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Fifty thousand people attended the New
York Public Library’s grand opening on
May 24, 1911. A young Russian emigrant
was first in the door. After he was issued
his library card, he checked out a Russian
language book describing the theories of
Friedrich Nietzsche and Leo Tolstoy.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Customer Service Manager Kelli Keyes, and was
published in the November 25th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
Now that we have stuffed ourselves with turkey, let’s talk about kolaches!
Kolaches are popular in Nebraska because of our rich Czech heritage. You
may have eaten a kolache before and not even known that was what you
were eating. A kolache is a round, soft, sweet roll with a scoop of sweetened
fruit, cream cheese or poppy seed mixture baked in the indentation on top of
the roll. Perhaps you’ve heard the Polka “Kolache Song”? “We’re eating
kolaches, cheese, fruit and poppy seed….”. Wikipedia defines kolache as a
type of pastry that holds a dollop of fruit, rimmed by a puffy pillow of supple
dough. The name originates from the Czech, an original Slavonic word “kolo”
meaning circle.
Prague, Nebraska, a small village forty-seven miles from Columbus named
after the capital of Bohemia, is known for making the world’s largest kolache
that weighed in at 2,605 pounds and measured 15 feet in diameter. They
even have a café called Kolache Korner that embraces the Czech heritage and,
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of course, serves kolaches!
Why am I going on about kolaches? Other than the fact that they are an
awesome dessert that you need to try, the Columbus Public Library is having a
kolache class! Mary Hruska will be coming December 9, Saturday, at 2 pm to
the library auditorium and she will demonstrate the intricate process of creating these wonderful treats. She learned this recipe from her grandmother by
making them together over the years. She told me her original recipe makes 8
– 9 dozen kolaches! That’s enough for a large holiday gathering. Some families
even serve kolaches at weddings. These treats are very colorful and festive
looking when you make all the different varieties. Mary Hruska makes many
flavors out of one batch of kolaches. She will make kolaches ahead of time for
us all to taste with coffee. The kolaches she makes in class will be won in a
drawing, so make sure you sign up for the drawing when you come to class.
You will make lots of new friends if you win!!
Registration is not required and the class is free to all who would like to
come. You do not need a library card to participate in this program. We would
love to have you come and tell us your family’s kolache stories. If you have
any questions call 402-564-7116 and ask for Kelli.
Be sure to take advantage of our “Food 4 Fines” opportunity coming December 1st through the 9th. We will donate all canned foods received to the Platte
County Food Panty. Three cans of food are required to wipe away the late fees
on one account. This only clears the late fees acquired by not returning library
books or DVD’s on time. The “Food 4 Fines” opportunity does not cover bills
owed for damaged or lost books and DVD’s. The library needs to be reimbursed for lost and damaged books so we can replace them for other patrons
to use. So if you have several accounts in your family that need late fees
forgiven, now’s the time. Clear those accounts so you can use them again
because book reading weather has arrived!

Calendar Connection
The library is once again holding a Food For
Fines event. Bring in cans of food, along with
any late books or DVD’s, and we will erase your
fines. Lost items will not be forgiven. If you
have previous late fines, then you can also
bring in cans of food and these fees will be
deleted from your account.
We are only accepting canned goods; we are
not accepting boxed dinners, boxed rice, or
anything fresh, frozen or refrigerated.
This is a great opportunity to start over again
with a clean slate, and also help less fortunate
people in the community.

Calendar Connection
Mary Hruska is coming on Saturday, December 9th at 2 PM to the Columbus Library auditorium to teach us how to make kolaches. She will bring
copies of her recipe for you to make this yummy treat at home. Mary will
come to the class with pre-made kolaches, served with coffee, so we can
have a taste of this wonderful dessert. This is the perfect skill to learn
for holiday entertaining to impress
family and friends. Participants can
enter a drawing to win the kolaches
made in class. There is no registration
and participation is free. Bring a
friend!
Area teens are always welcome to stop by the library in
the afternoons after school. They can enjoy time with
friends here before heading home for the evening. Our
Teen Space is the perfect spot to relax and unwind after a
busy day. We have plenty of things for young adults to try
out, plus there is a vending machine full of healthy snacks
to help satisfy those afternoon cravings.

Calendar Connection
We have had great attendance for our November
programming. Kids have enjoyed creating Fall and
Thanksgiving themed crafts these last few weeks.
With Christmas quickly approaching, you can count on
more entertaining holiday art projects. Check out the
schedule below for the activities planned through the
first two weeks of December.
Monday Night Book Adventures
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
December 11th– Christmas
Story Time
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
December 7th– Winter/Snow

StoryART
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
December 14th– Christmas

Super Sensational Saturday
10:00 a.m.-Noon
December 9th- A Candy Cane Christmas

Your Columbus Public Library
Our monthly Tech Tuesday will be held on
December 12th from 6-8 p.m. on the first floor
of the East Wing. You are welcome to bring
your own electronic devices or just explore the
ones we have in the library for patrons to use.
This is a great opportunity to ask any questions
you have about our online resources, or to
learn tips to better understand your own devices. Call 402-564-7116 for more information.
Ask for Karen, Rachelle, or Melissa.

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
The Ways of Wolfe– James Carlos Blake

Turkey Trot Murder– Leslie Meier

Dead Woman Walking– Sharon Bolton

Enemy of the State– Kyle Mills

Origin– Dan Brown

The Hunt– Chloe Neill

Paradox Bound– Peter Clines

Savage Country– Robert Olmstead

Execute Authority– Dalton Fury

The Room of White Fire– T. Jefferson Parker

Winter Solstice– Elin Hilderbrand

Glass Houses– Louise Penny

To Be Where You Are– Jan Karon

Hate to Want You– Alisha Rai

No Place I’d Rather Be– Cathy Lamb

Chasing Christmas Eve– Jill Shalvis

Merry and Bright– Debbie Macomber

A Casualty of War– Charles Todd

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Hari Kunzru– December 1, 1969
James Lee Burke– December 5, 1936
Benjamin Black– December 8, 1945
Diana Palmer– December 11, 1946
Sophie Kinsella– December 12, 1969
December, being the last month of the
year, cannot help but make us think of
what is to come– Fennel Hudson

