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In 1904, after The New York Times newspaper relocated to what was then known as
Longacre Square, the city renamed the
neighborhood Times Square, in its honor. At
the end of that year, the newspaper’s owner
arranged a street festival which lasted all
day and ended with an elaborate fireworks
display.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by our Children’s Librarian Brad Hruska, on
December 21st for the Columbus Telegram.
With 2019 only a few days away, many individuals will start pondering their
New Year’s resolutions. Some will hit the gym to lose those extra holiday
pounds, others will keep better tabs on their George Washingtons in order to
save and spend less, and still others will volunteer more and give back to their
communities.
A New Year’s resolution that I take to heart is spending quality time with
family, friends, and loved ones. Luckily, the Columbus Public Library (CPL) can
help make this goal a reality. CPL offers three core children’s programs. The
most well-known program is Story Time/ART, which takes place every Thursday from 10:30 AM to noon and 1:30 to 3:00 PM. This program provides little
ones with a half-hour story time and then allows them the chance to engage
in a fun craft project.
The library’s “Monday Night Book Adventures” events are fast becoming a
library favorite with families. This program takes place on the second and
fourth Monday of each month from 6:30-7:30 PM. These hour-long events
include a half-hour themed story time, craft, and a bedtime snack.
The “Super Sensational Saturdays” program has morphed into one of the
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most popular programs offered by CPL. This program, which takes place one
Saturday a month from 10:00 AM to noon, allows families an opportunity to
have fun, laugh, and take part in fantastic crafts, including an edible craft (aka
a cool snack), during the weekend.
The Columbus Public Library understands that some families would rather
come and experience the library independently, so the Children’s Room is
equipped with stations that allow little ones the opportunity to enjoy the library
on their terms. The youth space is equipped with four iPads, two AWE educational computers, a Lego station, a coloring table, and beginning in January, a
drone obstacle course, which is sure to provide families who just want to get
out of the house with plenty of hours of fun.
So if your New Year’s resolution includes making family time a top priority,
let the CPL’s Children’s Department help. We have a number of free, quality
programs that are sure to interest the children in your life. If you have any
questions about the programs offered for youth, feel free to contact me at
(402) 564-7116 opt. 4.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS…
Story Time/Art will kick off again on Thursday, January 10 at 10:30 AM and
1:30 PM.
Monday Night Book Adventures will start up on Monday, January 14 at 6:30
PM.
The next Super Sensational Saturdays event will be our annual winter carnival on Saturday, January 19 from 10:00 AM-Noon. This year’s carnival is going
to have a circus theme and is guaranteed to be fun for all!
Don’t forget that the Columbus Public Library’s Children’s Department offers
a monthly calendar highlighting the many events to take place in the library’s
Children’s Room. To have this informative agenda sent to your inbox, email me
at bhruska@columbusne.us.

Calendar Connection
Is one of your New Year’s resolutions for 2019 to try out some new
experiences? Or maybe create something unique for your home? If you
answered yes to either question, then gather some ideas and supplies
and head over to our makerspace! Among all our equipment available
for use, you can find a sewing machine, a large format printer, a laser
cutter/engraver, a vinyl cutter and two 3D printers. If this is the year
you are determined to finally convert all your home movies from VHS to
DVD, the library now offers a VHS/DVD player and recorder that will
help you get the job done. You can visit our makerspace on Monday,
January 7th from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and again on Saturday, January
12th from 1 to 4 p.m.

With just a few days left of your holiday break before school resumes, you may be finding yourself bored at home. If you need a
change of scenery, head to the Columbus Public Library. In the
Teen Space, you can find a bunch of activities to keep you entertained. There are technology gadgets such as Cubelets, littleBits,
Makey Makey, Ozobots, and Sphero to play around with. There are
also iPads and computers available which you can use to access
popular games. If you would like to enter the world of virtual reality, try out the Oculus Rift. If you want to do something a little more
hands-on, there are a variety of craft kits to choose from if you are
feeling creative, or if you want a little friendly competition, there
are a number of board games to play with a friend. As you can see,
the library is a great spot to pass the time!

Calendar Connection
With the holidays over and a new year just beginning, our
children’s programming will be going full force again soon.
Mr. H has been busy gathering the stories and planning the
crafts to keep little ones happy and entertained in the Children’s Room during 2019. In the meantime, between now and
the start dates of our programs, come up and explore the library and discover all we
have to offer your little ones.
Story Time
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
January 10th– Cool Counting
Monday Night Book Adventures
6:30-7:30 p.m.
January 14th– Night Under the Stars
Story ART
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
January 17th- Winter Wonderland

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
Long Road to Mercy– David Baldacci

Fire & Blood– George R.R. Martin

Night of Miracles– Elizabeth Berg

Murder in Her Stocking– G.A. McKevett

The Celebration– Wanda E. Brunstetter

Red War– Kyle Mills

You Don’t Own Me– Mary Higgins Clark

In Times Gone By– Tracie Peterson

Sea of Greed– Clive Cussler

Winter at the Beach– Sheila Roberts

The Noel Stranger– Richard Paul Evans

Every Breath– Nicholas Sparks

Driven to Distraction– Lori Foster

City of Secrets– Victoria Thompson

Hidden Peril- Irene Hannon

An Hour Unspent– Roseanna M. White

Dead Sea Rising– Jerry B. Jenkins

The Christmas Remedy– Cindy Woodsmall

Our monthly Tech Tuesday will be held on
January 8th from 6-8 p.m. on the first floor of the
East Wing. You are welcome to bring your own
electronic devices or just explore the ones we
have in the library for patrons to use. This is a
great opportunity to ask any questions you have
about our online resources, or to learn tips to
better understand your own devices. Call 402-5647116 for more information. Ask for Karen, Elicia,
or Melissa.

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
John Verdon– January 1, 1942
Robert Olmstead– January 3, 1954
Elizabeth Strout– January 6, 1956
Stuart Woods– January 9, 1938
Mark Chadbourn– January 13, 1960
Our CPL Book Discussion Group selection for
January is “Educated” by Tara Westover.
Tara Westover was 17 the first time she set
foot in a classroom. Born to survivalists in the
mountains of Idaho, she prepared for the end
of the world by stockpiling home-canned
peaches and sleeping with her "head-for-thehills bag". In the summer she stewed herbs for
her mother, a midwife and healer, and in the
winter she salvaged in her father's junkyard.
Westover has crafted a universal coming-ofage story that gets to the heart of what an education is and what it offers: the perspective to
see one's life through new eyes and the will to
change it.
We will have our book discussion on Thursday, January 31st at 7:00 p.m.
In the New Year, you carry all the experiences
of the past years and that is the greatest power
of every New Year! This year again, you are less
student and more master– Mehmet Murat ildan

