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Flag Day is believed to have originated in 1885.
BJ Cigrand, a schoolteacher, arranged for pupils
in the Fredonia, Wisconsin Public School, District
6, to observe June 14th as Flag Birthday.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Children’s Librarian Brad Hruska, and was
published in the May 13th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
Though the weather may not reflect the fact that summer is just around the
corner, lemonade season is indeed coming and the Columbus Public Library
(CPL) is ready with this year’s summer reading program, “Build a Better
World”! Every week beginning June 5th until July 28th, the library will be
hosting a wide range of events.
On Mondays from 10:30 a.m.-noon, family-friendly features will be shown in
the library’s auditorium. Children of all ages are encouraged to come with
pillows and blankets in tow for these awesome animated flicks. Tasty treats
will also be provided to make the experience even more exciting!
On Tuesdays, presentations and activities are scheduled from 10:30-11:30
a.m. at various locations around Columbus. Area youth will have the opportunity to learn and engage with the Omaha Henry Doorly Zoo’s “Zoo2You”
program, the Columbus Police and Fire Departments’ safety presentation, the
Edgerton Explorit Center’s “Bubble Extravaganza” event, Wildlife Encounters’
exotic petting zoo, and shows featuring comedian Kevin Horner and magician
Jeff Quinn.
www.columbusne.us/library

402-564-7116

For those students that just completed the third through fifth grades;
Wednesdays from 10:30-11:30 a.m. are especially geared for them. CPL has
partnered with the Platte County 4-H to provide fun opportunities to help
participants hone important S.T.E.M. (science, technology, engineering, and
math) skills. “CPL Imagination Builders” is a hands-on program that will allow
students to construct roller coasters, design wind turbines, conduct simulated
surgical procedures, and craft the perfect pizza with help from Pizza Ranch
team members.
CPL will also be offering its regular story times on Thursdays from 10:30
a.m.-noon and 1:30-3:00 p.m. Children will have the privilege of listening to
books read by talented guest readers. Families will also have the chance to
enjoy a fun story time at the Platte County Fair on Friday, July 7.
To conclude this year’s festivities, summer reading participants will be invited to race down the slides, enjoy the lazy river, and test their surfing skills at
Columbus’ own Pawnee Plunge for free the morning of Friday, July 28. After
splashing around for a time, hungry swimmers will be treated to a hotdog and
potato chip luncheon served up by the amazing members of the Friends of the
Columbus Public Library.
Because the 2017-18 school year will not begin until after Labor Day for
some students, the library will also be offering weekly events during the month
of August, so keep an eye out for details soon to come!
So if you are looking for quality activities for the children in your life, stop by
the Columbus Public Library and register them for this year’s “Build a Better
World!” event. If you have any questions regarding CPL’s summer agenda or
are looking for recommendations on what books would be best suited for your
child to read during the summer months, please contact me at (402) 564-7116
opt. 4!

Calendar Connection
On May 19th, Columbus area residents
showed their support by donating over
$62,000 to 39 local non-profit organizations.
The Columbus Library Foundation/Columbus
Area Arts Council received $7,780 from just 9
donors, bringing in the highest amount of the
day. The Library Foundation thanks everyone
who participated in this event, from those who worked the various “giving stations”
throughout the city, to the generous people who donated.
Our Food For Fines event is still going on.
Through this Saturday, bring in cans of food,
along with any late books or DVD’s, and we will
erase your fines. Lost items will not be forgiven.
If you have previous late fines, then you can also
bring in cans of food and these fees will be
deleted from your account.
We are only accepting canned goods; we are not
accepting boxed dinners, boxed rice, or anything
fresh, frozen or refrigerated.
This is a great opportunity to start over again
with a clean slate and help those in need!
Don’t Miss our Summer Reading Program!
Summer reading registration is in full swing this
week! You still have time to sign up to be a part of
this exciting activity-themed program. Check out the
next few pages for what each department has
planned for the first half of June.
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Join us in room 210. All supplies
will be provided, but you are
more than welcome to bring
something you are working on.
We will have coloring pages,
markers, gel pens, colored
pencils, crayons, a variety of
puzzles, and word puzzle books
spread out for your use. A
puzzle mat will also be provided
so you can start a puzzle, then
roll it up to work on next time.
Come and go as you please, and
enjoy the library atmosphere.

