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The most expensive book in the world, “Die
Aufgabe” by Tomas Alexander Hartmann,
costs $200.9 million and is 13 pages long.
Hartmann believes himself to be the greatest
philosopher of all time, and claims that since
it took him 30 years to write the book, and
that there will only be one copy printed, those
reasons justify the high price.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Library and Foundation Board Member Cheryl
Rambour, and was published in the July 21st edition of the Columbus
Telegram.
I love to read. Life got in the way until I joined a book club. I am embarrassed to say before joining this book club, I was barely reading at all! The
club is made up of about 20 women from all career backgrounds. I knew
about 2/3 of the group before joining, but have met more wonderful ladies
whose paths and mine have never crossed until now.
In November, we all bring books that we are endorsing to be chosen for the
reading list for the upcoming year. The prerequisite is that you have personally already read the book and would recommend it to the group. The group
discusses each recommended book and chooses 1 book to read in the upcoming year in the following categories: biography, Nebraska authors, young
adult, mystery, and a classic. The other months are filled in with whatever we
choose.
www.columbusne.us/library
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This was my first time recommending a book and the group chose my read,
“Molokai” by Alan Brennert. I then reviewed this book with the group this past
month. What does a book review look like? Well, we begin with a brief biography on the author. What other books has he/she also written and what
inspired them to write this story. We also are asked to find at least one favorable review and one negative review from a reputable source such as Goodreads, the NY Times or another major newspaper. We then get into discussion
questions. Book club discussion questions are often found in the back of the
book. Several reputable websites such as Oprah’s Book Club, Target Book Club
or publisher’s websites also provide discussion questions.
I suggested the book, “Molokai” because I have relatives that reside in
Hawaii and I am intrigued about Catholic saints. It is the story of the lepers
who were exiled on the Hawaiian island of Molokai beginning in 1891 until
1969. There are still lepers living there today. This story begins after the death
of St. Damien of Molokai, a Catholic priest who chose to travel to the island to
care for lepers and was responsible for building a school, housing and a hospital. Rachel, age 7, was taken from her family and exiled to the island. Rachel
becomes close to one of the Catholic sisters, gets married and has a child. This
story could be called “When everything bad happens to the same person” but
it is more than that. Rachel chooses to keep hope, and also chooses to find the
good in people. Bitterness is not in her soul. She suffers a lot of loss, but
chooses to live a good life.
The book club ladies all really enjoyed my first recommendation—we are
currently reading “Before We Were Yours”. I HIGHLY recommend this read—it
is about the Tennessee Children’s Home. We also are reading “Lilac Girls”- a
WWII story.
Needless to say, I am reading again-and loving it. I have also made some
new friends along the way!
Our library hosts a book club, which is open to anyone. Call 564-7116 for
more information.
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Rachelle will be in the makerspace Saturday, August 4th from 1-4 pm, and
Monday, August 13th from 10-3 pm. If you need to digitize documents, photographs, slides, or film negatives, the Epson Expression 11000 XL flatbed scanner
is the perfect tool for these jobs. Our Trotec Rayjet 50 laser cutter and engraver
is available for you to use on any engraving or wood cutting and acrylic
projects you would like to try. You have probably heard about all the cool
things you can make with a 3D printer. Come in and check out our LulzBot
Taz 6 3D printer. With this, you can import models or make your own designs.
The makerspace also offers a Graphtec 24” vinyl cutter, green screen, and
Oculus Rift for exploring the world of virtual reality. If you would like to have a
look at everything we offer, or try out some of the equipment, the makerspace
is located on the second floor of the library in Rooms 222 and 223.

We are excited to be bringing in Theron Milo Christensen, the Rocky Mountain
Wizard, on Monday, August 6th at 2 pm in the Children’s Room. Theron will
delight us with his unique blend of comedy and magic. With over 14 years of
experience dazzling audiences both young and old, he knows how to guarantee
an awesome show. Some of his tricks include plucking real dollar bills right out
of the air, summoning a Genie from a bottle that
whispers secrets about the future, and folding a
pocket handkerchief into a mouse which comes to
life in his hands and jumps around the room! Bring
your family to the library to enjoy a free magic
show and prepare to be amazed!

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
The Moscow Offensive– Dale Brown

The One You Can’t Forget– Roni Loren

Brief Cases– Jim Butcher

Tom Clancy Line of Sight– Mike Maden

The Melody– Jim Crace

Night-Gaunts– Joyce Carol Oates

My Kind of Christmas– Janet Dailey

Visible Empire– Hannah Pittard

The 49th Mystic– Ted Dekker

Ella– Sarah Price

Shadow Keeper– Christine Feehan

Shelter in Place– Nora Roberts

Fade to Black– Heather Graham

Dreams of Falling– Karen White

Florida– Lauren Groff

Between You & Me– Susan Wiggs

Too Wilde to Wed– Eloisa James

More Than Meets the Eye– Karen Witemeyer

Our monthly Tech Tuesday will be held on
August 14th from 6-8 p.m. on the first
floor of the East Wing. You are welcome
to bring your own electronic devices or
just explore the ones we have in the
library for patrons to use. This is a great
opportunity to ask any questions you
have about our online resources, or to
learn tips to better understand your own
devices. Call 402-564-7116 for more
information. Ask for Karen, Elicia, or
Melissa.

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Dennis Lehane– August 4, 1965
Garrison Keillor– August 7, 1942
Alex Haley– August 11, 1921
Tom Perrotta– August 13, 1961
Stieg Larsson– August 15, 1954

Our CPL Book Discussion Group selection
for August is “Exit West” by Mohsin Hamid.
In a country teetering on the brink of
civil war, two young people meet—sensual,
fiercely independent Nadia and gentle,
restrained Saeed. They embark on a furtive
love affair and are soon cloistered in a
premature intimacy by the unrest roiling
their city. When it explodes, turning familiar
streets into a patchwork of checkpoints and
bomb blasts, they begin to hear whispers
about doors—doors that can whisk people
far away, if perilously and for a price. As the
violence escalates, Nadia and Saeed decide
that they no longer have a choice. Leaving
their homeland and their old lives behind,
they find a door and step through.
We will have our book discussion on
Thursday, August 30th at 7:00 p.m.

