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In 1910, Virginia Woolf and her friends
dressed up in costumes and fake
beards in order to convince the Royal
Navy they were a group of Abyssinian
princes. They were so convincing that
they received a tour of the British ship,
the H.M.S. Dreadnought. They pulled
off what became known in newspapers
as the “Dreadnought Hoax”.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Reference Librarian Karen Connell, and was
published in the February 16th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
The start of a new year can be a time to look forward to the year ahead, to
learn something new, or tackle a new challenge. It can also be a time to look
back and reflect on the past. Perhaps for you that means learning about your
ancestors or digitizing family photos and home videos. Either way, the Columbus Public Library has the tools you need!
You can research your family history using Ancestry Library Edition in our
computer lab, or bring your own laptop or tablet to the library and connect to
our wifi. While Ancestry does have to be used in the building, MyHeritage can
be accessed anywhere with your Nebraska ID number. You can also contact
the library for a NebraskAccess password. Both of these websites offer records
in categories such as U.S. Census; Birth, Marriage, & Death; Military Service;
Immigration & Travel; and more. From the library’s website,
www.columbusne.us/library, click on the Digital Library link to find these sites
and other genealogy resources.
You may remember a time before the days of smartphones and even digital
cameras; back when there were separate devices for taking photographs and
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capturing video. Home movies were dubbed to VHS. It was only 15 or 20 years
ago after all. But how many of you have a VCR to play those home movies?
As technologies become obsolete, content often has to be converted to a
more accessible format. You can do this in the Columbus Public Library’s
Makerspace! Bring in your family movies on VHS and copy the footage to DVD
or capture it in a digital video file.
The simplest conversion equipment we offer performs a direct VHS to DVD
transfer. All you need is your home movies on VHS and a few blank DVDs. If
you want a digital file of your video, you would use our Elgato Video Capture
device. This device connects to a computer at one end of the cable, and an
analog video player (like a VCR or camcorder) at the other. Any device with
composite “RCA” (the red, white, and yellow plugs) or S-Video outputs will
work.
You can use this two ways: either use our laptop & your own portable storage device, or use your own laptop after installing the free Elgato software.
Video files can take up quite a bit of storage space depending on the file type
and quality of conversion. Plan on 90 minutes of video creating a 4.5GB file.
So you may need to purchase a flash drive or an external hard drive with a
larger memory. It is also a good idea to back up your files on another device
stored somewhere else. For example, I use two duplicate 1TB hard drives for
my family videos and photos, keeping one at home and the other at work.
Don’t despair if this sounds too complicated, just use our Book-A-Librarian
service to schedule a training session. Choose an item you’d like to start with
and we will teach you how to use the corresponding equipment for digitizing
that type of item. For more information, call or stop by the library and ask for
Rachelle or Karen.

Calendar Connection

Our makerspace is the perfect cure for cabin fever! Come in out of the
cold and create something that will brighten your, or someone else’s,
day! The makerspace will have open
hours on Monday, March 4th from
10:00 AM-3:00 PM.

Calendar Connection

Calendar Connection
Students in grades 6-12 are invited to come up to the Teen Space
every day after school. You can hang out with friends, use our quiet
study space, do a craft, or use some technology. If you like music,
check out Freegal Music. With your library card, you can stream
three hours of music a day and download five songs a week. You
have access to over 9 million songs!
Check out these awesome reads:
“Drop Dead Gorgeous” by R.L. Stine
“On the Come Up” by Angie Thomas
“The Traitor’s Game” by Jennifer A. Nielsen
“A Curse so Dark and Lonely” by Brigid Kemmerer
Winter isn’t quite over yet, so bring your child in out of
the cold and enjoy some of our children’s events this
month. Mr. H has kept all of his popular programs alive
with fun and engaging stories and crafts. The Children’s
Room is definitely full of happy smiles and eager minds.
Check out what is in store for the first half of March.

Story ART
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
March 7th- Feathered Barnyard Friends
Monday Night Book Adventures
6:30-7:30 p.m.
March 11th- Diggin’ Doggies
Story Time
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
March 14th- Monster Mania

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
Nightchaser– Amanda Bouchet

Untouchable– Jayne Ann Krentz

The New Iberia Blues– James Lee Burke

The Rule of Law– John Lescroart

Past Tense– Lee Child

In an Absent Dream– Seanan McGuire

Secrets at Cedar Cabin– Colleen Coble

The Burglar– Thomas Perry

No Sunscreen for the Dead– Tim Dorsey

The Night Agent– Matthew Quirk

The Paragon Hotel– Lyndsay Faye

Come Back to Me– Sharon Sala

Bleak Harbor– Bryan Gruley

Playing for Keeps– Jill Shalvis

Who I Am With You– Robin Lee Hatcher

Daughter of War– Brad Taylor

Out of the Dark– Gregg Hurwitz

A Delicate Touch– Stuart Woods

Our monthly Tech Tuesday will be held on
March 12th from 6-8 p.m. on the first floor of the
East Wing. You are welcome to bring your own
electronic devices or just explore the ones we
have in the library for patrons to use. This is a
great opportunity to ask any questions you have
about our online resources, or to learn tips to
better understand your own devices. Call 402-5647116 for more information. Ask for Karen, Elicia,
or Melissa.

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Jim Crace– March 1, 1946
James Ellroy– March 4, 1948
Robert Harris– March 7, 1957
Dave Eggers– March 12, 1970
Heather Graham– March 15, 1953
Our CPL Book Discussion Group selection for
March is “Calypso” by David Sedaris.
When he buys a beach house on the Carolina
coast, David Sedaris envisions long, relaxing
vacations spent playing board games and
lounging in the sun with those he loves most.
And life at the Sea Section, as he names the
vacation home, is exactly as idyllic as he imagined, except for one tiny, vexing realization: it's
impossible to take a vacation from yourself.
This is beach reading for people who detest
beaches, required reading for those who loathe
small talk and love a good tumor joke. Calypso
is simultaneously Sedaris's darkest and warmest
book yet--and it just might be his very best.
We will have our book discussion on Thursday, March 28th at 7:00 p.m.
Your time has come, now hasten little snowflakes. To
vanish quite away; the spring-tide hours are sounding
gentle warnings, forbidding you to stay– M.E. Hathaway

