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Ancient pagans celebrated midsummer with
bonfires. It was believed that the crops would
grow as high as a couple could jump across
the fire. Additionally, bonfires would generate
magic by boosting the sun’s powers.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Library Foundation Board Member Mimi Ernst,
and was published in the June 29th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
If you think the only items available for checkout at Columbus Public Library
are books, you’d be right. That is, if you made that statement in 1878. The
library is one of the oldest institutions in Columbus, whose growth mirrors that
of the city itself. Here are a few highlights of its development and citizens who
led the journey.
The unofficial beginning of the Columbus Public Library consisted of a few
shelves containing some donated books in the reading room of the Columbus
Presbyterian Church. Anyone who paid $1 had the privilege of borrowing a
book and was considered a member of the Library Association. When the
number of books dwindled, the library would close, reopening when a sufficient number of books were returned or donated.
In 1900, the Women’s Club convinced the City Council to house some books
in City Hall and make them available to the public. William Becker, city clerk,
served as the librarian. Popularity of the library justified its existence, but
devoted library patrons like Mildilde Brugger wanted more. She convinced the
City Council to pass an ordinance making the library a regular city department.
This new status qualified the library to receive financial support to purchase
books. In addition, the Library Board of Trustees was established to set policy
and recommend and evaluate the library director.
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In 1915, Betty Weaver Gerrard donated a city lot as a memorial to her husband so the first public library in Columbus could be built. A grant of $13,000
and a floor plan came from the Carnegie Library Foundation. This enabled the
City to erect the building now used by Buss Auction and Realty Company on
the southwest corner of 15th Street and 25th Avenue. Mrs. Kathryn Ericksen
Lohr, of Walker, Minnesota, grew up in the house directly across the street
from the Carnegie Library where The City Mission is now located. She recalled,
“Every night after finishing the dishes, my two sisters and I ran across the
street to the library, so we could read any book we wanted for a few hours.
This gave my poor mother some much deserved peace and quiet.”
The Carnegie style library served Columbus well for 61 years. However, by
the mid-1960s, a larger facility was necessitated by the growth of Columbus’
population, consolidation of school districts, and an increase in student enrollment. Also the “information age” was on the horizon. Anticipating the need for
a larger library facility, the Library Board knew they must draft a plan to raise
money.
The first steps were to hire local attorney Bill Grant to draft the Articles of
Incorporation, while Foundation members composed a set of by-laws. Together these two documents were certified by the Nebraska Secretary of State. The
Library now had a Foundation, a 501(c)3, dedicated to raising funds for a new
building.
Members of the first Library Foundation were E.H. Lohr, Norma Schaufelberger, Lucy Venable, Hanson Elliott, William Noll, Ron Novicki, Virginia Smith,
Leo Dowd, and Lois Behlen. Little did they know the answer to their goal of
finding greater space to house the library was a mere 15 feet away.
On December 8, 1976, the City purchased the two public power office buildings south of the Carnegie building. The former Consumer Public Power building was offered to the Library Board, if the Foundation could raise enough
money to transform parts of the Consumer building into efficient library space.
The Foundation succeeded in raising $100,000 in a fairly short time thanks to
many generous donations, including those from Library Director Winn Jacobs,
William Curry, and Leo Dowd.
The remodeling was completed in late 1977 and the titles of the Consumer
Public Power Building and the NPPD office building were turned over to the
city. The new library building was extremely popular. Prior to its new location,
the average number of annual checkouts was 70,000. During the first year in
the new building 100,000 items were checked out.

