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The Japanese word ’tsundoku’ is the
act of acquiring reading materials
but letting them pile up in one’s
home without reading them.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Reference Librarian Karen Connell, and was
published in the February 25th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
On Saturday, March 4 at 2 PM Jim Reisdorff is coming to the Columbus
Public Library to tell us about a man who wrecked trains for fun. This Western
Railroad History program appeals to most everyone’s suppressed desire to
witness something destructive! Between 1896 and 1932, Iowa native Joseph
S. Connolly staged more than 70 head-on train wrecks before large thrillseeking audiences at state fairs and other public events nationwide. Known as
"Head-On Joe," Connolly boasted that he destroyed 146 old steam locomotives during these collisions and never had anyone injured in the process.
Based on the book that he wrote about these man-made calamities, “The Man
Who Wrecked 146 Locomotives,” Reisdorff tells about both the career of this
professional train wrecker and the techniques that he used to stage a train
wreck for public entertainment. Come see actual footage of these events and
enjoy some refreshments!
Reisdorff will have copies of his book for sale following his presentation, and
we will be purchasing a copy for the library collection. To get your name on
the list to read “The Man Who Wrecked 146 Locomotives” call or stop by and
www.columbusne.us/library

402-564-7116

ask for a Suggestion/Reserve Request slip.
In the meantime, choose from a variety of books we have available to brush
up on railroad history or explore the evolution of the locomotive. “Railroaded:
The Transcontinentals and the Making of Modern America” by Richard White
and “Nothing Like it in the World: the Men Who Built the Transcontinental Railroad” by Stephen E. Ambrose detail the politics and logistics of the building of
the transcontinental railroad. These two books are focused on the narrative
with a few photos included. “Images of Rail: Nebraska’s Cowboy Rail Line” by
Keith Terry, on the other hand, is a collection of photos taken between 1880
and 1950 with detailed descriptions to give the history of the Cowboy Line in
northern Nebraska.
Derek Hayes’ “Historical Atlas of the North American Railroad” is more than
just an atlas, compiling maps of railway routes. It’s a collection of photos,
advertisements, train schedules, and yes, maps; all with detailed descriptions.
This book is organized chronologically and covers railway history across the
whole of North America.
“Classic Trains” by Hans Halberstadt also covers railway history, but has
more of an emphasis on the trains themselves. This oversized book features
full page photos of locomotives, as well as drawings and advertising posters.
Along with descriptions of each photo, Halberstadt includes other interesting
facts and information regarding how and why each new progression of the
locomotive was developed. Another pictorial history of locomotives is DK
Smithsonian’s “Train: The Definitive Visual History.” Taking the history of trains
a few years at a time, ten sections of this book track the rail revolution from
the inception of steam engine locomotives to the takeover of diesel and
electric powered trains. The tenth section explains the engineering behind
steam, diesel, and electric locomotives. Filled with photos, drawings, maps,
and diagrams, this book is one that can be easily browsed or scoured for every
last detail.
Stop by or call the Columbus Public Library at 402-564-7116 if you have any
questions about this upcoming program, books about railroads, or any other
resources we offer.

Calendar Connection

Join us in room 210. All supplies
will be provided, but you are
more than welcome to bring
something you are working on.
We will have coloring pages,
markers, gel pens, colored
pencils, crayons, a variety of
puzzles, and word puzzle books
spread out for your use. A
puzzle mat will also be provided
so you can start a puzzle, then
roll it up to work on next time.
Come and go as you please, and
enjoy the library atmosphere.

Calendar Connection
Students in grades 6-12 are invited to come up to the Teen Space every day
after school. You can hang out with friends, use our quiet study space, do a
craft, or use some technology. If you like music, check out Freegal Music. With
your library card, you can stream three hours of music a day and download five
songs a week. You have access to over 9 million songs!
Check out what is planned for the first half of March:
March 1st at 3:00 PM: Snacks will be provided
March 8th at 3:00 PM: Snacks will be provided
March 10th at 10:00 AM: Coding Club
Learn how to code computer games, applications, and even
your friends! Registration is required.
Winter isn’t quite over yet, so bring your child in out of
the cold and enjoy some of our children’s events this
month. Mr. H has kept all of his popular programs alive
with fun and engaging stories and crafts. The Children’s
Room is definitely full of happy smiles and eager minds.
Check out what is in store for the first half of March.
StoryART
StoryTime
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
March 2nd– Seuss Celebration
March 9th– Loving Who You Are
Minor-Tech Mondays
3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
March 6th

Monday Night Book Adventures
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
March 13th– Diggin’ Dogs

Super Sensational Saturdays
10:00 a.m.-Noon
March 4th– Canvas & Color-In
We will provide coloring books for kids and adults, crayons, colored pencils and
snacks. Kids will also be able to paint on a canvas with help from members of the
Columbus Arts Council.

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
The Sleepwalker– Chris Bohjalian

Star Wars: Catalyst– James Luceno

Egg Drop Dead– Laura Childs

The Vanishing Year– Kate Moretti

Dead Cold Brew– Cleo Coyle

Private Royals– James Patterson

The Whole Town’s Talking– Fannie Flagg

The Old Man– Thomas Perry

Feedback– Mira Grant

The Mistress– Danielle Steel

The Operator– Kim Harrison

Where I Can See You– Larry D. Sweazy

Duke of Pleasure– Elizabeth Hoyt

An Irish Country Love Story– Patrick Taylor

Say Goodbye for Now– Catherine Ryan Hyde How Will I Know You?- Jessica Treadway
The Boat Rocker– Ha Jin

Our monthly Tech Tuesday will be held
on March 14th from 6-8 p.m. on the
first floor of the East Wing. You are
welcome to bring your own electronic
devices or just explore the ones we
have in the library for patrons to use.
This is a great opportunity to ask any
questions you have about our online
resources, or to learn tips to better
understand your own devices. Call
402-564-7116 for more information.
Ask for Karen, Rachelle, or Melissa.

At the Sign of Triumph– David Weber

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Peter Straub– March 2, 1943
Patricia MacLachlan– March 3, 1938
James Ellroy– March 4, 1948
Mickey Spillane– March 9, 1918
Alice Hoffman– March 16, 1952
Our CPL Book Discussion Group selection for
March is “Lafayette in the Somewhat United
States” by Sarah Vowell.
On August 16, 1824, the Revolutionary War hero
the Marquis de Lafayette sailed into New York
Harbor. He was so beloved that 80,000 Americans
showed up to cheer for him.
Lafayette in the Somewhat United States is a
humorous and insightful portrait of the famed
Frenchman, the impact he had on our young
country, and his ongoing relationships with some
of the most instrumental Americans of the time,
including George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, and many more.
We will have our book discussion on Thursday,
March 30th at 7:00 p.m.
A great book should leave you with many experiences,
and slightly exhausted at the end. You live several lives
while reading– William Styron

