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The names of the signers of the Declaration
of Independence were withheld from the
public for more than six months to protect
their identities. If independence had not been
achieved, the treasonable act of the signers
would have, by law, resulted in their deaths.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Reference Librarian Karen Connell, and was
published in the June 15th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
Everyone knows that libraries have books you can borrow and hopefully you
know that we also have audiobooks, magazines, and DVDs that you can
borrow using your library card. In addition to physical items to check out,
there are online resources you can access with your library card, including
databases, ebooks, and downloadable audiobooks. You can access coloring
pages to print from RBdigital Magazines, run a search to find business leads
with AtoZdatabases, learn about other countries with AtoZ the World, and
stream music with Freegal Music. But did you know you can borrow a staff
person using our Book a Librarian at the Columbus Public Library?
Of course you can stop by the library anytime and we will help you send a
fax, print from your device or our public access computers, scan a document
to an email address or flash drive, find a book to read, use our wifi and more,
but our Book a Librarian service provides uninterrupted time to learn how to
do these and other things. We can help you learn how to use your smartphone, tablet, or laptop. We can show you how to type a document on our
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public access computers or make and print mailing labels. We can also use
Novelist Plus (a reading recommendation resource) to help you find the next
book, series, or author to enjoy.
Using the Book a Librarian service, you get a half hour with a staff person to
answer your questions and help you access the various services the library
provides. During recent sessions, I have helped people learn how to take pictures with their new camera and transfer them to their laptop, create folders
on their laptop to organize photos and files, type and print Christmas letters,
and use Google Maps in preparation for an upcoming trip.
Staff can assist you in learning how to access various library services on your
electronic device as well. Installing and setting up the apps available for downloadable books, audiobooks, magazines, and music (Overdrive, Cloud Library,
RBdigital Books & Magazines, and Freegal Music) can be a daunting task for
new smartphone users so we will walk them through the process. Once the
apps are set up, we can show you how to use them. Whether it be searching
or browsing to find a song, borrowing a book or putting one in your wish list,
or downloading an audiobook to your device, we will help you figure it all out.
In order to use the Book a Librarian service, simply call or stop by and ask to
sign up. We will have you fill out a short form with your contact information
and a description of what you’d like to learn. The request gets assigned to a
staff person knowledgeable in that subject area. That staff person will then
contact you to schedule a time to meet.
If you have any questions about the Book a Librarian service, or any other
service the library provides, please stop by to see us or call 402-564-7116.

Calendar Connection
This is the last week to enter a mystery in
our short story contest. Any genre of story
can be entered, as long as there is a little
mystery involved. If you can limit it to 20
pages or less our judges would appreciate
it. You can either come into the library and drop your entry off at Customer
Service, or e-mail it to us at library@columbusne.us. Amazon gift cards will be
our prize this year- $50 will be awarded to first place, $35 for second, and $20
for the third place winner. The winning story will also be published in the
library newsletter. So get writing! All submissions need to be in by Sunday,
July 1st.

Calendar Connection
On Saturday, July 7th at 2 p.m., come cool off
at the Columbus Public Library and hear the
enthralling sounds of Peter Fletcher playing
classical guitar. We are thrilled to offer a
concert to the public for free as he is in
demand as a performer all over the country.
Peter began guitar study at the age of seven
and by the age of fifteen, he made his formal
debut. You can visit his webpage at http://
www.peterfletcher.com. Come with your friends and family and
enjoy music at the library!

Calendar Connection

Calendar Connection
Teen Summer Reading:
Anytime Activity July 2nd-8th– DIY Harmonica
July 3rd at 1:00 p.m.– Gadgets & Gizmos
Try out the variety of technology the Teen Space
has to offer. From robots to virtual reality to 3D
printing, there’s something for everyone to try!
July 5th at 1:00 p.m.– 60 Seconds to Succeed
Complete crazy challenges in a minute or less!
Anytime Activity July 9th-15th– Fame Game
July 10th at 1:00 p.m.– CD Scratch Art
Express yourself with this recycled craft that
rocks!
July 12th at 1:00 p.m.– Escape Room Challenge
Solve puzzles and piece together clues to solve a mystery and escape the room!

Calendar Connection
Children’s Summer Reading: Each week has its own theme
Sound Science @ Your Library:
July 2nd at 10:30 a.m.– Movie in the Auditorium
July 3rd at 10:30 a.m.– Edgerton Explorit Center’s Sound Experimentation
July 4th– Library Closed
July 5th at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.– Story Time

Wild Howls @ Your Library:
July 9th at 10:30 a.m.– Movie in the Auditorium
July 10th at 10:30 a.m.– Wildlife Encounters’ Critter Presentation
July 11th– No CPL Roadies (3rd-5th graders)
July 13th at 10:30 a.m. at Ag Park Exhibit Hall– Story Time at the Platte County Fair

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
A Date with Murder– Donald Bain

The Crooked Staircase– Dean Koontz

Home is Where the Heart Is– Linda Byler

The Weaver’s Daughter– Sarah E. Ladd

Room on the Porch Swing– Amy Clipston

The New Neighbors– Simon Lelic

The Forgotten Road– Richard Paul Evans

Send Down the Rain– Charles Martin

By Invitation Only– Dorothea Benton Frank

Warlight– Michael Ondaatje

Charmed Bones– Carolyn Haines

The 17th Suspect– James Patterson

The Plastic Magician– Charlie N. Holmberg

Property– Lionel Shriver

Surrender– Joan Johnston

See Also Proof– Larry D. Sweazy

Death Doesn’t Bargain– Sherrilyn Kenyon

Storm Front– Susan May Warren

Our monthly Tech Tuesday will be held
on July 10th from 6-8 p.m. on the first
floor of the East Wing. You are welcome
to bring your own electronic devices or
just explore the ones we have in the
library for patrons to use. This is a great
opportunity to ask any questions you
have about our online resources, or to
learn tips to better understand your own
devices. Call 402-564-7116 for more
information. Ask for Karen, Elicia, or
Melissa.

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Richard Rhodes– July 4, 1937
Robert Heinlein– July 7, 1907
Barbara Cartland– July 9, 1901
Donald E. Westlake– July 12, 1933
Richard Russo– July 15, 1949

America was not built on fear. America
was built on courage, on imagination, and
an unbeatable determination to do the job
at hand– Harry S. Truman

