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Raymond Weeks championed the creation of a
day to honor all veterans. He even petitioned
and convinced Dwight D. Eisenhower before he
became president. For his tireless actions in
honor of veterans, President Ronald Reagan
awarded Mr. Weeks the Presidential Citizenship
Medal in 1982.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Library Board President Kathryn Ballobin, and
was published in the October 18th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
Today’s young adults:
* Make up 25% of all public library users.
* Are second in size only to the Baby Boomers.
* Are the most ethnically and racially diverse generation ever.
Young adults, ages 12-18, do seek out and value access to materials and
services provided by public libraries. YALSA, Young Adult Library Services
Association, reported that all teens could benefit from library support.
“Libraries can spark an interest in their young adult patrons and... help
prepare teens for a 21st century workforce.”
Services that young adults appreciate and utilize include free public Internet, free lending materials, lists of recommended reading and websites, formal
or informal technology training, and access to online homework help. Each
library strives to create a welcoming and supportive environment for young
people.
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people.
Libraries support the building of Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Math (STEM) related skills. Young adults should learn how to perform the basic
skills of research by finding and analyzing appropriate and relevant reporting
information.
In the 2008 report, “Rising Above the Storm: Energizing and Employing
America for a Brighter Economic Future”, The National Academy of Sciences
(NAS) included the following recommendation: “Make the United States the
most attractive setting in which to study and perform research so that we can
develop, recruit, and retain the best and brightest students, scientists, and
engineers from within the United States and throughout the world.” Public
libraries are recognized as an essential community resource for providing information, education and programming to support young adult development of
STEM-related skills.
Young adults have grown up surrounded by technology; they take its availability for granted. They are skillful at accessing personal and school-related
information using mobile devices. However, they are not as skillful in locating
credible sources, identifying and sorting through research-based resources and
analyzing the information. They can gain skills in understanding and utilizing
the vast amount of information that is available. Library staff can assist young
adults into becoming skillful researchers.
Libraries with Makerspaces are becoming commonplace. Makerspaces
provide opportunities for young people to access resources that will help them
develop the skills and knowledge necessary to STEM-related careers.
Equipment and scientific-related materials can become costly for individual
families to purchase but reasonable when sharing as community resources.
Well-staffed libraries with appropriate resources can ensure that our young
adults have the access to information and services that will contribute to their
future career interests and skill development. They can then become better
prepared to enter the many STEM–related careers that have recently come
into existence, those that are just emerging, and those still unknown.
Check with the Columbus Public Library about STEM-related services available to our young adults.
“There is not such a cradle of democracy on earth as the Free Public Library,
this republic of letters, where neither rank, office, nor wealth receives the
slightest consideration" - Andrew Carnegie

Calendar Connection
On Saturday, November 3rd at 2 p.m., Jeff Barnes from Humanities Nebraska will come to tell us about Nebraska landmarks. From the first trader cabins through the
skyscrapers of today, the buildings of Nebraska tell the story
of the state. They carry the tales of pioneers, of its immigrant
and ethnic groups, of its famous sons and daughters, of its
suffering through war, its prosperity in peace, and of its innovation and excellence. Jeff Barnes, author of the new book
“150 at 150: Nebraska’s Landmark Buildings at the State’s Sesquicentennial”, features
many of the buildings that have survived the decades, the architects who designed
them, and the communities and people who used them. His talk also highlights Thomas Rogers Kimball, the state’s greatest architect and the newest inductee in the Nebraska Hall of Fame.
Additionally, Mr. Barnes will also feature some of our local landmarks during
National Novel Writing Month is an annual,
internet-based creative writing project that
takes place during the month of November.
Participants attempt to write a 50,000 word
manuscript between November 1st and
November 30th. Well-known authors write
"pep talks" to keep writers motivated throughout the process. The
website provides participants with tips for overcoming writer's block,
information on where local participants are meeting, and an online
community of support. NaNoWriMo focuses on the length of a work
rather than the quality, encouraging writers to finish their first draft so
that it can later be edited at the author's discretion. The project started
in July 1999 with 21 participants, and 2017 saw that number increase
to 402,142 writers. This year’s theme is “NaNoWriMo Is...”. If you are
interested in writing, and are up for the challenge, check out
nanowrimo.org to find out how to find your voice and tell your story.
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On November 15th, starting at 5 p.m. and going until 8 p.m., come
to the Columbus Public Library to enjoy our annual Story Walk! We
coordinate our Story Walk with the Downtown Christmas Stroll and
the Festival of Trees. This year the delightful story of “Hoot and Peep:
A Song for Snow” by Lita Judge will be on different storyboards
around the library. Follow a map to each storyboard station for the
next pages of the story and a treat. When you participate in the
Story Walk that evening, the last pages will take you to the Friends
of the Library book sale in the basement. The bag
you are given at the beginning of the Story Walk
can be filled with books purchased at bargain
prices. Come in out of the cold and enjoy the
library atmosphere while you walk around reading
about the adventures of Hoot and Peep! Don’t
miss this fun evening!

