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Historians believe Valentine’s Day began in
ancient Rome as a pagan fertility festival called
Lupercalia, which included sacrificing animals
followed by a huge feast. Afterwards, strips
were cut from the skins of the sacrificial
animals, and then priests ran around whipping
women with the skins. A strike from the skins
was believed to render a woman fertile.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Customer Service Manager Kelli Keyes, and was
published in the January 29th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
With winter weather hitting us hard this month, what can one do to stay
comfortable and cozy this January? Let the library help you! We have amazing
technology nowadays that allows you to check out books from the comfort of
your own home. While sitting in the recliner with your feet to the fireplace,
you can download e-books or e-audio books on your smartphones, laptops, or
tablets. As a working mom, I need to multitask. My favorite way is to download an e-audio book on my smartphone, put the phone in my pocket and
listen to a story while I fold laundry and run up and down the stairs putting it
all away. I can even listen while I do dishes and exercise. It makes the
mundane tasks enjoyable.
How does one download books to a device? It’s not too hard, and if you are
tech savvy it’s a piece of cake! All you need is your library card number.
Columbus Public Library has four different apps or websites that you can
check out e-books and e-audios from. The neat thing about having four different sites to use, is that if you can’t find the book you are looking for, on say
Overdrive, you can search the CloudLibrary for that title and maybe find it
there. The four sites are the CloudLibrary, Freading, Overdrive, and RB Digital
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Books. From my own experience using these sites, I’ve learned which app is
best suited for the title I’m looking for. If I want to check out and download a
classic, Freading would be my first choice. If I’m looking for a nonfiction book,
the CloudLibrary has an extensive selection from which to choose. I’ve found
that RB Digital will have more of the Christian fiction audio books that might
be missing from other sites. Overdrive is our main e-book and e-audio app and
you can find so much on that site as well.
I like to listen to series in order if possible and I find out what order those
series are in by googling Fantastic Fiction. On this website, I get a small bio
and picture of the author then a list of all the books they have written in series
order. I can click on each book to get an idea of what the book is about and if
I would be interested. Another neat thing about this website is that if I really
like a certain author but I’ve read all their books, I can go to the bottom of
their page and see what other authors that author recommends. Also listed at
the bottom of each page are names of similar authors. Once I know what
order I want to read the books in, I go to my library app and search for the
book.
Say that I’ve decided to listen to the Alaskan Quest series by Tracie Peterson. The first book in that series is titled, “Summer of the Midnight Sun”. I go
to Overdrive and, using the advanced search, narrow my selections to MP3 audio book in the format box. Then I go to subjects and narrow that to Christian
fiction. I find that they only have the book in the e-book format and not as an
audio. I then search my RB Digital app and find the e-audio book there.
What if you want to download an e-book and you see that it is already
checked out? You can place a hold or search the other three sites to see if you
can get it through them earlier. Or if you are fifty-third in line for a hold, definitely check the other sites to see if the same title would be available in a
shorter time.
Have fun browsing our e-book and e-audio selections on the different sites.
If you need any help, you can call us at 402-564-7116 or you can bring in your
device and we will help you with it. If you need more involved help, you can
book a librarian or attend our Tech Tuesday nights. Be amazed with the capabilities of technology and enjoy a good book from home on these cold winter
days!

Calendar Connection
Our makerspace will
have open hours from
2:00-4:00 p.m. after our
classes on February 16th
and February 23rd. Then
on Monday, February
25th, the equipment will
be available from 10:00
a.m.-3:00 p.m. If you
have any questions,
please call 402-564-7116
or you can review our
Makerspace Policy at
www.columbusne.us/
library .

Calendar Connection
The Teen Space has something for you to enjoy every day! Hang out
with friends, check out a book, use a computer or iPad, or take
advantage of our free WiFi. If you’re feeling crafty,
check out one of our DIY craft kits and make
something special for yourself or a friend. That’s
not all! Try out Sphero, Ozobot, or LittleBits. If
you are thinking ahead to college, prep for the
ACT for free with your library card. Ask Rachelle
for access to the Testing & Education Reference
Center.
There never seems to be a dull moment up in the Children’s
Room. Kids have enjoyed playing games at a winter carnival,
making paper bag piggy puppets, and creating a checkerboard heart. We have more great programs coming up
during the last half of February. Also, kids participating in
our Word Warriors program will be eligible to win a gift
certificate to a local restaurant, Columbus Bucks, or a book of their choice during our
next drawing on February 26th, so keep reading and entering your tickets!
Super Sensational Saturday
11:00 a.m.-Noon
February 16th– The String Beans in concert
Story Time
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
February 21st– Zootopia

StoryART
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
February 28th– Fun with Daddy

Monday Night Book Adventures
6:30-7:30 p.m.
February 25th– Sweet Treats

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
Vigilance– Robert Jackson Bennett

Watching You– Lisa Jewell

Moondust Lake– Davis Bunn

The Liar’s Room– Simon Lelic

The Best of Us– Robyn Carr

The One You Fight For– Roni Loren

Seasons of an Amish Garden– Amy Clipston

House Next Door– James Patterson

What Doesn’t Kill Her– Christina Dodd

Verses for the Dead– Preston & Child

Code of Valor– Lynette Eason

Crucible– James Rollins

Siege of Stone– Terry Goodkind

Come With Me– Helen Schulman

Late in the Day– Tessa Hadley

Turning Point– Danielle Steel

The Boy– Tami Hoag

Through Fiery Trials– David Weber

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Ruth Rendell– February 17, 1930
Lynsay Sands– February 18, 1981
Jonathan Lethem– February 19, 1964
Jonathan Safran Foer– February 21, 1977
Gillian Flynn– February 24, 1971
In Valentine’s Day or in any other day,

the brightest star is not Venus or Jupiter
but the very love in people’s hearts–
Mehmet Murat Ildan