Calendar Connection
This year we are bringing back our
short story contest. We loved reading
the creative stories which were submitted last time. They ranged from fantasy
to drama, and from comedy to a ghost story. Brush off that old story you
wrote years ago, or work on a new idea. Then submit it in print to the library
staff at the front desk, or send it via email to library@columbusne.us. We will
award prizes to the first, second, and third place winners. The winning story
will also be published in an upcoming edition of the library newsletter. The
deadline to enter is July 1st.

Calendar Connection
Teen Summer Reading:
Anytime Activity June 5th-11th- Difference Maker Quilt
June 6th at 1:00 p.m.- Wildlife Encounters
Wildlife Encounters will give young adults the chance
to see some of the world’s most amazing animals up
close and personal. Beware, they call up volunteers from
the audience, so you may have the opportunity to hold,
feed, or pet one of these amazing animal ambassadors.
June 8th at 1:00 p.m.– Popcorn & a Movie
Kick back and relax in the library with popcorn and a
movie.
Anytime Activity June 12th-18th– Mini Box City
June 13th at 1:00 p.m.– Code Your Name
Create a cool and personalized necklace using binary code!
June 15th at 1:00 p.m.– Garden in a Cup
Create your own ecosystem in a bubble!
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Children’s Summer Reading: Each week has its own theme
Building Self-Esteem @ Your Library:
June 5th at 10:30 a.m.– Movie in the Auditorium
June 6th at 10:30 a.m.– Anti-bullying presentation with comedian Kevin Horner
June 7th at 10:30 a.m.– CPL Imagination Builders (3rd-5th graders)
June 8th at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.– Story Time

Building Habitat @ Your Library:
June 12th at 10:30 a.m.– Movie in the Auditorium
June 13th at 10:30 a.m.– Native wildlife program with the Nebraska Game & Parks
Commission
June 14th at 10:30 a.m.– CPL Imagination Builders (3rd-5th graders)
June 15th at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.– Story Time
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Columbus Public Library is seeking a student intern for 100 hours of work to be
completed between May and November of 2017. Hours can be determined based on
the student’s schedule. This is a paid internship,
earning $10 per hour. The intern must be over the age
of 16 and interested in library work. If this sounds like
something you or someone you know would like to
check out, please go to www.columbusne.us and click
on the light blue “Employment” box in the middle of
the page. A list of the job responsibilities, requirements, and a downloadable
application can be found there. The last day to apply will be Friday, June 2nd.

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
The Fix– David Baldacci

My Darling Detective- Howard Norman

Any Day Now– Robyn Carr

Two From the Heart– James Patterson

All By Myself, Alone– Mary Higgins Clark

Miss Julia Weathers the Storm– Ann B. Ross

Walkaway– Cory Doctorow

One Perfect Lie– Lisa Scottoline

Ararat– Christopher Golden

Anything is Possible– Elizabeth Strout

Falling Darkness– Karen Harper

The Red Hunter– Lisa Unger

The Thing About Love– Julie James

The Chosen– J.R. Ward

Red Sister– Mark Lawrence

The Night the Lights Went Out– Karen White

Devil’s Breath– G.M. Malliet

A Welcome Murder– Robin Yocum

Our monthly Tech Tuesday will be held
on June 13th from 6-8 p.m. on the first
floor of the East Wing. You are welcome
to bring your own electronic devices or
just explore the ones we have in the
library for patrons to use. This is a great
opportunity to ask any questions you
have about our online resources, or to
learn tips to better understand your own
devices. Call 402-564-7116 for more
information. Ask for Karen, Rachelle,
or Melissa.

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Thomas Hardy– June 2, 1840
Ken Follett– June 5, 1949
Sara Paretsky– June 8, 1947
Anne Frank– June 12, 1929
Harriet Beecher Stowe– June 14, 1811
Our CPL Book Discussion Group selection for
June is “The Devil in the White City” by Erik Larson.
Bringing Chicago circa 1893 to vivid life, Erik
Larson’s spellbinding bestseller intertwines the true
tale of two men– the brilliant architect behind the
legendary 1893 World’s Fair, striving to secure
America’s place in the world; and the cunning
serial killer who used the fair to lure his victims to
their death. Combining meticulous research with
nail-biting storytelling, Erik Larson has crafted a
narrative with all the wonder of newly discovered
history and the thrills of the best fiction.
We will have our book discussion on Thursday,
June 29th at 7:00 p.m.

