Library Connection
Volume 4, Issue 6,
April 2017

In 1582, if Pope Gregory XIII had not
established the Gregorian calendar, which
most of the world now observes, then
every 128 years the vernal equinox would
have come a full calendar day earlier,
eventually putting Easter in midwinter.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Library Director Drew Brookhart, and was published
in the April 8th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
The community is being asked to vote on the Library/Cultural Arts Center for
a third time this Tuesday, April 11th. The polls will be open for City of Columbus residents from 8am to 8pm on Tuesday. Over the past month I have
received a lot of questions about the project. The questions and comments
have been varied but a few themes have emerged. I would like to address a
few of the questions that I have received consistently.
Will the vote on April 11th increase my taxes? The answer to this question is
no. The project will be funded with sales tax that is already being collected
along with donations, and grants. The financing for the Library/Cultural Arts
Center project is unique for a public project. The Library/Cultural Arts Center
project has already been voted on twice. The first vote allowed the library to
begin the planning and design phase for the facility. The second vote renewed
the funding mechanism for the project by maintaining the current level of
sales tax in Columbus. That second vote also named the Library/Cultural Arts
Center and public safety projects as the recipients of the half-cent sales tax.
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The third vote, scheduled for April 11, 2017, will allow the funds from the
already authorized half-cent sales tax to be used for the Library/Cultural Arts
Center project. The ballot question on April 11, 2017, will ask voters to
approve up to $8.5 million of bonds. The half-cent sales tax will be used to
repay those bonds. Approximately $2 million is generated every 12 months
through the city’s half-cent sales tax.
Will there be parking at the new facility? Yes, there will be on street parking
on three sides of the proposed Library/Cultural Arts Center. There will be
handicap accessible parking with easy access to the building. There will also be
a pick up and drop off area in front of the building. A parking lot across the
street to the south will include a walk way designed to help bring people safely
across the street from the parking area to the front door. We recognize that
easy access is necessary and it is a priority to be accessible to all visitors.
What impact will the Library/Cultural Arts Center have on operating costs?
There are three major cost drivers in the library’s operating budget that are
connected to the physical space of the organization: staff, utilities, and maintenance. I am not predicting any increase in these budget lines. Currently
Columbus Public Library is housed in a 1941 office building that is inefficient
for the use of people, electricity and natural gas. The building also requires a
substantial repair budget as its aging systems break down frequently. I am
unsure if the operating costs will decrease with a new facility because of
increased landscaping and cleaning costs but we are well positioned to keep
these expenses near our current level.
Will the new library have books? The Library/Cultural Arts Center is a mixed
use facility and I have received a lot of questions about the priority that will be
placed on books. Books are not going away. The new facility will allow
Columbus Public Library to expand the collection of physical items for many
years. Electronic content is important and also a focus but books will remain a
fundamental component of the library.
On behalf of the Columbus community, I would like to extend my deepest
gratitude to those who have already contributed financially to this project.
Three hundred and ninety-seven people have come together to contribute
$4.3 million dollars to the construction of the Library/Cultural Arts Center.

Calendar Connection
April 9-15 is National Library Week, a
time to highlight the changing role of
libraries, librarians and library workers.
Libraries aren’t only a place of quiet
study, but also creative and engaging
community centers where people can
collaborate using new technologies, learn how to use a 3D
printer or even record their own music. In celebration we
will be handing out bookmarks all week, then on Friday,
April 14th we will serve cookies and coffee to our patrons.
Please make plans to come Saturday, April 15th at 2 PM to hear a
presentation by Beth Ellsworth. She is from the Nebraska Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and will cover multiple
related topics while here at the Columbus Library. These topics
include Unfair Hearing/Spelling Test; Hearing Aids, Cochlear
Implants & Background Noise; Hearing vs. Understanding; Communication Facts; Communication Tips; Assistive Listening Devices;
Veterans with Hearing Loss; and Questions and Comments. If you
want to learn more about deafness and the hard of hearing and
how to help those that suffer from these conditions, then this is the
program for you. Bring family and friends, and enjoy refreshments
while learning!

Calendar Connection

Calendar Connection

Calendar Connection
Looking for something fun to do after school? Then come up to the Teen
Space! You can choose a project from the assortment of craft kits available.
Make cool art for your room, a duct tape wallet to stash your cash, or a
bracelet for you or a friend to wear. Check out what Rachelle has planned for
the last half of April.
April 19th at 3:00 PM: Peep Art Make some yummy spring art!
April 26th at 3:00 PM: Snacks will be provided

Visit the library for some of our awesome weekly programs.
Mr. H has planned all the stories and activities around kidfriendly topics. After the programs, explore the Children’s
Room. Many new books and DVD’s have been added recently.
You can also let your child play at the Lego table, color in the
Coloring Zone, use iPads or computers, or just cuddle up with some stuffed animals.
For older kids participating in our Word Warriors program, we will have a raffle for a
new book on April 26th, so keep reading and entering those tickets!
Story Time
StoryART
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
April 20th– Super Spring
April 27th– Goofy Gardening
Minor-Tech Mondays
3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
April 17th

Monday Night Book Adventures
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
April 24th– Bunny Hop

Fiesta de Cuentos en Espanol/Spanish Storybook Party
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
April 18th– Counting Fun

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
Broken Glass– V.C. Andrews

Most Dangerous Place– James Grippando

Etched in Bone– Anne Bishop

Wait for Dark– Kay Hooper

In Farleigh Field– Rhys Bowen

Man Overboard– J.A. Jance

Silence Fallen– Patricia Briggs

Devil in Spring– Lisa Kleypas

Jerzy– Jerome Charyn

A Million Little Things– Susan Mallery

The Cutthroat– Clive Cussler

The Black Book– James Patterson

Bound Together– Christine Feehan

Treasured Grace– Tracie Peterson

Hard Justice– Lori Foster

Every Dark Corner– Karen Rose

A Perfect Obsession– Heather Graham

Cheater– Rachel Van Dyken

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Thornton Wilder– April 17, 1897
Robert Crais– April 20, 1953
Janet Evanovich– April 22, 1943
Sue Grafton– April 24, 1940
Harper Lee– April 28, 1926

Easter spells out beauty, the rare
beauty of new life– S.D. Gordon

