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Every year on the first day of spring,
people in Poland gather to burn an
effigy and throw it in the river to bid
winter farewell.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Library Director Drew Brookhart, and was
published in the March 25th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
The value of library service is often difficult to measure. Do we look at the
number of books that are checked out? The people that come through the
door? How do we compare these measures of use with the resources the
community contributes for services? During the great recession, libraries,
along with nearly everything else, were faced with budget constraints. Some
overextended communities were even forced to foreclose on their libraries by
either passing their operations to for-profit companies or simply closing the
doors. These few tragedies aside most libraries were left articulating their
worth in various ways. San Francisco undertook a study in September 2015
which projected an overall return on investment of between $5.19 and $9.11
for every dollar spent. Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh estimated that they have
generated $6.14 per $1 of budget provided; Florida public libraries showed
that approximately $6.40 of the total value per $1 of the budget was created;
South Carolina State Library’s economic impact was $4.48 per $1 spent; and
Phoenix Public Library results showed a value of $10 or greater per $1 spent.
In these examples the average return on investment is always higher than the
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resources expended. What about here in Columbus?
At the urging of the Columbus Area Chamber of Commerce the University of
Nebraska conducted a study on the economic impact of the proposed Library/
Cultural Arts Center project. One part of that study looked at increased library
use in communities who have constructed new facilities and how that use
equates to the increasing value of services. The results are striking and very
positive. The study found that it is possible to estimate a significant share of
both the library’s current value to the community and projected value with a
new facility. The UNL study focused on two of the most important library
services identified by patrons in the 2013-2018 CPL Strategic Plan survey:
book loans and library wi-fi access. Based on information from other libraries
and data from the current Columbus Public Library the study predicts a 39%
increase in the value of library services with the construction of a new facility.
Other services including; reference staff support, programming, cultural events
and author visits, and spaces for reading, relaxing, and meeting are all
presumed to add significant value, but were not tested as a part of the study.
There is no question that libraries offer a great value in Columbus and
beyond. Ultimately beauty is in the eye of the library card holder. If you have
not been in to find the value at your library lately drop by and browse the
collection.

Calendar Connection
On Saturday, April 1st at 2 PM, come sit down with
John & Mona Neihardt (aka Brad Kellogg and Raija
Weiershauser), as he writes at his typewriter and
she works on a sculpture. Listen in as they reminisce about their lives together, including their
long distance courtship as
Mona studied under Rodin in
Paris and John travelled to
South Dakota to meet Black Elk. Bring your family
and friends to watch history being brought to life
right here at Columbus Public Library. Refreshments
included.

Join us in room 210. All supplies
will be provided, but you are
more than welcome to bring
something you are working on.
We will have coloring pages,
markers, gel pens, colored
pencils, crayons, a variety of
puzzles, and word puzzle books
spread out for your use. A
puzzle mat will also be provided
so you can start a puzzle, then
roll it up to work on next time.
Come and go as you please, and
enjoy the library atmosphere.

Calendar Connection
April 9th through the 15th is National
Library Week. “Libraries Transform”
will return as this year’s theme. First
sponsored in 1958, National Library
Week is a national observance sponsored by the American Library Association (ALA) and libraries across the
country. It is a time to celebrate the
contributions of our nation's libraries
and librarians, and to promote library
use and support. In celebration we
will be handing out bookmarks all
week, then on Friday, April 14th we
will serve cookies and coffee to our
patrons.

Calendar Connection
Students in grades 6-12 are invited to hang out in the Teen Space to
study and socialize after school. The Teen Space offers a diverse collection of books, technology, crafts, and games. You can use one of our
computers or iPads, or take advantage of our free Wi-Fi on your own
device. If you want to get a jump on your homework,
we have quiet study spaces available.
April 5th at 3:00 PM: Snacks will be provided
April 12th at 3:00 PM: Snacks will be provided

There is always something fun going on in the Children’s
Room! Kids have recently decorated sugar cookies, created
masterpieces at our second annual Canvas & Color-In, and
made handprint dinosaurs. Mr. H has some more exciting
programs coming up. Check out the schedule through the
first half of April.
Story Time
StoryART
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
April 6th– Bugs & Spiders
April 13th– Frogs
Minor-Tech Mondays
3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
April 3rd

Monday Night Book Adventures
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
April 10th– Colors

Super Sensational Saturdays
11:00 a.m.-Noon
April 8th– The String Beans concert
From pop and country to rap and rock n’ roll, The String Beans perform a wide variety
of original, family-friendly songs about all the things kids love: animals, cartoons,
food, science, sports and lots more! Kids will have fun dancing and singing along!

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
A Darkness Absolute– Kelley Armstrong

Amish Weddings– Leslie Gould

Death of a Ghost– M.C. Beaton

Expecting to Die– Lisa Jackson

Unpunished– Lisa Black

Heartbreak Hotel– Jonathan Kellerman

Home to Paradise– Barbara Cameron

My Not So Perfect Life– Sophie Kinsella

Huck Out West– Robert Coover

Feversong– Karen Marie Moning

Clownfish Blues– Tim Dorsey

In the Shadow of Denali– Tracie Peterson

Moving Target– Lynette Eason

Rather be the Devil– Ian Rankin

The Newcomer– Suzanne Woods Fisher

Accidentally on Purpose– Jill Shalvis

Right Behind You– Lisa Gardner

The Wicked City– Beatriz Williams

Our monthly Tech Tuesday will be held
on April 11th from 6-8 p.m. on the first
floor of the East Wing. You are welcome to bring your own electronic devices or just explore the ones we have
in the library for patrons to use. This is
a great opportunity to ask any questions you have about our online resources, or to learn tips to better
understand your own devices. Call
402-564-7116 for more information.
Ask for Karen, Rachelle, or Melissa.

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Hans Christian Andersen– April 2, 1805
Maya Angelou– April 4, 1928
William Wordsworth– April 7, 1770
Scott Turow– April 12, 1949
Marguerite Henry– April 13, 1902
Our CPL Book Discussion Group selection for
April is “Bridge of Spies” by Giles Whittell.
Who were the three men the American and Soviet superpowers exchanged at Berlin's Glienicke
Bridge and Checkpoint Charlie in the first and
most legendary prisoner exchange between East
and West? William Fisher, alias Rudolf Abel, a
British born KGB agent arrested by the FBI in New
York City and jailed as a Soviet superspy; Gary
Powers, the American U-2 pilot who was captured
when his plane was shot down while flying a reconnaissance mission over the closed cities of
central Russia; and Frederic Pryor, a young American graduate student in Berlin mistakenly identified as a spy, arrested and held without charge by
the Stasi, East Germany’s secret police.
We will have our book discussion on Thursday,
April 27th at 7:00 p.m.
There’s nothing more beautiful than watching
trees getting dressed up for Spring and Summer–
Charmaine J. Forde

