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In 2018, over $23 billion was spent on
Mother’s Day. On average, shoppers
spent $180 on gifts for their mothers. A
nationwide total of $4.6 billion was spent
on jewelry and $4.4 billion on taking
moms out for dinner or brunch.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Customer Service Manager Kelli Keyes, and was
published in the April 26th edition of the Columbus Telegram.

Who was Daniel Freeman? According to recorded history, Daniel Freeman is
known as the first homesteader. Born in Preble County, Ohio, he grew up in
New York and Illinois, traveling frequently with his family. He was a graduate
of a medical institute in Cincinnati, Ohio and then enlisted in the 17th Illinois
Volunteer Infantry Regiment. He was a soldier for the Union Army during the
Civil War on secret duty at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. Knowing that water was
crucial to start his homestead, Freeman had his eye on a piece of land by Cub
Creek in southwest Nebraska near Beatrice. Freeman heard the act was going
into effect on January 1, 1863 and he had to be back in Fort Leavenworth on
January 2. As a result, he persuaded the clerk of the land office in Brownville
to open up shortly after midnight on January 1, making Daniel Freeman the
first homesteader in the entire nation!
When Daniel Freeman finished his military service in 1865, he returned to
Nebraska and built the required twelve by fourteen foot log cabin to prove up
his homestead. He later acquired a considerable amount of land around his
original homestead. Daniel Freeman was a highly respected member of his
community and lived on his Nebraska homestead until his death in 1908. In
1930, the National Parks Service bought Freeman’s homestead and preserved
it as a national monument.
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Why are you learning about Daniel Freeman? Darrel Draper from Humanities
Nebraska is coming to the Columbus Public Library on May 4, Saturday, at 2
pm in full costume as Daniel Freeman to tell the humorous and historically factual account of America’s first homesteader, and the impact of the Homestead
Act in settling the West. Darrel Draper is a dynamic speaker who will make the
story of Daniel Freeman come to life for his audience. You will not want to
miss this program! Make plans to bring your whole family; Grandma, Grandpa,
cousins and kids. They will be entertained and learn history at the same time.
Treats are served at the program. You do not need to make reservations and
entrance is free.
The end of May brings us to our Summer Reading Registration! Yea! Even
adults get to read for prizes. The adult and young adult summer reading registration will begin on May 28, right after Memorial Day. The children’s summer
reading registration will begin a week later on June 3. The volunteer sign up
meeting for the children’s program will take place on Saturday, June 1 at
10:30 am. We are excited to present to you all the fun programming we have
lined up this summer. To get a list of the summer programs, you will need to
register for the summer reading program. You will receive a packet when you
sign up telling you all the events provided for the summer. Everything is free!
You and your children can turn in reading logs throughout the summer for
prizes. There are drawings for big prizes that you will want to enter. The adult
program is for adults 19 years old and up. The young adult program is for
students in 6th through 12th grade, and the children’s program is for birth up
to 5th grade. Mr. H invited the Horn T Zoo to bring in animals for everyone to
see during the children’s registration week. Come and sign up for summer
reading fun! Call 402-564-7116 for more information.

Calendar Connection
On May 4th at 2 p.m., Darrel Draper from Humanities
Nebraska is coming to our library to regale us with the
amazing true story of Daniel Freeman, America’s first
homesteader. Darrel will come in full costume to portray
“Old Number One”, telling the historically factual and

humorous account of America’s first homesteader and
the impact of the Homestead Act in settling the West.
Make plans to come and bring your families. Everyone will enjoy the historical
reenactment of the days of yesteryear and learn historical facts in the process.
Treats will be provided and no reservation is needed.
The makerspace will
have open hours from
2:00-4:00 PM after our
3D Printing class on May
11th. If you have a child
graduating this year,
you can use our largeformat printer to create
a banner. If you would
like to make a unique,
personalized gift for a
graduate, bring your
ideas up to the makerspace. Our equipment
is free for patrons to use!

