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Ford Madox Ford recommended that readers
judge a new book, not by its first page, but by its
ninety-ninth. He felt by then, a reader was able to
better gauge the quality of the book.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Library Board Member Santiago Vasquez, and
was published in the May 21st edition of the Columbus Telegram.
It is a bittersweet feeling I get while writing this article. I will finish my term
on the Columbus Public Library Board this year in September and this will be
the last article I write for the Librarian’s Shelf. As I understand it, I am the
first Latino to have served a full term on the Library Board and consider it a
privilege and a celebration to the diversity and inclusion we are working towards in our area.
During my time on the board, I have seen how the Library Board, the
Library Foundation Board and other partners have been working diligently to
understand the needs of the public in regards to the library. This includes the
possibility of getting a new building and what the public views as important
components for this potential building. The Library Board wants to propose a
project that reflects the needs and wants of Columbus.
On Thursday, the library hosted a town hall meeting to share results from a
recent survey that was completed in the community. The survey was looking
to understand the public’s thoughts on what a great library would include. Architects from Alley Poyner Macchietto facilitated a public discussion to develop
different options for the project. The public will continue to have the opportunity to share feedback on these options as they are being developed.
While serving on the board, I have also seen firsthand how the library
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continues to improve the programs and services it offers by tailoring them to
the interests and needs of our community. Programs are offered year-round,
but are usually maximized during the summer time.
Activities for this year’s summer reading program for kids include several
space-themed movies starting at 10:30 a.m. on Mondays. Snacks are generally
provided and children are encouraged to bring pillows and blankets for their
viewing comfort.
On Tuesdays, also at 10:30 a.m., various guest speakers will be making a
visit and sharing some appealing presentations. Story Time is then offered
twice on Thursdays. The first session is scheduled from 10:30-11:30 a.m. and
the second session runs from 1:30-2:30 p.m.
As an added incentive, children who register for the summer program and
read at least 50 pages per week will receive a small prize. The little ones, who
cannot read yet, can have someone read five picture books to them and still
qualify for the weekly prize. Summer reading registration for the children’s
program starts on June 3rd.
Tweens also get many fun programs that include moon, star and space
exploration! Starting Wednesday, June 12, any student who just finished the
3rd, 4th or 5th grade will have the opportunity to become space explorers.
There will be a total of six different events, including a special celebration,
which students can sign up for.
In these activities participants will learn what it takes to survive in outer
space, build rockets, learn about constellations and end the program with a
make-your-own pizza party at Pizza Ranch! Students have to attend at least
three of the events to qualify for the pizza party. Please also note that students have to sign up for each event individually.
The teen program will have weekly Anytime Activities. The adult program
will have a short story contest that people can sign up for by July 1. The grand
prize will be having their story published in the library newsletter and winning
a $50 amazon gift card.
I hope your family continues to enjoy the many programs and resources the
Columbus Public Library has to offer and I wish everyone has a safe and
blessed summer!

Calendar Connection
This year, Columbus area residents showed their
support by donating over $62,000 to 30 local
non-profit organizations. The Columbus Library
Foundation received $1,631 from 12 donors. The
Library Foundation thanks everyone who participated in this event, from those who worked the
various “giving stations” throughout the city, to all the generous people who
donated.
Our Food For Fines event is currently going
strong! Through June 1st, bring in cans of food,
along with any late books or DVDs, and we will
erase your fines. Lost items will not be forgiven.
If you have previous late fines, then you can also
bring in cans of food and these fees will be
deleted from your account.
We are only accepting canned goods; we are not
accepting boxed dinners, boxed rice, or anything
fresh, frozen or refrigerated.
This is a great opportunity to start over again
with a clean slate and help those in need!
Don’t Miss our Summer Reading Program!
Summer reading registration for the adult and teen
programs is in full swing! Children will be able to register starting on June 3rd. Make sure to sign up to be a

part of this exciting activity-themed program. Check
out the next few pages for what each department has
planned for the first half of June.

Calendar Connection

David Seay will be coming to the Columbus Public Library at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday,
June 1st to entertain us with traditional folk music. His program will feature
demonstrations of, and stories about, folk instruments such as the harmonica,
penny whistle, Indian flute, ocarina, pan pipes, yak horn, bugle, and limber toys.
David sings, plays over a dozen instruments,
teaches private music lessons, and conducts
workshops, most notably in harmonica.
Combining his passions for music, history, and
storytelling, David has presented Humanities
Nebraska Speakers Bureau programs since
1997.

