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Father’s Day cards go farther back than
Hallmark. One of the earliest dates back
roughly 4,000 years. Elmesu, a Babylonian
youngster, carved a card out of clay to wish
his father good health and a long life.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Reference Librarian Rachelle McPhillips and was
published in the May 31st edition of the Columbus Telegram.
Columbus area teens are encouraged to participate in the Columbus Public
Library’s teen summer reading program that runs until July 26. Young adults
entering 7th through 12th grades in the 2019-20 school year are invited to
come to the library and read for prizes and take part in special events offered
throughout the summer. This year’s theme is “A Universe of Stories.” Teen
summer readers will explore that theme with activities that include making
galaxy inspired t-shirts, harnessing the power of the sun, creating their own
mini-worlds in a cup, and more.
Registration begins Tuesday, May 28 on the second floor of Columbus Public
Library in the Teen Space. Participants complete a registration form and receive a reading log to track the amount of time they read each week. Teens
will also receive a summer reading program calendar to keep track of all of
our events.
A new craft or activity is available each week in the Teen Space. “Anytime
Activities” can be done any time participants visit the library. The first Anytime
Activity is button making. Using craft supplies and equipment provided, participants will make their own stylish pin, mirror, or magnet “button.” Throughout
the summer, youths can read for extra tickets in a prize drawing, build kaleidoscopes, practice yoga, and play fun guessing games. Instructions for all
www.columbusne.us/library

402-564-7116

Anytime Activities will be posted weekly in the Teen Space.
From June 4 until July 26, the Teen Space hosts an activity each Tuesday
and Thursday at 1:00 p.m. On Tuesday, June 11, Wildlife Encounters from
Gretna, Nebraska, will pay us a visit. Wildlife Encounters gives summer readers
a chance to see some of the world’s most amazing animals up close and personal. But beware, they do call up volunteers from the audience, so teens may
have the opportunity to hold, feed, or pet one of these amazing animal ambassadors. On Thursday, June 27, teen summer readers are invited to bring their
own black or navy, 100% cotton t-shirt to decorate with bleach and fabric dye.
Other June activities involve creating solar-powered night lights, reading for
extra chances to win exciting prizes, and enjoying some freshly popped popcorn while we watch a movie that young adult patrons chose themselves.
In July we will make art using bubbles, craft alien creatures, and explore the
art of mehndi. This intricate and beautiful art form uses henna to stain the skin
and create a temporary “tattoo.” Mehndi artists will visit the Teen Space on
July 23 to decorate participants for our wrap-up party.
Young adults who have actively participated in the program will be eligible to
attend our wrap-up party at Pawnee Plunge at the end of the summer. The
Plunge will open exclusively for summer readers and participants can enjoy a
picnic lunch in Pawnee Park afterward.
Young adults must have completed sixth grade in order to register for the
teen program. Complete details are available in the Teen Space and our teen
summer reading calendar is available at www.columbusne.us/library and
www.facebook.com/columbuspubliclibrary.
If you have questions about the summer reading program, or if you are
interested in supporting teen events, please call Rachelle at 402-562-4201 or
stop by the library.
Summer reading events and incentives are available for all age groups. Stop
by or call the library at 402-564-7116 for information about our programs for
children and adults.

Calendar Connection

If you are starting a project and need to use some of our equipment, the
makerspace will have open hours three more days this month. This Saturday, June 15th, and again on Saturday, June 22nd, the room will be
open from 2:00-4:00 p.m. On Monday, June 24th we will have longer
hours, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. You are also welcome to just come
up and explore the area. Check out the equipment and find out about
all the cool things people have made here recently!

Calendar Connection
Don’t forget– our short story contest is still going on! Write a
new story or dust off one you wrote years ago. We will be taking your submissions until Monday, July 1st. All genres will be
accepted, from romance and western to horror and fantasy.
You can either bring your story into the library and give it to
staff at the Customer Service Desk, or send it via e-mail to
library@columbusne.us. We will award Amazon gift certificates to the first, second, and third place winners. The winning
story will also be published in the library newsletter. So, get to
writing! We are looking forward to reading stories from all you creative people out
there!

Teen Summer Reading:
Anytime Activity June 17th-23rd– Read-In
June 18th at 1:00 p.m.– Gadgets & Gizmos
Try out the variety of technology the Teen Space has to offer. From robots to
virtual reality to 3D printing, there’s something for
everyone to try.

June 20th at 1:00 p.m.– Night Lights
Make your own solar powered night light.
Anytime Activity June 24th-30th– Stars Aligned
June 25th at 1:00 p.m.– Space Magnets
Create a set of space-themed magnets for your
fridge or locker.

June 27th at 1:00 p.m.– Galaxy T-Shirts
Bring your own black or navy 100% cotton t-shirt
to decorate. Wear clothes that are okay to stain.

Calendar Connection

Children’s Summer Reading: Each week has its own theme
Epic Space Adventure @ Your Library:
June 17th at 10:30 a.m.– Movie in the Auditorium
June 18th at 10:30 a.m.– “50th Anniversary of Apollo 11”
Presented by Dr. Todd Young
June 19th at 10:30 a.m.– CPL Space Explorers (3rd-5th Graders)
June 20th at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.– Story Time

Take Me to Your Reader @ Your Library:
June 24th at 10:30 a.m.– Movie in the Auditorium
June 25th at 10:30 a.m.– The String Beans in Concert (Art Gallery)
June 26th at 10:30 a.m.– CPL Space Explorers (3rd-5th Graders)
June 27th at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.– Story Time

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
Sunset Beach– Mary Kay Andrews

Dead in a Week– Andrea Kane

Storm Cursed– Patricia Briggs

The Night Window– Dean Koontz

Resistance Women– Jennifer Chiaverini

Middlegame– Seanan McGuire

Everyday Lies– Tanya Anne Crosby

Scot & Soda– Catriona McPherson

The Big Kahuna– Janet Evanovich

The Yankee Widow– Linda Lael Miller

The Road Home– Richard Paul Evans

Tightrope– Amanda Quick

The Patient One– Shelley Shepard Gray

The Trouble with Vampires– Lynsay Sands

Driftwood Bay– Irene Hannon

Someone Knows– Lisa Scottoline

The A List– J. A. Jance

Knox– Susan May Warren

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Joyce Carol Oates– June 16, 1938
Robert Crais– June 20, 1953
Ace Atkins– June 28, 1970
Paul Tremblay– June 30, 1971
It’s only when you grow up and step back from
him-or leave him for your own home– it’s only
then that you can measure his greatness and
fully appreciate it– Margaret Truman

