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Following President George Washington’s death in
1799, his February 22nd birthday became a perennial
day of remembrance. Senator Steven Wallace Dorsey
of Arkansas was the first to propose the date be made
into a federal holiday, and in 1879 President Rutherford B. Hayes signed it into law. The holiday initially
only applied to the District of Columbia, but in 1885 it
was expanded to the whole country.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Library Director Drew Brookhart, and was published
in the February 11th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
Last Monday the Columbus City Council approved moving the Columbus
Library/Cultural Arts Center project forward for a third vote on April 11th,
2017. It is very important that people know the April 11th ballot question is
not asking for new or additional tax funding for the Library/Cultural Arts
Center. Last spring Columbus voters approved the renewal of the half-cent
sales tax to fund both the Library/Cultural Arts Center project and public
safety facilities. The half-cent sales tax was approved on May 10th, 2016 and
is already being collected.
The financing for the Library/Cultural Arts Center project is unique for a
public project. The Library/Cultural Arts Center project will be voted on three
times. The first allowed the library to begin planning and design for the facility. The second renewed the funding mechanism for the project by maintaining
the current level of sales tax in Columbus. That second vote also named the
Library/Cultural Arts Center and public safety projects as the recipients of the
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half-cent sales tax. The third vote, scheduled for April 11th, 2017, will allow
the funds from the already approved half-cent sales tax to be used for the
Library/Cultural Arts Center project. The question will ask voters to approve up
to $8.5 million dollars of bonds. The half-cent sales tax will be used to repay
those bonds. The half-cent sales tax generates roughly $2 million every 12
months.
The Library/Cultural Arts Center design has been built on community input.
Through the town hall meetings, focus groups, open houses, committees, and
City Council meetings Columbus has arrived at a project that will meet its long
term needs. If voters approve the $8.5 million of public funds on April 11th,
they will be combined with donations, grant funds, and gifts to create a $16
million dollar facility in downtown Columbus. The community’s priorities were
identified as a multi-function, multi-purpose building with space for events in a
medium sized auditorium style space, a visual arts gallery, and a 21st century
library. The library space will provide the community with room to grow
collections and services for 25 years.
The City of Columbus has a lot of priorities and a lot of needs. It is important
that the Library/Cultural Arts Center fit financially with the needs of the whole
community. The borrowing of $8.5 million for the Library/Cultural Arts Center
and its repayment by the half-cent sales tax do not endanger public safety
improvements for Columbus. The half-cent sales tax makes it possible to fund
police and fire improvements and the library. If you have questions about the
April 11th ballot question or the Library/Cultural Arts Center project please
contact Library Director Drew Brookhart. Drew.Brookhart@Columbusne.us

Calendar Connection
Steve Tamayo, a traditional Sicangu Lakota artist, is
coming Saturday, February 18th at 2:00 PM to the
Columbus Library Art Gallery to talk about the 4 Tribes
of Nebraska. He earned his BFA in Fine Arts from Sinte
Gleska University and has developed and taught a
curriculum of Traditional Arts for their Lakota Studies
Department. Tamayo has worked with the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian in their
collections management and conservation team to
help preserve the material culture of the Indian People.
Steve will bring Native artifacts that he has
created, and his grandsons will demonstrate
the song and dance of the Indian People.
Bring your friends and family to learn about
our heritage. This program is sponsored by
the Friends of the Library.
Do you want to exercise your
brain or explore the adult
coloring craze? Then join us
at 7:00 PM in Room 210 on
March 1st. We will supply all
the tools you need, such as
colors, colored pencils, markers, books and puzzles.
Drinks will also be provided.
All you need to do is bring
your creativity and let your
imagination run wild!

Calendar Connection

The Teen Space has something for you to enjoy every day! Hang out with friends,
check out a book (some suggestions below), use a computer or iPad, or take advantage
of our free WiFi. If you’re feeling crafty, check out one of our DIY craft kits and make
something special for yourself or a friend. That’s not all! Try out Sphero, Ozobot, or
LittleBits. If you are thinking ahead to college, prep for the ACT for free with your
library card! Ask Rachelle for access to the Testing & Education
Reference Center.
February 22nd at 3:00 PM: Snacks will be provided
Fall in love with these new books:
The Wish Granter by C.J. Redwine
We Are Okay by Nina LeCour
King’s Cage by Victoria Aveyard

Crazy Messy Beautiful by Carrie Arcos
Dare You by Jennifer Brown
Velocity by Chris Wooding

Calendar Connection

There never seems to be a dull moment in the
Children’s Room! Kids have enjoyed decorating sugar
cookies, playing games at a winter carnival, and
painting a goose with a Q-Tip. We have more great
programs coming up during the last half of February.
Also, kids participating in our Word Warriors program
will be eligible to win a new book during our book raffle on February 22nd, so keep
reading and entering your tickets!
StoryART
StoryTime
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
February 16th– Popular Authors
February 23rd– Bedtime/Naptime
Monday Night Book Adventures
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
February 27th– Sharing
Fiesta de Cuentos en Espanol/Spanish Storybook Party
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
February 21st– Fairy Tale Festivities

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
The Beautiful Dead– Belinda Bauer

Lord of the Privateers– Stephanie Laurens

Catching Heat– Janice Cantore

The Chemist– Stephenie Meyer

The Spy: a novel– Paulo Coelho

Ruler of the Night– David Morrell

Bridget Jones’s Baby– Helen Fielding

Never Never– James Patterson

The Rising– Heather Graham

Swing Time– Zadie Smith

Curtain of Death– W.E.B. Griffin

Pirate Utopia– Bruce Sterling

Forever Safe– Jody Hedlund

Ring of Fire– Brad Taylor

The Nowhere Man– Gregg Hurwitz

Black Wave– Michelle Tea

For the Record– Regina Jennings

Below the Belt– Stuart Woods

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Margaret Truman– February 17, 1924
Amy Tan– February 19, 1952
John Sandford– February 23, 1944
Elizabeth George– February 26, 1949
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow– February 27, 1807
We must dare to be great; and we must realize
that greatness is the fruit of toil and sacrifice
and high courage– Teddy Roosevelt

