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Eggs were a symbol of life to Ancient
Egyptians, Persians, Romans and
Greeks. The custom of giving eggs at
Easter originated with them.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Library and Foundation Board Member Cheryl
Rambour, and was published in the April 6th edition of the Columbus
Telegram.

Book clubs are a wonderful way to keep you accountable with your reading
goals. There are so many books I would never have chosen to read for myself
that I have learned so much from. Here is a quick synopsis of one of my
favorite books we read this year. “What She Left Behind” by Ellen Marie Wiseman is a story set in current times, about Izzy, whose mother is in prison for
shooting her father. Izzy lives with her foster parents, who are researching
and cataloging items found in a closed down insane asylum. While sorting
through all the debris left in the asylum, they come upon a room full of suitcases. The suitcases, which belonged to former patients, are a glimpse into
the lives of the people who were committed to the asylum. One suitcase
catches Izzy’s eyes. It was full of unopened letters and a journal.
The suitcase belonged to Clara, 18 years old in 1929. She rebelled against
her well-to-do parents by falling in love with a boy from the wrong side of the
tracks. When she found out she was pregnant, her parents committed her to a
mental hospital to give her time to think. After the stock market crash
changed the social status of her parents, Clara was sent to the publically run
Willard Asylum. What she endured there was unspeakable. Months later,
Clara’s baby is born and taken away from her.
The Willard Asylum was an actual place, built in 1866, located in upstate
New York. Up until the mid-1800’s, those people who were incapable of taking
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care of themselves or had a mental illness were placed in shelters which were
overcrowded and understaffed. Most people never left—many lived out their
days chained to their beds.
The Surgeon General of New York, Dr. Sylvester Willard, helped to build a
state–run hospital that would offer rehabilitation services for the insane. The
purpose was to try to help people be able to reenter society.
Willard served both men and women. Patients were free to walk where they
pleased, but they could not leave. Willard had a bowling alley and a movie
theater—but also had rooms designed for ice baths and electro-shock therapy.
At one time, Willard had over 2,000 patients, making it the largest asylum in
the country.
There was a morgue and cemetery at Willard with thousands of people buried in graves marked not by a name, but by a numbered metal plaque. In
those days, it would have been shameful for families to have their names on a
gravestone on the grounds of an insane asylum.
It was after Geraldo Rivera’s TV show in the early 1970’s exposed the terrible conditions at a different asylum, that asylum numbers declined. Willard
finally closed its doors in 1995. That same year, hundreds of suitcases were
found in the attic. These suitcases belonged to patients who never left Willard
and were left unclaimed.
Back to the book, Izzy reads the letters and journals found in Clara’s suitcase and pieces together her life. Izzy eventually finds Clara’s child. Clara’s
story is one of resilience, forgiveness and hope.
If you are ever in the area of Seneca Lake in upstate New York, you can tour
the Willard Asylum and see some of the suitcases on display. The Willard
Asylum for the Chronic Insane was listed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1975.
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Our makerspace will have open hours from
2:00-4:00 p.m. after our classes on April 13th
and April 20th. Then on Monday, April 29th,
the equipment will be available from 10:00
a.m.-3:00 p.m. If you have any questions,
please call 402-564-7116. If you would like
assistance in the makerspace, you can use
our Book-A-Librarian service. Call us to set
that up for you.
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We are looking for your opinions
about the 2017 project that was
not approved by voters, and what
a great library would include. The
City of Columbus, Columbus
Library Board and Foundation
are seeking community input regarding the development of a new Library. We
are working to engage the public at each phase of the project development.
Currently we are working on Phase 1: Community Input.
Phase 2 will include gathering all community feedback and developing a project
program that reflects the wants and needs of Columbus.
Phase 3 will be to develop a plan and costs. This phase will include evaluating
the best location for the project.
Please take our online survey at:
http://bit.ly/CPLengage (English) or http://bit.ly/CPLcontratar (Español)
Have you been thinking of trying to learn a new language or
is your family planning a vacation to a foreign country this
summer? If you answered “yes” to either of these questions
then check out Mango Languages. Mango offers access to
72 foreign languages and also offers 21 English courses
taught in the user’s native language. Mango is free for all
Columbus Public Library cardholders and can be accessed anywhere with an
internet connection. Each lesson combines real life situations and audio from
native speakers with simple, clear instructions. In addition to traditional language courses, Mango also offers the opportunity to learn through foreign film
with Mango Premiere. Students are exposed to four key areas of language
learning- vocabulary, phrases, culture, and grammar– all while enjoying the fun
and excitement of a movie. To get started with Mango, follow the link from the
Digital Library page of our website, cplconnect.us. You can use Mango as a
guest, or to track your progress, create a free account by typing in your name
and email, then create a password.
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Visit the library for some of our awesome weekly programs. Mr. H has planned all the stories and activities
around kid-friendly topics. After the programs, explore
the Children’s Room. Many new books and DVDs have
been added recently. You can also let your child play at
the Lego table, color in the Coloring Zone, use iPads or
computers, or just cuddle up with a book in an armchair. For older kids participating in
our Word Warriors program, we will have a drawing on April 30th for a choice of a new
book, Columbus Bucks, or a gift certificate to a local restaurant, so keep reading and
entering those tickets!
Monday Night Book Adventures
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
April 22nd– Bugs & Friends
Story Time
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
April 18th– Loyal Knights & Daring Dragons

StoryART
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
April 25th– Gardening Dreams

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
The Malta Exchange– Steve Berry

Dark Tribute– Iris Johansen

Little Faith– Nickolas Butler

The Perfect Alibi– Phillip Margolin

Crashing Heat– Richard Castle

Gingerbread– Helen Oyeyemi

The Unexpected Champion– Mary Connealy

The Cornwalls are Gone– James Patterson

Celtic Empire– Clive & Dirk Cussler

The Valley of Shadows– John Ringo

All the Wrong Places– Joy Fielding

The Persian Gamble– Joel C. Rosenberg

Redemption Point– Candice Fox

The Island of Sea Women– Lisa See

All In– Shelley Shepard Gray

Silent Night– Danielle Steel

The River– Peter Heller

The American Agent– Jacqueline Winspear

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Joel C. Rosenberg– April 17, 1967
Sebastian Faulks– April 20, 1953
Lisa Unger– April 26, 1970
Jacqueline Winspear– April 30, 1955
The very first Easter taught us
this: that life never ends and
love never dies– Kate McGahan

