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Girls in Scotland believed they could see an image of their
future husband if they hung wet sheets in front of the fire
on Halloween. Another belief was that if a girl walked
backwards down the stairs while holding a mirror at midnight,
she would see her future mate in the reflection.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Library Director Laura Whitehead on September
25th for the Columbus Telegram.
“Libraries store the energy that fuels the imagination. They open up windows to the world and inspire us to explore and achieve, and contribute to
improving our quality of life. Libraries change lives for the better.” —Sidney
Sheldon.
But what happens if you live in a very remote area where there are no
libraries? Or a not so remote area, but you do not have the transportation to
get to your nearest library? Luckily, librarians are a very committed, determined, and creative group of professionals. If you cannot get to a library, they
will find a way to bring the library and its services to you.
The most common and widely recognized way that librarians do this is with
a bookmobile. Bookmobiles have been used by librarians since the mid-1800s.
There are approximately 659 bookmobiles currently operating in the United
States and we are fortunate enough to have our own bookmobile that delivers
library services to Platte County residents.
While bookmobiles are a very important part of bringing library services to
remote areas, they are generally difficult or impossible to maneuver into
small, heavily congested, or pedestrian areas. For these situations, librarians
use a bicycle bookmobile or book bike. The Omaha Public Library has been
using a book bike since 2014. The specially designed bicycle pulls a trailer
filled with books and is a mobile hot spot to make it easy for members of the
community to download e-books
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However, some areas of the world are even too remote for a book bike. In
Kenya, for example, there are few roads. The roads that do exist are underdeveloped and not always well-maintained. Reaching communities by traveling
in a more traditional bookmobile would be impossible. So, in 1996, the Kenyan
government began the Camel Library Service. Camels deliver books to seminomadic people who live in the remote areas of Northeastern Kenya.
Donkeys are also used to deliver library services in some parts of the world.
Columbian, Venezuelan, and Ethiopian donkeys are outfitted with special packs
to carry books and materials to rural villages. There was even a PBS film
released in 2011, “Biblioburro: The Donkey Library”, that tells the story of Luis
Soriano. He and his two donkeys deliver books to remote Columbian villages
every weekend. Zimbabwe takes their Donkey Drawn Electro-Communication
Library Carts to an entirely new level. Solar units on the carts supply the power
to provide radio, telephone, and internet services in addition to books, music,
and videos. Similar to Zimbabwe, Thailand also provides technology along with
their books to remote villages. However, in Thailand, they use elephants
instead of donkeys.
Norway has its own set of accessibility issues. In addition to the many
mountains and fjords, weather is often an issue when attempting to travel
to a library. In 1959, to bring library services to the remote areas of Hordaland
County, a book boat was put into operation. The book boat serves as a floating
library and now provides library services to two additional counties.
If you are fortunate enough to be able to regularly visit your library, your
librarians will be happy to see you and will readily help you with your information needs. However, if you ever find yourself in a position where you are
unable to get to the library, no matter what it takes—truck, bike, camel,
donkey, elephant, or boat--your library will find a way to deliver library services
to you.

Calendar Connection
On Thursday, October 25th from 5-7 PM, the
Downtown Business Association will once
again sponsor a Trick or Treat event. Children can
dress up in costumes and visit downtown merchants
to receive treats. Make sure to stop by Frankfort
Square between those hours for Halloween crafts,
activities, and the farmers market. The library will
have a table set up for kids to make a ghoulish craft
they can take home. Once you are finished trick or
treating downtown, come into the library for a free

bookmark and some yummy candy!

Calendar Connection
We have recently added some new machines to our makerspace. Because of
the popularity of 3D printing, we purchased a FlashForge CreatorPro to go
along with our Lulzbot Taz 6 3D printer. For those of you who like to sew,
you are going to love the Bernina 560 sewing machine. With 676 stitches
available, this machine is perfect for sewing, embroidery, and quilting. If
you would like to convert VHS movies to DVD, we now offer a combination
VHS/DVD player and recorder. If your child wants a poster for his room or
you need to create visuals for a presentation, our HP DesignJet T520 large
format printer would be perfect for the job! As you can see, we have all
kinds of cool tools available. Come up and see for yourself! Our makerspace
hours for the rest of October are:
Saturday, October 13th from 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
Monday, October 22nd from 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 27th from 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.

Calendar Connection
The Teen Space is always available during open hours. Young adults have a
great time socializing with friends and checking out what’s new, from
books to gadgets and crafts. Rachelle has also ordered many great new
books for teens. Some to check out this month are: “Sanctuary” by Caryn
Lix, “The Looking Glass” by Janet McNally, “Harbor Me”
by Jacqueline Woodson, “The Sacrifice Box” by Martin
J. Stewart, “That’s Not What Happened” by Kody
Keplinger, and “Monster” by Walter Dean Myers.

Our children’s programs continue to excite and entertain
all the little ones who come to the library. Mr. H and
Miss Peggy are always on the lookout for fun new stories
and crafts to keep young minds engaged. They are also
incorporating more early literacy and basic skills into the
programs. Check out the schedule below to see what is
in store through the end of October. For those participating in our Word Warriors
program, we will have a drawing on October 30th so enter those tickets!
Monday Night Book Adventures
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
October 22nd– Halloween Fun
Story Time
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
October 18th– Pumpkin-O-Rama

StoryART
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
October 25th– Halloween Fun

Super Sensational Saturday
10:00 a.m.-Noon
October 27th– Halloween Boo-Bash!

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
Transcription– Kate Atkinson

Depth of Winter– Craig Johnson

Sunrise Highway– Peter Blauner

Why Not Tonight– Susan Mallery

A Christmas by the Sea– Melody Carlson

From Here to You– Jamie McGuire

Shadow Tyrants– Clive Cussler

Dear Evelyn– Kathy Page

Before and Again– Barbara Delinsky

Dark Tide Rising– Anne Perry

Tear Me Apart– J.T. Ellison

Once a Scoundrel– Mary Jo Putney

Echoes of Evil– Heather Graham

Ours for a Season– Kim Vogel Sawyer

Button Man– Andrew Gross

Dune Drive– Mariah Stewart

Dead Man Running– Steve Hamilton

A Forgotten Place– Charles Todd

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Robert Jordan– October 17, 1948
Debbie Macomber– October 22, 1948
Gabrielle Zevin– October 24, 1977
J.A. Jance– October 27, 1944
Neal Stephenson– October 31, 1959

When witches go riding, and black cats are
seen, the moon laughs and whispers 'tis near
Halloween– Unknown

