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In 1970, the idea for Earth Day was proposed by
then-Sen. Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin after he
saw the damage done by a massive oil spill in
Santa Barbara, California in 1969. He was inspired
to organize a national "teach-in" that focused on
educating the public about the environment.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Library Director Laura Whitehead, and was
published in the April 7th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
Your library offers a warm and comfortable place to relax, study, work,
read, or use the computer. As you settle in to enjoy the pleasant atmosphere,
have you ever considered how much cold, hard cash your library allows you to
keep in your pocket?
There are a wide variety of ways the library saves you money. Even taking
advantage of a small percentage of what we have to offer, your family can
(and probably does) save thousands of dollars a year.
First, we will start with the obvious. Any item that you check out from the
library is one item that you did not need to purchase in order to enjoy. The
cost of books, ebooks, magazines, DVDs, audio books and newspapers adds
up fast. Depending upon the type of items that you borrow and how often you
do so, this alone could save your family thousands of dollars a year.
The library offers a variety of programs for all ages and interests—all for
free. Every program that you or your children attend for educational or entertainment purposes would cost between $10 and $50 per person if they were
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offered by a for profit organization.
The library has an impressive array of technology. Almost everyone is aware
of our computers, iPads, wireless internet, and early education learning centers.
However, we also have an exciting assortment of technology in our maker
space that you can use. We have a LulzBot Taz 6—3D Printer, a Trotec Rayjet
50 Laser Engraver/Cutter, a Graphtec 24” Vinyl Cutter, an iMac with software
to record and mix audio, an Oculus Rift and Touch Virtual Reality System, and
an Epson Expression 11000 XL flatbed scanner with an 11” X 17” scan base.
Even to rent one of these items would be remarkably expensive in a commercial setting. But they are at your library and ready for you to use. (Please
note that the makerspace has its own hours and will be open from 10 to 3 on
April 9, from 1 to 4 on April 21, and from 10 to 3 on April 23.)
In addition to the technology itself, we have knowledgeable staff who can
assist you and teach you to be a proficient user of that technology. They can
also answer your questions on topics other than technology, help you conduct
research, or find the perfect book to read for pleasure. Hiring someone to
complete these tasks for you would not take long to become prohibitively
expensive.
We also offer high-quality databases to assist you in everything from fixing
your car, to learning a foreign language, to writing a will, to acing your driving
test. Using these databases alone has the potential to save you a substantial
amount of money, but we also have databases specifically for saving and
managing your money. “Value Line” makes it easy to research companies,
markets, and economies so that you can make the best possible investment
choices. “Weiss Ratings Consumer Guides” assists you in evaluating insurance
and financial products.
Not only does your library save you money personally, but your library is an
excellent investment for your community. For every dollar that is invested in a
library, the community gains an economic return on that investment many
times over.
Frequent use of your library is good for you, your pocketbook, and your
community.

Calendar Connection

In the “Nebraska through Song and Story” program on
Sunday, April 15th at 2 p.m., Dan Holtz celebrates and
commemorates people, places, and events in Nebraska history through stories, historic folk songs and his
own original musical compositions. Accompanying
himself on guitar and harmonica, Dr. Holtz tells stories
of the pioneers who crossed the overland trails, earlyday settlers, Pony Express riders, and Native Americans. He also covers
more recent Nebraskans such as Evelyn Sharp, Nebraska’s pioneer aviatrix,
and more recent events such as the great blizzard of 1949. A native
Nebraskan and emeritus professor of English from Peru State College,
Dan enjoys sharing insights about some of the many things which make
Nebraska unique. This program is brought to us by the Friends of the
Columbus Public Library and Humanities Nebraska.

Calendar Connection
Rachelle will be in the makerspace Saturday, April 21 from 1-4 pm
and Monday, April 23 from 10 am-3 pm. Stop in and see the Lulzbot
Taz 6 3D printer, Trotec Rayjet 50 laser cutter, Epson Expression
flatbed scanner with an 11”x17” scan base, and Graphtec vinyl cutter. The makerspace is located on the 2nd floor of the library in
Rooms 222 and 223.

Have you been thinking of trying to learn a new
language or is your family planning a vacation to a
foreign country this summer? If you answered “yes”
to either of these questions then check out Mango
Languages. Mango offers access to 72 foreign
languages and also offers 21 English courses
taught in the user’s native language. Mango is free for all Columbus Public
Library cardholders and can be accessed anywhere with an Internet connection. Each lesson combines real life situations and audio from native speakers
with simple, clear instructions. In addition to traditional language courses,
Mango also offers the opportunity to learn through foreign film with Mango
Premiere™. Students are exposed to four key areas of language learning –
vocabulary, phrases, culture and grammar – all while enjoying the fun and
excitement of a movie. To get started with Mango Languages, follow the link
from the Digital Library page of our website, cplconnect.us. You can use Mango
as a guest or to track your progress, create a free account by typing in your
name and email, then create a password. With an account, Mango keeps track
of what lessons you’ve completed and videos you’ve watched so you avoid
duplication.

Calendar Connection
Visit the library for some of our awesome weekly programs. Mr. H has planned all the stories and activities
around kid-friendly topics. After the programs, explore
the Children’s Room. Many new books and DVD’s have
been added recently. You can also let your child play at
the Lego table, color in the Coloring Zone, use iPads or
computers, or just cuddle up with a book in an armchair. For older kids participating in
our Word Warriors program, we will have a raffle drawing for a choice of a new book
or a gift certificate to a local restaurant on April 25th, so keep reading and entering
those tickets!
Story Time
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
April 19th– Creative Colors
StoryART
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
April 26th– Daring Duckies
Monday Night Book Adventures
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
April 23rd– Gardening Fun
Super Sensational Saturday
10:30 a.m.-Noon
April 21st– Fontenelle Forest Raptor Recovery Presentation
Meet live, non-releasable raptors while learning about their hunting skills, habitats,
and other facts. Touch artifacts and hear the actual calls of these amazing birds.

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
The Bishop’s Pawn– Steve Berry

The Escape Artist– Brad Meltzer

If I Live– Terri Blackstock

Wyoming Winter– Diana Palmer

The Disappeared– C.J. Box

Red Alert– James Patterson

Plum Tea Crazy– Laura Childs

Alternate Side– Anna Quindlen

As You Wish– Jude Deveraux

The Kremlin Conspiracy– Joel C. Rosenberg

No Earls Allowed– Shana Galen

The Color of Love– Sharon Sala

The Girl in the Moon– Terry Goodkind

Beneath a Prairie Moon– Kim Vogel Sawyer

His Risk– Shelley Shepard Gray

Accidental Heroes– Danielle Steel

The Day She Disappeared– Christobel Kent

Caribbean Rim– Randy Wayne White

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Nick Hornby– April 17, 1957
Barbara Park– April 21, 1947
William Shakespeare– April 23, 1564
David Morrell– April 24, 1943
John Boyne– April 30, 1971
We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors,
we borrow it from our children– Native American
proverb

