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The owl is a popular Halloween image.
In medieval Europe, owls were thought
to be witches, and to hear an owl’s call
meant that someone was about to die.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Library Board Member Russ Freeman, and was
published in the September 30th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
I have worked in public education for 45 years in a variety of positions.
During that time the school media center played a key role in the education of
each and every student in each school that I worked. Once I retired from my
job in education, I was asked if I would have any interest in serving on the
Columbus Public Library Board. I decided to attend a meeting to learn more
about the possible position and I liked the opportunity that was presented.
Therefore, once my appointment was recommended by the Mayor and
approved by the City Council, I began my duty on the Board. I have now
served on the Library Board for almost one year. I will use this article to share
my thoughts and viewpoints on some of the areas that I have become more
familiar with concerning the Columbus Public Library.
The Library Board members that I have served with for the past 11 months
are very special people. They represent many different backgrounds in their
professional and personal fields, but they are all bonded together in their willingness to volunteer their time to help make the library a great resource for
the people of the City of Columbus and for the citizens of Platte County. Each
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Board member works together to develop policy, watch over taxpayer money
used to support the library and to guide the keeping of the library a viable
resource for all of the patrons listed above. I appreciate each of them more
each time I attend a Board meeting or work with some of them at volunteer
events to promote the programs and the use of the library.
On a personal note, my wife is an avid reader. She spends much more time
that I do reading traditional books. Her current favorites are the books written
by Danielle Steel. She is not into reading the electronic books, so the bound
books are more her style. I do know that there are others that prefer using a
Kindle or other device to read a book. Our library serves people with both
choices of either electronic or traditional books. Our grandchildren also really
enjoy visiting us in Columbus so they can attend some of the summer activities
held at the library. Our current library does a great job of providing a variety of
programs and services to meet the needs of all people, from young children to
mature adults.
In my last position as the Superintendent of the Lakeview Community
Schools, I had the opportunity to witness the service provided to county
schools and residents through the bookmobile. This is a valuable service provided by the library, as it puts books into the hands of students on a regular
basis. Some students do not have the opportunity to have a lot of books at
home and the bookmobile visits to their schools is a highlight in their education. This also helps with encouraging reading, which in turn will help our citizens become more successful in school and in the work setting.
As an outsider to the area that has lived in Platte County twice in their life, I
have always been impressed by the city and surrounding area of Columbus. I
grew up in a very small town and am impressed by the progressive nature that
seems to be present in the Columbus area. The Quality of Life Campaign was
quite an undertaking and is three-fourths finished. The new East Central
Health District, the new Columbus High School and the Wellness Center are
outstanding. I also believe that any doubters on those projects will now be
able to see how these constructions have benefited the people of the area and
will help to draw more people to our community and surrounding area. The
city has made many improvements in the past and is working on many
important projects for the future. I am a dollar and sense kind of guy and I
would hope that the new Library/Cultural Arts Center is still being considered

as a top priority. It is my understanding that considerable funds from outside of
our county are available if this project is revised and approved in a reasonable
amount of time. I would hate to see us not take advantage of the outside
funds available for this project. With the opportunity to build this project with a
mix of private money and tax money that is already being collected, I would
hope it would be kept on the priority list.
Last, I would like to say a big thank you to the current library director, Drew
Brookhart. I did not know Mr. Brookhart very well before I started serving on
the Library Board, but I can say now that he has been an asset to our library
and to our community. He is very knowledgeable about his position, has always
been professional in all my encounters with him and has a great work ethic. I
wish both him and his family the best in their new endeavors.

Calendar Connection
Learn about couponing with Nicole McDonald on Saturday, October 21st at
2:00 pm. Nicole McDonald is the author of the book, “The Extraordinary
Art of Couponing” where she explains how to find the best deals for both
beginners and experienced coupon users. She is gathering together information on our main local stores in Columbus so she can tailor her class
just for us. You can also check out her website: www.momsavesmoney.net
and see all her fun meal
planning ideas, freebies, and
more. The coupon class is
free and no registration is
required.

On Thursday, October 26th from 5-7 PM, the
Downtown Business Association will once
again sponsor a Trick or Treat event. Children can
dress up in costumes and visit downtown merchants
to receive treats. Make sure to stop by Frankfort
Square between 4 and 7 PM for Halloween crafts,
activities, a bouncy house, and the farmer’s market.
The library will have a table set up for kids to make a
ghoulish paper plate mummy they can take home.
Once you are finished trick or treating downtown,
come into the library for a free scratch-n-sniff
bookmark and some yummy candy!

Calendar Connection

Calendar Connection
Join us in room 210. All supplies
will be provided, but you are
more than welcome to bring
something you are working on.
We will have coloring pages,
markers, gel pens, colored
pencils, crayons, a variety of
puzzles, and word puzzle books
spread out for your use. A
puzzle mat will also be provided
so you can start a puzzle, then
roll it up to work on next time.
Come and go as you please, and
enjoy the library atmosphere.

Calendar Connection
The Teen Space isn’t quite as busy this Fall as in years’ past because of the
Columbus Middle School’s move to a new location. However, the library
still offers young adults a quiet space to do homework, use computers
and iPads, socialize with friends, explore new technology, and find a great
new book to read or audiobook to listen to. Stop by
and check us out!
On Wednesday, October 18th, October 25th, and
November 1st, snacks will be provided after school.
Our children’s programs have been very popular this
Fall. Kids have listened to numerous fun stories and
then used their creativity to craft their own rainbow
cows, gave a bare tree a pretty covering of autumn
colored leaves, and decorated a duck with markers
and cotton balls. There are still many more awesome
activities to come. Check out the schedule below for what Mr. H has planned through
the end of October. Also, for students who are reading chapter books, keep reading
and don’t forget to enter the raffle for a gift certificate or a new book. The next
drawing will take place on October 25th.
Monday Night Book Adventures
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
October 23rd– Halloween Fun
Story Time
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
October 19th– Dinosaurs Roar

StoryART
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
October 26th– Halloween Fun

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
The Christmas Room– Catherine Anderson

Sleeping Beauties– Stephen & Owen King

The Christmas Blessing– Melody Carlson

The Proving– Beverly Lewis

Ride the Storm– Karen Chance

Trace– Archer Mayor

Enigma– Catherine Coulter

Deep Extraction– DiAnn Mills

The Cuban Affair– Nelson DeMille

Until You Loved Me– Brenda Novak

Lie To Me– J.T. Ellison

The Family Lawyer– James Patterson

A Column of Fire– Ken Follett

Cherished Mercy– Tracie Peterson

Wicked Deeds– Heather Graham

The Golden House– Salman Rushdie

Sleep Like a Baby– Charlaine Harris

The Right Time– Danielle Steel

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Arthur Miller– October 17, 1915
Michael Crichton– October 23, 1942
Sylvia Plath– October 27, 1932
Anne Perry– October 28, 1938
Dick Francis– October 31, 1920
October, tuck tiny candy bars in my pockets and
carve my smile into a thousand pumpkins....
Merry October! ~Rainbow Rowell

