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Father's Day officially began in 1910 in Spokane, Washington, where 27-year-old Sonora Dodd proposed it as a way
to honor the man who raised her after her mom died in
childbirth. Dodd was at a church service thinking about
how grateful she was for her father when she had the
idea for Father's Day, which would mirror Mother's Day,
but be celebrated in June- her dad's birthday month.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Young Adult Librarian Rachelle McPhillips and
was published in the June 3rd edition of the Columbus Telegram.
Columbus area teens are encouraged to participate in the Columbus Public
Library’s teen summer reading program that runs until July 28. Young adults
entering 7th through 12th grades are invited to come to the library and read
for prizes and take part in special events offered throughout the summer. This
year’s theme is “Build a Better World.” Teen summer readers will explore that
theme with activities that include building and construction, computer coding,
and making a difference.
Registration continues on the second floor of Columbus Public Library in the
Teen Space. Participants complete a registration form and receive a reading
log to track the amount of time they read each week. Teens will also receive a
summer reading program calendar to keep track of all our weekly events, as
well as our Anytime Activities.
A new craft or activity is available each week in the Teen Space. “Anytime
Activities” can be done any time participants visit the library. Throughout the
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summer, teen summer readers will work to build a miniature city out of boxes,
read for extra tickets in a prize drawing, build catapults and kaleidoscopes, and
play fun guessing games. Instructions for all Anytime Activities will be posted
weekly in the Teen Space.
From now until July 27, the Teen Space hosts an activity each Tuesday and
Thursday at 1:00 p.m. On Tuesday, June 13, participants will translate their
names into binary code using beads and will create unique jewelry. On Thursday, June 15, visitors will build a terrarium that they can watch grow all
summer long.
Other June activities involve playing with playdough and electricity, bleaching t-shirts, and an introduction to coding. To wrap up our first month of
summer reading, participants will whip up something healthy and delicious
with a guest from the UNL Extension office on Thursday, June 29.
In July we will learn more about coding, make our own movies, and explore
the art of mehndi. This intricate and beautiful art form uses henna to stain the
skin and create a temporary “tattoo.” Participants need permission from a
parent or guardian to apply henna and permission forms are available in the
Teen Space.
Summer readers who have actively participated in the program will be eligible to attend our wrap-up party at Pawnee Plunge at the end of the summer.
The Plunge will open exclusively for summer readers and participants can
enjoy a picnic lunch in Pawnee Park afterward.
Young adults must have completed sixth grade in order to register for the
teen program. Complete details are available in the Teen Space and our teen
summer reading calendar is available at www.columbusne.us/library and
www.facebook.com/columbuspubliclibrary.
If you have questions about the summer reading program, or if you are
interested in supporting teen events, please call Rachelle at 402-562-4201 or
stop by the library.
Summer reading events and incentives are available for all age groups. Stop
by or call the library at 402-564-7116 for information about our programs for
children and adults.
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On Saturday, June 17 at 2 PM, history will again come to life at the Columbus Public
Library. Karen Wyatt Drevo will come in the character of her great-great grandmother
Maria Rodaway. Karen will tell you in Maria’s words about her life as a prairie pioneer
in Otoe County, Nebraska, where she homesteaded in 1867. Maria crossed the Atlantic
Ocean with her seven children to reunite her family after seven and a half years of
separation. She endured grasshoppers, hail, drought, tornadoes, blizzards, and the loss
of her husband and six of her thirteen
children as she worked to become a
citizen and land owner in America.
Resilient and resourceful, Maria
touched many people’s lives with her
loving deeds and kind acts, delivering
babies and nursing the sick. You will
not be disappointed by this wonderful
presenter. Make plans to come and
learn about how the pioneers paved
the way for their descendants.
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Don’t forget– our short story contest is still going on!
Write a story and enter it by July 1st. You can either bring
it into the library and give it to staff at the Customer Service Desk, or send it via e-mail to library@columbusne.us.
We will award Amazon gift certificates to the first, second,
and third place winners. The winning story will also be
published in the library newsletter. So, get to writing! We
are looking forward to reading stories from all you creative people out there!

Teen Summer Reading:
Anytime Activity June 19th-25th– Read-In
June 20th at 1:00 p.m.– Squishy Circuits
Play with special dough and watch it light up when we
play with electricity at the library!
June 22nd at 1:00 p.m.– Bleached T-Shirts
Bring your own brightly colored t-shirt to decorate! Wear
clothes that are okay to stain.
Anytime Activity June 26th-July 2nd– Catapults
June 27th at 1:00 p.m.– Blockly Games
Learn basic coding and have fun playing computer games.
June 29th at 1:00 p.m.– Crafty in the Kitchen
Craft your own delicious treats with our special guest, Mindy V.
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Children’s Summer Reading: Each week has its own theme
Building Wildlife @ Your Library:
June 19th at 10:30 a.m.– Movie in the Auditorium
June 20th at 10:30 a.m.– CPL Imagination Builders (3rd-5th graders)
June 21st at 10:30 a.m.– Wildlife Encounters’ exotic animal show
June 22nd at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.– Story Time

Building Exploration @ Your Library:
June 26th at 10:30 a.m.– Movie in the Auditorium
June 27th at 10:30 a.m.– Bubble magic with the Edgerton Explorit Center
June 28th at 10:30 a.m.– CPL Imagination Builders (3rd-5th graders)
June 29th at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.– Story Time

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
The Golden Legend– Nadeem Aslam

Since We Fell– Dennis Lehane

The Lost Order– Steve Berry

High Stakes– Fern Michaels

A Dog’s Way Home– W. Bruce Cameron

The Perfect Stranger– Megan Miranda

No Middle Name– Lee Child

16th Seduction– James Patterson

Nighthawk– Clive Cussler

If We Were Villains– M.L. Rio

Cave Dwellers– Richard Grant

Trajectory– Richard Russo

Into the Water– Paula Hawkins

The Women in the Castle– Jessica Shattuck

Song of the Lion– Anne Hillerman

Against All Odds– Danielle Steel

Deadmen Walking– Sherrilyn Kenyon

House of Names– Colm Toibin

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Erich Segal– June 16, 1937
Ian McEwan– June 21, 1948
David Leavitt– June 23, 1961
George Orwell– June 25, 1903
Catherine Cookson– June 27, 1906
The quality of a father can be seen in the goals,
dreams and aspirations he sets not only for himself,
but for his family– Reed Markham

