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It’s good luck to eat foods like black-eyed
peas, ham and cabbage because it is thought
they bring prosperity. Don’t eat lobster or
chicken. Lobsters can move backward and
chickens can scratch in reverse, so it is thought
these foods can bring a reversal of fortune.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Library Director Laura Whitehead, and was
published in the December 23rd edition of the Columbus Telegram.
I am very happy to be back in Nebraska and am delighted to have the
opportunity to be your new library director. There is an amazing and dedicated library staff who work seven days a week to serve this community and all
of Platte County. These trained professionals provide a wide range of services
that enrich the lives of everyone who lives here.
Libraries have traditionally been considered repositories of books and quiet
places to reflect, study, and read. Your library certainly still delivers those
amenities, but that is just a small portion of what your library offers.
There is a great deal of consideration and planning that takes place behind
the scenes to ensure that library programming is relevant, enjoyable, educational, and of the highest quality. The programming provided by the library
supports literacy development in babies and toddlers, the educational goals of
children and teens, lifelong learning in adults, and provides cultural events for
families. I invite you to visit the calendars on our website to discover the wide
www.columbusne.us/library
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range of programs that are available.
In addition to traditional books, you can obtain audio books, DVDs, magazines, artwork, scholarly research, and much more from your library. Just as
valuable as the information itself, there is always a friendly and knowledgeable
staff member available to assist you in choosing the appropriate resource for
your needs.
The library also has computers, printers, copiers, a fax machine, Wi-Fi, and
various other equipment available for your use. Not only are library staff members ready to assist you with the use of any of our equipment, they can also
help when you are perplexed by your own electronic devices.
The library is one of the few public buildings open to all, with resources
available for everyone to use. As long as the library is open, you are welcome
to stay as long as you like. This makes the library a very useful facility for a
wide range of people and uses: those with no or inadequate housing can use
the library to escape the elements; moms, dads or grandparents caring for
small children can use the library as an antidote for cabin fever; business professionals can use the library as a neutral meeting space; downtown visitors
can use the library to relax between appointments.
As beneficial a resource as the physical library building and all of its holdings
are, you don’t even have to visit the library to enjoy its benefits. The bookmobile has regularly scheduled routes throughout Platte County and can bring
resources to you.
In addition, E-books, e-audio books, e-magazines, and music downloads are
all accessible from anywhere you have an internet connection. As a library
cardholder you also have access to our wide range of databases, covering topics from genealogy, to car repair, to foreign language learning, and everything
in between.
The above list is by no means exhaustive. Your library offers an incredibly
wide variety of services, events, materials, equipment, and expertise. Please
take the time to explore the wide array of offerings at your library and take
advantage of them. Do not hesitate to ask if you cannot find something or if
there is something you would like the library to offer. We are open to suggestions and happy to help in any way that we can.
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Plan to visit the Teen Space during your winter break. Make a
craft, play a game, read a book, or hang out with friends. Ask a
staff member about Oculus Rift to play games and explore the
world with this virtual reality experience.
If you just want to chill at home and listen to music, your library
card rocks! Use it to stream three hours of ad-free music every
day with FreegalMusic. Find new favorite songs and download
five of them each week and keep them for as long as you have
your device.

Calendar Connection
With the holidays almost over and a new year waiting
around the corner, our children’s programming will be
going full force again soon. Mr. H has been busy gathering the stories and planning the crafts to keep little ones
happy and entertained in the Children’s Room. In the
meantime between now and our program start date,
come up and explore the library and discover all we have to offer your little ones.
Story Time
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
January 11th– Diggin’ Doggies

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
End Game– David Baldacci

Dangerous Illusions– Irene Hannon

The Ghost of Christmas Past– Rhys Bowen

Wilde in Love– Eloisa James

Children of the Fleet– Orson Scott Card

Killing Season– Faye Kellerman

The Midnight Line– Lee Child

The Whispering Room– Dean Koontz

Two Kinds of Truth– Michael Connelly

Count to Ten– James Patterson

Typhoon Fury– Clive Cussler

Deep Freeze– John Sandford

Shadowborn– David Dalglish

Past Perfect– Danielle Steel

Hardcore Twenty-Four– Janet Evanovich

Lilac Lane– Sherryl Woods

Love Held Captive– Shelley Shepard Gray

Quick & Dirty– Stuart Woods

Your Columbus Public Library
Our monthly Tech Tuesday will be held on
January 9th from 6-8 p.m. on the first floor of
the East Wing. You are welcome to bring your
own electronic devices or just explore the ones
we have in the library for patrons to use. This is
a great opportunity to ask any questions you
have about our online resources, or to learn tips
to better understand your own devices. Call 402564-7116 for more information. Ask for Karen,
Rachelle, or Melissa.

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Sam Eastland– January 1, 1964
Judith Miller– January 2, 1948
Karin Slaughter– January 6, 1971
Wilbur Smith– January 9, 1933
John Lescroart– January 14, 1948
An optimist stays up until
midnight to see the new
year in. A pessimist stays
up to make sure the old
one leaves– Bill Vaughan

Connecting Readers & Writers
Our CPL Book Discussion Group selection for
January is “Being Mortal” by Atul Gawande.
Medicine has triumphed in modern times, transforming birth, injury, and infectious disease from
harrowing to manageable. But in the inevitable
condition of aging and death, the goals of medicine seem too frequently to run counter to the
interest of the human spirit. Nursing homes, preoccupied with safety, pin patients into railed beds
and wheelchairs. Hospitals isolate the dying,
checking for vital signs long after the goals of
cure have become moot. Doctors, committed to
extending life, continue to carry out devastating
procedures that in the end extend suffering.
Gawande, a practicing surgeon, addresses his
profession's ultimate limitation, arguing that quality of life is the desired goal for patients and families. Gawande offers examples of freer, more socially fulfilling models for assisting the infirm and
dependent elderly, and he explores the varieties
of hospice care to demonstrate that a person's
last weeks or months may be rich and dignified.
Full of eye-opening research and riveting storytelling, Being Mortal asserts that medicine can
comfort and enhance our experience even to the
end.
We will have our book discussion on Thursday,
January 25th at 7:00 p.m.