Calendar Connection

Come join us on Thursday, June 6th at 7:00 p.m. for a night of music
and storytelling. Local CHS alumni, Amy Cerny, will come sing for us
and tell us her exciting life story. Amy acquired a love for singing when
she was 5 years old. Throughout her childhood and adolescent years, she was involved
in school and church choir. At the age of 8,
she began writing her own songs. At the age
of 16, Amy learned to play the guitar. On
April 8, 2014, at the age of 19, Amy released
her debut album “Makes You Wanna Live”.
The album includes 8 tracks which contain a
blend of modern country with upbeat pop
music. Her sister Ashley is also featured on
the song "Those Days."

Calendar Connection

Calendar Connection
Teen Summer Reading:
Anytime Activity June 3rd-June 9th– Button Making
June 4th at 1:00 p.m.– Decorate the Teen Space
Enjoy music and snacks while making the Teen Space look out of this world!
June 6th at 1:00 p.m.– Popcorn & a Movie
Kick back and relax in the library with popcorn and a movie. Check out the Teen
Space at registration to vote for the movie we will be watching.
Anytime Activity June 10th-June 16th– Yoga Space Stations
June 11th at 1:00 p.m.– Wildlife Encounters
Wildlife Encounters will give young adults the chance to see some of the world’s
most amazing animals up close and personal. Beware, they call up volunteers
from the audience, so you may have the opportunity to hold, feed, or wear one of
these amazing animal ambassadors.
June 13th at 1:00 p.m.– Planet in a Cup
Create your own ecosystem in a bubble.

Calendar Connection
Children’s Summer Reading: Each week has its own theme
Shoot for the Stars @ Your Library:
June 10th at 10:30 a.m.– Movie in the Auditorium
June 11th at 10:30 a.m.– Presentation by S.A.C. Museum
June 12th at 10:30 a.m.– CPL Space Explorers (3rd-5th graders)
June 13th at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.– Story Time

We will have the makerspace open on Saturday, June 8th from 2 pm4 pm, and Monday, June 10th from 10 am-3 pm. Stop in and see our
two 3D printers, Trotec Rayjet 50 laser cutter, Epson Expression flatbed scanner with an 11” x 17” scan base, Graphtec vinyl cutter, and a
Bernina 560 sewing machine. The makerspace is located on the 2nd
floor of the library in Rooms 222 and 223.

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
Kissing Under the Mistletoe– Bella Andre

The Other Americans– Laila Lalami

We Hope for Better Things– Erin Bartels

The Magnificent Nine– James Lovegrove

The Magnolia Inn– Carolyn Brown

A Memory Called Empire– Arkady Martine

Queenie– Candice Carty-Williams

Tiny Americans– Devin Murphy

Captivated by You– Sylvia Day

Where the Crawdads Sing– Delia Owens

Blood Oath– Linda Fairstein

The First Lady– James Patterson

Let It Burn– Steve Hamilton

The Harvest Raise– Katie Schuermann

The Last Woman in the Forest– Diane Les Becquets
The Priory of the Orange Tree– Samantha Shannon

Our monthly Tech Tuesday will be held
on June 11th from 6-8 p.m. on the first
floor of the East Wing. You are welcome
to bring your own electronic devices or
just explore the ones we have in the
library for patrons to use. This is a great
opportunity to ask any questions you
have about our online resources, or to
learn tips to better understand your own
devices. Call 402-564-7116 for more
information. Ask for Karen, Elicia, or
Melissa.

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Fredrik Backman– June 2, 1981
Margaret Drabble– June 5, 1939
Alex Kava– June 7, 1960
Philip Caputo– June 10, 1941
Joan Silber– June 14, 1945
Our CPL Book Discussion Group selection for
June is “An Absolutely Remarkable Thing” by
Hank Green.
The Carls just appeared. Roaming through New
York City at 3:00 a.m., 23-year-old April May stumbles across a giant sculpture. Delighted by its
appearance and craftsmanship—like a ten-foot tall
Transformer wearing a suit of samurai armor—
April and her friend, Andy, make a video with it,
which Andy uploads to YouTube. The next day,
April wakes up to a viral video and a new life.
News quickly spreads that there are Carls in dozens of cities around the world and April, as their
first documentarian, finds herself at the center of
an intense international media spotlight.
Seizing the opportunity to make her mark on the
world, April now has to deal with the consequences her new particular brand of fame has on her
relationships, her safety, and her own identity. And
all eyes are on April to figure out not just what the
Carls are, but what they want from us.
We will have our book discussion on Thursday,
June 27th at 7:00 p.m.

