Girl” and join us Thursday, January 26 at 7:00 p.m. to
discuss this acclaimed book set right here in Nebraska.
On February 23 the group will discuss, “Before I Go to Sleep” by S.J. Watson. This
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best-selling novel is about a woman who wakes up each morning having forgotten
everything. She spends her day putting together the pieces of her life, trying to figure
out who she is. Readers of this thriller describe this novel as “mesmerizing,” “chilling,”
and “unsettling.” This is a recommended title for readers who liked “The Girl on the
Train” by Paula Hawkins and “Gone Girl” by Gillian Flynn.
Join us on March 30 to talk about “Lafayette in the Somewhat United States” by
Sarah Vowell. Here the author follows General Lafayette’s involvement in the American Revolutionary War. Vowell’s coverage of this subject earned a lot of praise and
positive reviews, including Library Journal’s verdict: “Vowell's lively, droll style will
attract readers to this cleverly crafted, well-researched book. It is especially recommended to those who are convinced that history is dry.”
In April we’ll continue our exploration of history with “Bridge of Spies: A True Story
of the Cold War” by Giles Whittell. “People of the Book” by Geraldine Brooks is our
return to fiction reading in May, and we take a look at the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair
in Erik Larson’s “Devil in the White City” in June.
Other titles the book club will discuss this year include the One Book, One Nebraska
2017 title, “Black Elk Speaks” by John G. Neihardt. Later we will read “The Lake
House” by Kate Morton, “All the Light We Cannot See” by Anthony Doerr,
“Neverwhere” by Neil Gaiman, and “Loving Frank: A Novel” by Nancy Horan.
Book club books are made available each month at the front desk. A complete list
can be found at http://columbusne.us/index.aspx?nid=154. If you have questions
about the book club, please call me at 402-562-4201 or email me at
rmcphil@columbusne.us.

Calendar Connection

Calendar Connection

Rachelle has come up with an awesome holiday event for young adults
to bring the year to a close.
December 21st: “Gingerbread” Houses
Crafty and yummy! Sign up on the registration sheet outside
Rachelle’s office
Also, check out one of these great new reads arriving this month:
“Spindle”- E.K. Johnston
“Rebellion”- Kass Morgan
“Take the Key and Lock Her Up”- Ally Carter
“The Secret of a Heart Note”- Stacey Lee

The Children’s Room has been full of holiday stories and
art projects the last few weeks. Kids have enjoyed decorating sugar cookies, making snowmen, and creating
glittery snowflake ornaments. After this Thursday’s
Story Time, there will be a short break before the
children’s events start back up for 2017. You can continue to bring your children to
the library for books, DVD’s and play time on the computers and iPads. For kids in
2nd-5th grades, there will be a book raffle on December 28th for our Word Warriors
program, so keep reading and entering your tickets.
Story Time
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
December 15th– Merry Christmas!

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
The Twenty-Three– Linwood Barclay

Serious Sweet– A.L. Kennedy

Hester Takes Charge– Linda Byler

Order to Kill– Kyle Mills

Night School– Lee Child

Cross the Line– James Patterson

Christmas On My Mind– Janet Dailey

How Secrets Die– Marta Perry

The 7th Canon– Robert Dugoni

The Bone Collection– Kathy Reichs

Wicked– Joanne Fluke

Saving Jake– Sharon Sala

Darkest Journey– Heather Graham

Immortal Nights– Lynsay Sands

Crimson Death– Laurell K. Hamilton

A Very Jaguar Christmas– Terry Spear

Faithful– Alice Hoffman

Driftwood Point– Mariah Stewart

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Arthur C. Clarke– December 16,1917
Mary Higgins Clark– December 24, 1927
Andy McNab– December 28, 1959
Mercer Mayer– December 30, 1943
One of the most glorious messes in the
world is the mess created in the living
room on Christmas day– Andy Rooney

