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The first official Groundhog Day celebration took
place on February 2, 1887 in Punxsutawney, PA.
It was the brainchild of local newspaper editor
Clymer Freas, who sold a group of businessmen
on the idea. The men went to a site called
Gobbler’s Knob, where the inaugural groundhog
became the bearer of bad news when he saw
his shadow.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Melodee Pedersen, who is a member of the
Friends of the Columbus Public Library, and was published in the January 31st
edition of the Columbus Telegram.
The next Friends of the Columbus Public Library book sale is fast approaching! Coinciding with Super Bowl weekend as usual, the dates for this sale are
Jan 31-Feb 3. The sale begins Thursday at 6 pm and will run until 9 pm, and
continues Friday from 9:30-5, then from 10-5 on Saturday and finishes up
Sunday from 1:30-5.
We are so grateful to everyone who has donated their gently used books,
DVDs, books on CD, etc. to us. To show our thanks, we have decided to make
prices for this sale super low, in order to get as many books as possible into a
reader’s hand. Adult hardbacks and all DVDs will be 50 cents, adult paperbacks 25 cents, and ALL children’s books and music CDs will be just 10 cents
each. Books on CD will be $1.00. These prices are possible because of our
great inventory and will probably go up for the Columbus Days sale, so take
advantage of them while you can! We will still have the $2 a bag sale on
Sunday as well.
Sections that are particularly full this time around are DVDs, Travel, Religion, and Biographies. We are bursting at the seams in almost all of our
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children’s book categories as well, from board books up to young adult. We
even had to move our Christian Fiction section so we could have two rows of
shelves for this sale-it is now in the back of the room. We are blessed to have
many books by these popular authors in our Romance section: Debbie
Macomber, Susan Wiggs, Sheryl Woods and Robyn Carroll. We have so many
books on CD we had to make two sections for that as well.
Something we haven’t had much of for a while is automotive repair manuals,
but we have a whole shelf of Chilton manuals for this sale. If the winter blues
are getting you down, check out our two shelves of Humor books. Winter is a
good time to try out new recipes as well, and we have several shelves of cookbooks for you to choose from.
Our Nearly New section is for books that have been published in the last
three years. Titles there sell for $2.50 and boast authors like David Baldacci,
John Grisham, James Patterson, Nora Roberts, Michael Chabon, Susan Mallery,
Harlan Coben, and more.
Our “staff picks” area has gotten to be very popular. This time we are
featuring the books, “I Remember Laura” about Laura Ingalls Wilder, “Hy-Vee:
75 years of a helpful smile”, the Pillars of the Earth series by Ken Follett, and
the “Griffin and Sabine” books by Nick Bantock, plus a few others you will have
to visit the sale to see!
We would also like to encourage you to consider joining the Friends of the
Columbus Public Library. The Friends use the money from book sales and
memberships for programs at the library. A schedule of library programs can
be picked up at the library’s front desk. Membership dues start at $5. If you
give us your email address we will automatically sign you up for emails about
library events. Membership envelopes will be available at the book sale.

Calendar Connection

Calendar Connection
On Sunday, February 10th at 2 p.m., the Blue Ribbon Pie
Lady, Phyllis Bartholomew, will demonstrate the art of
creating raspberry meringue tarts for us. I know from
taste testing that these tarts are delicious and beautiful!
Bring a friend and taste for yourselves! Phyllis will bring

pre-made tarts for you to taste and the tarts she makes
in class will be won in a drawing. The Friends of the
Library are sponsoring this class and invite you to learn
to make a tasty treat for your special someone this Valentine’s Day!
Our makerspace will
have open hours on
Monday, February 4th
from 10 AM to 3 PM.
Valentine’s Day is coming
up and if you want to
give a gift that is more
creative than chocolates
or flowers, then gather
some ideas and materials
and come to the library.
We can help get you
started on the equipment and then the rest
of the time is yours to
create! If you need more
in-depth help, use our
Book A Librarian service
by calling 402-564-7116.

Calendar Connection
If you have a report due about a foreign country or one of the states
in the U.S., the library is a great source of information. AtoZ the USA
and AtoZ the World are two awesome online resources to find all the
information you need! Using AtoZ the USA, you can learn everything
from state facts to famous residents, historical timelines, popular
food (complete with recipes), National Parks
details, and information on the state government.
AtoZ the World covers 175 countries with 121
topics for each country, such as national holidays,
education, business, and music. To access these
resources, visit the Digital Library page of our
online catalog at www.cplconnect.us.
We are very pleased with the attendance of our 2019
programming so far. It is great to know that so many
families look forward to bringing their children to the
library for the many events Mr. H and Miss Peggy take
the time to plan. We have more fun in store for kids
during the month of February. Take a look!
Story Time
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
February 7th– Squirrelly Adventures
Monday Night Book Adventures
6:30-7:30 p.m.
February 11th– Be My Valentine
Story ART
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
February 14th– Happy Valentine’s Day

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
Our House– Louise Candlish

The Feral Detective– Jonathan Lethem

Lethal Target– Janice Cantore

Yule Log Murder– Leslie Meier

Leaving Lavender Tides– Colleen Coble

Still Me– Jojo Moyes

Pandemic– Robin Cook

Hazards of Time Travel– Joyce Carol Oates

The Enemy of My Enemy– W.E.B. Griffin

A Christmas Revelation– Anne Perry

Pulse– Michael Harvey

Of Blood and Bone– Nora Roberts

Forever and a Day– Anthony Horowitz

The Other Wife– Michael Robotham

Jerusalem’s Queen– Angela Hunt

Liars’ Paradox– Taylor Stevens

Bathed in Prayer– Jan Karon

His Favorites– Kate Walbert

Our monthly Tech Tuesday will be held on
February 12th from 6-8 p.m. on the first floor of
the East Wing. You are welcome to bring your
own electronic devices or just explore the ones
we have in the library for patrons to use. This is a
great opportunity to ask any questions you have
about our online resources, or to learn tips to
better understand your own devices. Call 402-5647116 for more information. Ask for Karen, Elicia,
or Melissa.

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Ayn Rand– February 2, 1905
Paul Auster– February 3, 1947
Robert Coover– February 4, 1932
Alice Walker– February 9, 1944
Peter Heller– February 13, 1959
Our CPL Book Discussion Group selection for
February is “Saint Maybe” by Anne Tyler.
In 1965, the happy Bedloe family is living an
ideal, apple-pie existence in Baltimore. Then, in
the blink of an eye, a single tragic event occurs
that will transform their lives forever-particularly that of seventeen-year-old Ian
Bedloe, who blames himself for the sudden
"accidental" death of his older brother.
He enters the CHURCH OF THE SECOND
CHANCE and soon discovers that forgiveness
must be earned, through a bit of sacrifice
and a lot of love.
We will have our book discussion on Thursday, February 28th at 7:00 p.m.
Snow was falling, so much like stars
filling the dark trees that one could
easily imagine its reason for being was
nothing more than prettiness– Mary
Oliver