Calendar Connection
We will be having an extra book sale during
the Downtown Christmas Stroll and Library
Story Walk on November 15th from 5 p.m. to
8 p.m. The Friends of the Library will open
their book sale room that evening to the public. The Friends are offering children’s
books at 25 cents, adult paperbacks at 50 cents, and adult hardbacks at $1. You can’t
go wrong with these prices! This will be the last opportunity before Christmas to pick
up gifts for those book lovers on your holiday list. It would also be a great time to
purchase books for yourself to read during the cold, winter months which will be here
before we know it!

According to the website makerspace.com, “Makerspaces are community centers with
tools. Makerspaces combine manufacturing equipment, community, and education for
the purposes of enabling community members to design, prototype and create manufactured works that wouldn’t be possible to create with the resources available to individuals working alone”. This is an excellent definition, and explains one of the reasons
why a makerspace is so beneficial to the area it serves– everyone has equal access to
the use of all the tools and equipment. If you would like to use our makerspace, it will
be open from 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 3rd and from 10:00 a.m.3:00 p.m. on Monday, November 5th.

Calendar Connection
The Teen Space continues to be a comfortable spot for young adults to
congregate for a few hours after school. They are welcome to use the
computers, play board games, try out the Oculus Rift, and of course,
check out all the recently added books. A few of the
great new reads are listed below.
“The Deepest Roots” by Miranda Asebedo
“Girls Can’t Hit” by Tom Easton
“Where the Woods End” by Charlotte Salter
Children have been busy painting, coloring and gluing
all kinds of crafts in the Children’s Room. Mr. H had
kids creating fun projects for Halloween, including
ghosts made out of paper plates and streamers, Q-Tip
skeletons, and cupcakes decorated with M & M’s and
candy pumpkins. With Thanksgiving coming up, you
can count on more entertaining holiday art projects this month. Check out the schedule below for the activities planned through the middle of November. Also, a reminder
for all the Word Warriors participants to keep reading and make sure to hand in your
tickets for a chance to win a prize of your choice on November 27th.
Story Time
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
November 1st– Alligator Antics
November 15th– Happy Thanksgiving!

StoryART
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
November 8th– World of Color

Super Sensational Saturday
10:00 a.m.-Noon
November 10th– Thanksgiving Celebration
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There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
Suffer the Children– Lisa Black

The Forbidden Door– Dean Koontz

Paris in the Dark– Robert Olen Butler

Bury the Lead– Archer Mayor

Freedom’s Light– Colleen Coble

They Won’t Be Hurt– Kevin O’Brien

My Kind of Christmas– Janet Dailey

Juror #3– James Patterson

A Willing Murder– Jude Deveraux

Sadie- Sarah Price

Christmas Cake Murder– Joanne Fluke

Leverage in Death– J.D. Robb

Take a Chance– Shelley Shepard Gray

Rainy Day Friends– Jill Shalvis

The Naturalists– C.G. Haberman

Spymaster– Brad Thor

Field of Bones– J.A. Jance

The Guilty Dead– P.J. Tracy

Our monthly Tech Tuesday will be held on
November 13th from 6-8 p.m. on the first
floor of the East Wing. You are welcome
to bring your own electronic devices or
just explore the ones we have in the
library for patrons to use. This is a great
opportunity to ask any questions you
have about our online resources, or to
learn tips to better understand your own
devices. Call 402-564-7116 for more
information. Ask for Karen, Elicia, or
Melissa.

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Karen Marie Moning– November 1, 1964
Charles Frazier– November 4, 1950
Joshua Ferris– November 8, 1974

Elizabeth Day– November 10, 1978
Christine Feehan– November 12, 1967
Our CPL Book Discussion Group selection for
November is “The Blackhouse” by Peter May.
Peter May has crafted a page-turning murder
mystery that explores the darkness in our
souls, and just how difficult it is to escape the
past. Winner of Prix Ancres Noires 2010, The
Blackhouse was published in French as L'Ile
des Chasseurs D'Oiseaux before publication in
English, and won the prestigious 'Prix des
Lecteurs' (readers' prize) at the Le Havre festival of crime writing.
We will have our book discussion on Thursday, December 6th at 7:00 p.m.

My heroes are those who risk their lives every
day to protect our world and make it a better
place– police, firefighters, and members of our
armed forces– Sidney Sheldon

