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April Fool’s Day spread throughout Great
Britain during the 18th century. In Scotland,
the tradition became a two-day event, starting with “hunting the gowk”, in which people
were sent on phony errands (gowk is a word
for cuckoo bird, a symbol for fool) and followed by Tailie Day, which involved pranks
played on people’s derrieres, such as pinning
fake tails or “kick me” signs on them.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Customer Service Manager Kelli Keyes, and was
published in the March 22nd edition of the Columbus Telegram.
Mariah Monahan huddled in her square of space in the ship’s hull, holding
her stomach while the vessel rocked on the stormy seas. She was headed to
America with her family, to the Promised Land. She held the hope of a new
beginning in her heart while suffering the hardships of her long journey. She
was hungry but nothing would agree with her stomach until the boat stopped
rocking so hard. She turned to comfort her children who were hunkered down
close beside her. They would make it to America and build a new life for their
family.
The Monahans made it through customs, and after paying with most of their
life savings, secured a place in the wagon train that would take them to
Nebraska. Mariah settled on the hard wooden wagon seat behind the four
sturdy horses, the leather harness straps held tight in her gloved hands. She
tried not to worry too much about the weather, if they would have enough
supplies, and that her children would stay safe. She continued to hold on tight
to the hope of a better life, a country where her children could be free from
oppression. It would be worth the long and hard journey to give her children
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that gift. Raising her arms and bringing them down sharply, she whistled to
her team and they were off.
Mariah turned in a wide circle as she surveyed the flat, grassy land where
they would build their sod house. It was beautiful, but barren. Not at all like
home. She would learn to love this new land that she was adopting. She was
determined in her heart to plant her family roots deep in Nebraska’s rich soil.
She could imagine that the tall grass swaying in the breeze was wheat and
corn that her family had planted. It was time to get to work!
If you enjoyed this little recap of our “Promise in a New Land” program, you
will want to come and hear the rest of Mariah Monahan’s story as told by
Cherrie Beam-Callaway. Those that heard her first program so loved the way
Cherrie told it that they asked that she be brought back to continue her story.
In “Courage to Continue: Changing Homesteads in Nebraska”, Cherrie continues the Monahan family saga as they sell their homestead and begin again as
cattlemen in the desolate Sandhills. She relives the trials of building again,
lightning storms, crying for rain, rattlesnakes, and the never-ending wind. She
will delight us with tales of the 4th of July, Christmas gatherings, and celebrating American pride.
Mark your calendars for Sunday, March 31st at 2 pm and come to the library
to learn, remember, and hear the amazing stories of our forefathers and mothers that built our land. This program is funded by the Friends of the Library
and by Humanities Nebraska. Bring your friends, family, and students as Cherrie Beam-Callaway is retiring from her 35 year run as a living history storyteller. Cherrie spent nearly 25 years gathering and recording historic tales from
Nebraska families. She is a true Nebraskan as she has lived in both ends of the
state and is a fourth generation farm girl. Her pioneer stories are factual and
reflect the diversity of the people and land from western to eastern Nebraska.
Cherrie is an educational storyteller who speaks with an Irish brogue, dresses
in period attire, and delivers spellbinding one-act plays that make audiences
laugh and cry. Don’t miss it!

Calendar Connection

If you’re feeling the urge to freshen up your home for spring, then bring
your ideas to the makerspace. Create some pretty cut-outs to set on a
shelf, some new decals to decorate a wall, or a colorful vase for fresh
flowers. You can find inspiration for new
projects everywhere! Our makerspace will
have open hours on Monday, April 1st
from 10:00 AM-3:00 PM.

