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For most of the 20th century, St. Patrick’s Day
was considered a strictly religious holiday in
Ireland, which meant that the nation’s pubs
were closed for business on March 17. In 1970,
the day was converted to a national holiday,
and the stout resumed flowing.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Reference Librarian Karen Connell, and was
published in the March 10th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
There exist a number of databases for nonprofits to search for funders and
funding in the form of grant prospects. But many nonprofits cannot afford to
subscribe to such databases, however useful they may be. Columbus Public
Library is here to help the nonprofit organizations in our community. In addition to providing useful physical items like meeting space, projectors for
checkout, and of course books, Columbus Public Library subscribes to the
Foundation Center databases. Anyone can search and download records from
these excellent databases while in the library. Bring your own laptop or tablet
or use ours!
Foundation Directory Online is one of the Foundation Center databases
available at the Columbus Public Library. This database delivers quality funding prospects to the user through the use of data from IRS information returns (990s), individual funders reporting, funder websites, USASpending.gov,
and news and press releases.
Each grantmaker has a profile summarizing the funder’s work and details
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that fundraisers need to find and approach relevant prospects, such as names
of board members, trustees, and donors. Many grantmakers do not have websites, so this database compiles their contact information that otherwise would
be difficult to find. Foundation Directory Online compiles information on more
than 140,000 grantmakers. Grantmakers would include private & independent
foundations, corporate foundations, US Federal funders, public charities, and
international foundations.
Detailed grant information gives insight into previously awarded grants with
such information as recipients, descriptions, and types of support. This information can help you determine which grantmakers are most likely to fund your
nonprofit organization’s work. It can also help you decide how much to request
and what to highlight in a grant proposal. Similarly, recipient profiles help you
find grantmakers that funded projects and organizations similar to yours.
Maps and charts help users quickly identify giving trends. This will show
whether a grantmaker is likely to give in your geographic area or field of
interest in the upcoming year.
To get started, simply visit the library and open our catalog website,
www.cplconnect.us. Click Foundation Center Databases and choose the option
that fits you best. Foundation Directory Online will be most useful to nonprofit
organizations, Foundation Grants to Individuals Online is more tailored toward
students seeking scholarships, and Foundation Maps is helpful to find funders
giving in a particular area.
Foundation Center provides an excellent Customer Support page within the
databases. Read instructions and watch video tutorials that explain how to
perform searches and use the databases to find grants.
If you have questions about this or any of our other resources, call 402-5647116 or stop by the Columbus Public Library.
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The Teen Space has something for you to enjoy every day! Students
in grades 6-12 can hang out with friends, do a craft, use a computer
or iPad, or browse through the young adult books. If you prefer to
read books on your electronic device, check out our online resources. Freading, RBdigital and OverDrive all
give you access to some of the newest releases
currently available. You can instantly download
a book by first creating a free account using
your library card. If you would rather listen to a
story than read one, both RBdigital and OverDrive also offer an
audio book section. Is keeping current on all the latest celebrity
news, style trends and make-up more your thing? RBdigital also has
a huge selection of today’s magazines. Log in and explore our digital
library at cplconnect.us.

Calendar Connection
Spring is near so our children’s programs for the last
half of March will provide a welcome relief from winter.
The upcoming stories and crafts will get kids excited for
the warmer weather heading our way. As a reminder,
kids participating in our Word Warriors program will be
eligible to win either a gift certificate to a local restaurant or a book of their choice during our next drawing on March 28th, so keep reading
and entering your tickets!

StoryART
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
March 15th– Buzz’n Bugs
March 29th– Gardening Fun
Story Time
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
March 22nd– Daring Dads
Monday Night Book Adventures
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
March 26th– Hip-Hop Froggies

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any
of the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
This Fallen Prey– Kelley Armstrong

Surprise Me– Sophie Kinsella

8 Bodies is Enough– Stephanie Bond

White Russian– J.A. Konrath

Hope on the Plains– Linda Byler

Sunburn– Laura Lippman

A Princess in Theory– Alyssa Cole

The First Kiss of Spring– Emily March

The Bad Daughter– Joy Fielding

High Treason– DiAnn Mills

Raspberry Danish Murder– Joanne Fluke

Fifty Fifty– James Patterson

Flight of the Hawk– W. Michael Gear

Edge of Darkness– Karen Rose

The Great Alone– Kristin Hannah

About That Kiss– Jill Shalvis

The Wake Up– Catherine Ryan Hyde

Troubled Waters– Susan May Warren

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Alice Hoffman– March 16, 1952
James Patterson– March 22, 1947
Mary Balogh– March 24, 1944
Jayne Ann Krentz– March 28, 1948
Jo Nesbo– March 29, 1960
May your blessings outnumber
the shamrocks that grow, and
may trouble avoid you wherever
you go– Irish blessing