Calendar Connection
The sixth annual Columbus Big Give is gearing up for what hopes to
be another successful fundraising event. Last year, area donors gave
over $66,000 to local nonprofit organizations. This year, the 2019
Columbus Big Give is set to run May 3rd-10th. The Big Give is a time
of giving where Columbus area supporters are invited to give back to
their favorite local charities and help them earn valuable matching
funds. The Columbus Library Foundation is one of the 30 registered
organizations participating this year.
The goal of this community-wide event is to match Columbus area
supporters’ passions and generosity with local nonprofit organizations
already doing great work. Through the combined participation of all
people who love and care about the Columbus area, we can significantly impact the future of our beloved community.
Columbus Big Give will begin taking online donations at 12:00 a.m.
on May 3rd, and continue until midnight on May 10th. Donors can
visit columbusbiggive.org to make online contributions. They can also
stop by one of the giving stations throughout the day on May 10th.
Columbus Public Library, Ernst Auto, Super Saver, and Hy-Vee are
just a few of the sites around town where representatives will be collecting donations. You can view the list of giving stations, along with
other fundraising events, at columbusbiggive.org.

Calendar Connection
We are still gathering opinions about the 2017 project
that was not approved by voters, and what features a
great library would include. The City of Columbus,
Columbus Library Board and Library Foundation are
seeking community input regarding the development of a
new Library. We are working to engage the public at
each phase of the project development. Currently we are
working on Phase 1: Community Input.
Phase 2 will include gathering all community feedback
and developing a project program that reflects the wants and needs of Columbus.
Phase 3 will be to develop a plan and costs. This phase will include evaluating
the best location for the project.
Please take our online survey at:
http://bit.ly/CPLengage (English) or http://bit.ly/CPLcontratar (Español)
There are also paper surveys available at the library. Just ask staff at Customer
Service.

Hanging out in the library looking for something fun to do? You can use the
computers or iPads, make crafts, play with robots, or check out the assortment of fun games to challenge your mind. Plus, there are always books,
audio books and DVDs to browse through. If entering the world of virtual
reality sounds exciting, then ask library staff about trying out Oculus Rift.
Check out one of these good reads blooming in May:
“Starworld” by Audrey Coulthurst
“The Waking Forest” by Alyssa Wees
“Little White Lies” by Jennifer Barnes
“Come November” by Katrin Van Dam

Calendar Connection
With the end of the school year quickly approaching, we are
preparing for our summer reading program. Unfortunately,
this means that most of our regular programming will be on
hiatus until next Fall. The programs listed below are the
final sessions for this Spring.

Story Time
StoryART
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
May 2nd– Celebrating Mom
May 9th– Yummy Foods & Tasty Treats
May 16th– Summer Fun
Monday Night Book Adventures
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
May 13th– Summer Fun
Super Sensational Saturday
10:00 a.m.-Noon
May 11th– Scavenger Hunt & Ice Cream Social
Families will feast on cool treats and have fun exploring the library.

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
Wolf Pack– C.J. Box

The Light Over London– Julia Kelly

Courting Mr. Emerson– Melody Carlson

Unforgettable You– Brenda Novak

Run Away– Harlan Coben

The Last Act– Brad Parks

The Last Second– Catherine Coulter

Crown Jewel– Christopher Reich

Toxic Game– Christine Feehan

The Fifth Doctrine– Karen Robards

Slow Ride– Lori Foster

Black and Blue– David Rosenfelt

A Lethal Legacy– Heather Graham

Every Breath– Nicholas Sparks

The Stranger Diaries– Elly Griffiths

Before She Knew Him– Peter Swanson

Cemetery Road– Greg Iles

Wild Card– Stuart Woods

Our monthly Tech Tuesday will be held on
May 14th from 6-8 p.m. on the first floor of the
East Wing. You are welcome to bring your own
electronic devices or just explore the ones we
have in the library for patrons to use. This is a
great opportunity to ask any questions you
have about our online resources, or to learn tips
to better understand your own devices. Call
402-564-7116 for more information. Ask for
Karen, Elicia or Melissa.

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Bobbie Ann Mason– May 1, 1940
Barbara Taylor Bradford– May 5, 1933
Tana French– May 10, 1973

Rachel Ingalls– May 13, 1940

Our CPL Book Discussion Group selection for May is
“Volkswagen Blues” by Jacques Poulin.
In this classic road novel, Jacques Poulin tells the
story of a man in search of his brother. The geographical journey — through Detroit, into Chicago, on to St.
Louis, along the Oregon Trail and into California —
becomes a metaphor for the exploration of the history
of the French in North America.
We will have our book discussion on Thursday, May
30th at 7:00 p.m.

A mother’s love for her child is like nothing
else in the world. It knows no law, no pity.
It dares all things and crushes down
remorselessly all that stands in its path–
Agatha Christie