Calendar Connection

Calendar Connection
The National Library Week 2019 celebration
will mark the 61st anniversary of the first
event, which was held in 1958. In the mid1950s, research showed that Americans were
spending less money on books and more on
radios, televisions, and musical instruments.
Concerned that Americans were reading less,
the ALA and the American Book Publishers
formed a nonprofit citizens organization
called the National Book Committee in 1954. The committee’s goals were ambitious. They ranged from “encouraging people to read in their increasing leisure
time” to “improving incomes and health” and “developing strong and happy
family life”. In 1957, the committee developed a plan for National Library Week
based on the idea that once people were motivated to read, they would support
and use libraries. With the cooperation of ALA and with help from the Advertising Council, the first National Library Week was observed in 1958 with the
theme “Wake Up and Read!” This year’s theme is “Libraries = Strong Communities”. We will be celebrating Library Week by handing out bookmarks at the
front desk. Also, on Thursday, April 11th, we will be serving cookies to thank our
patrons for using the library.

Calendar Connection
If you are finding it difficult to keep yourself entertained after school or on the
weekends, Columbus Public Library is here to help! You can browse through our
selection of DVDs if a movie night at home sounds fun. If you would like to play
video games with your friends, you are welcome to use our computers. If you are
feeling creative, there are craft kits available. We even have
games ranging from old-fashioned board games to a virtual
reality system. Of course, books are in abundance here so you
can find about anything to suit your taste in reading. If you
don’t know what to check out, you can use NoveList Plus, one
of our digital resources. It contains reading recommendations,
book summaries, reviews, and series information.
There is always something fun going on in the Children’s
Room! Kids have recently transformed paper bags into
cute duck puppets, made a pretty flower collage, and
channeled their inner Picassos at our fourth annual Canvas & Color-In. Mr. H has some more exciting programs
coming up. Check out the schedule below for all the
events planned for the first half of April.
Super Sensational Saturday
10:30 a.m.-Noon
April 6th– Anti-Bullying Program featuring Fax Gilbert
Story Time
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
April 4th– Shopping Extravaganza

StoryART
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
April 11th– Spring Fun

Monday Night Book Adventures
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
April 8th– Alligator Antics

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
Watcher in the Woods– Kelley Armstrong

American Duchess– Karen Harper

The Forgiving Jar– Wanda E. Brunstetter

The Wedding Guest– Jonathan Kellerman

An Unconditional Freedom– Alyssa Cole

Devil’s Daughter– Lisa Kleypas

The Moroccan Girl– Charles Cumming

Good Riddance– Elinor Lipman

It’s Getting Scot in Here– Suzanne Enoch

Bowlaway– Elizabeth McCracken

Judgment– Joseph Finder

The Seamstress– Allison Pittman

Chocolate Cream Pie Murder– Joanne Fluke

Connections in Death– J.D. Robb

Killer Thriller– Lee Goldberg

Forever My Hero– Sharon Sala

The Girl in the Glass Box– James Grippando

The Border– Don Winslow

Our monthly Tech Tuesday will be held on
April 9th from 6-8 p.m. on the first floor of the
East Wing. You are welcome to bring your own
electronic devices or just explore the ones we
have in the library for patrons to use. This is a
great opportunity to ask any questions you have
about our online resources, or to learn tips to
better understand your own devices. Call 402-5647116 for more information. Ask for Karen, Elicia,
or Melissa.

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Anne McCaffrey– April 1, 1926
Elizabeth Lowell– April 5, 1944
Iris Johansen– April 7, 1938
Paul Theroux– April 10, 1941
Peter Gadol– April 15, 1964
Our CPL Book Discussion Group selection for
April is “Dopesick” by Beth Macy.
In this masterful work, Beth Macy takes us into the epicenter of America's twenty-plus year
struggle with opioid addiction. From distressed
small communities in Central Appalachia to
wealthy suburbs; from disparate cities to onceidyllic farm towns; it's a heartbreaking trajectory that illustrates how this national crisis has
persisted for so long and become so firmly
entrenched.

We will have our book discussion on Thursday, April 25th at 7:00 p.m.

Spring is the sound of birds chirping, the taste
of cherry juice, the feel of grass on bare feet,
the sight of pink roses and blue skies, and the
feel of dandelion fuzz. Spring, in other words,
is a welcome, wondrous sensory overload–
Toni Sorenson