Calendar Connection
On Saturday, July 21st at 2 p.m., Beverly Beavers
comes in costume and character to tell the
fascinating story of Lady Vestey. Lady Vestey
became the highest paid woman executive
in the world in the early 1900’s. As an employee of the Vestey Cold Storage Company she
traveled extensively and learned many languages. She was instrumental in providing
food for the Allied troops during World War I and lived in London
during the bombing of Britain during World War
II. She joined the English nobility when she
married her boss, William. They bought their
own cruise ship named the Arandora Star and
lived in a huge house in London named
Kingswood. Lady Vestey traveled far, but she
never found a place that she liked better than
Nebraska. Come to the library to hear this
amazing woman’s story! Treats will be provided.
We have a special guest appearance by a muchrequested musician, Joey Leone, who is coming
to the Columbus Public Library Monday night,
July 23rd at 7 p.m. Joey Leone and his band from
Vermont will be coming to perform “Shades of
Blue in America”. Joey Leone is a prolific blues
guitar player and music historian. He will present
a history of the American Blues - a program of
musical performances, historical facts, and personal stories from Joey from his
days playing and touring with blues legends like Etta James, Otis Rush, Wilson
Pickett, The Coasters and even movie star Bruce Willis.
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Teen Summer Reading:
Anytime Activity July 16th-22nd– Read-In
July 17th at 1:00 p.m.– DIY Wind Chimes
More cool and musical recycled art for you to create and enjoy!
July 19th at 1:00 p.m.– Beanie Baby Remix
The original is good, but the remix rocks!
Warning: small stuffed animals will be
harmed in the making of this craft.
Anytime Activity July 23rd-29th– Book in a Jar
July 24th at 1:00 p.m.- Henna Tattoos
Learn about the art of Mehndi and decorate
yourself for summer. Wear clothes that are
okay to stain. Permission slips are required
for this event.
July 26th at 1:00 p.m.– Snacks & a Movie
Make your own delicious snacks and enjoy an old movie.
July 27th at 10:00 a.m.– Party @ The Plunge
Summer readers can enjoy a morning at the Pawnee Plunge before the park is
open to the public. A picnic will follow in Pawnee Park. Participants must be
registered for the summer reading program and participate in some way in JuneJuly to attend.
Anytime Activity July 30th– August 3rd– Read-In
August 3rd– All reading logs are due

Calendar Connection
Children’s Summer Reading: Each week has its own theme
World of Music @ Your Library:
July 16th at 10:30 a.m.– Movie in the Auditorium
July 17th at 10:30 a.m. – Matt Parlane’s Instruments From Around the World
July 18th at 10:30 a.m.– CPL Roadies (3rd-5th graders)
July 19th at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.– Story Time

Aquatic Booms @ Your Library:
July 23rd at 10:30 a.m.– Movie in the Auditorium
July 25th at 10:30 a.m.– CPL Roadies (3rd-5th graders)
July 26th at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.– Story Time
July 27th at 10:00 a.m. at the Pawnee Plunge– Pool Party
Swim until 11:30 a.m., then enjoy a hot dog picnic in Pawnee Park

Please have your reading logs turned in to the library by August 3rd!

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
The Skaar Invasion– Terry Brooks

Heaven Adjacent– Catherine Ryan Hyde

The Hawaiian Discovery– Wanda E. Brunstetter

Ruthless– Lisa Jackson

Dead Girls– Graeme Cameron

To the Moon and Back– Karen Kingsbury

The Gray Ghost– Clive Cussler

Wicked and the Wallflower– Sarah MacLean

The Patchwork Bride– Sandra Dallas

The Great Believers– Rebecca Makkai

Before and Again– Barbara Delinsky

Bring Me Back– B.A. Paris

All We Ever Wanted– Emily Giffin

The Pharaoh Key– Preston & Child

Night Fall– Simon R. Green

The Moscow Deception– Karen Robards

The View From Here– Lynne Hinton

Rainy Day Friends– Jill Shalvis

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
William Makepeace Thackeray– July 18, 1811
Michael Connelly– July 21, 1956
S.E. Hinton– July 22, 1948
Robyn Carr– July 25, 1951
J.K. Rowling– July 31, 1965
Summer afternoon—summer afternoon;
to me those have always been the two
most beautiful words in the English
language– Henry James

Connecting Readers & Writers
Our CPL Book Discussion Group selection for
July is “Still Life” by Louise Penny.
Chief Inspector Armand Gamache of the
Sûreté du Québec and his team of investigators
are called in to the scene of a suspicious death
in a rural village south of Montréal and yet a
world away. Jane Neal, a long-time resident of
Three Pines, has been found dead in the woods.
The locals are certain it's a tragic hunting accident and nothing more but Gamache smells
something foul this holiday season…and is soon
certain that Jane died at the hands of someone
much more sinister than a careless bowhunter.
With this award-winning first novel, Louise
Penny introduces an engaging hero in Inspector
Gamache, who commands his forces--and this
series--with power, ingenuity, and charm.
We will have our book discussion on Thursday,
July 26th at 7:00 p.m.

