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In 1784, Ben Franklin proposed the
wild turkey be named as the national
bird. He believed turkeys were a more
respectable bird and the true original
native of America. He was overruled
by Thomas Jefferson and John Adams,
who recommended the bald eagle.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Library Board Member Robert Hausmann, and
was published in the June 15th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
One fact I have learned to embrace is that our world is changing constantly.
Some traditionalists wish that we could reverse the clock and go back and live
in a more simpler time. Even I find myself reminiscing back to the days of my
childhood, thinking of fond memories from the 1970’s and 80’s, growing up in
Columbus. I even think of the times before I was born. I wonder what it
would have been like to live in the late 1800’s and walk the muddy streets of
downtown Columbus, meeting up with Frank North or Buffalo Bill and going
on their adventures with the Pawnee Indians. Such a simpler time they say.
No cars. No cell phones. No running water. No Netflix. No text messaging. No
internet. No air conditioning. No paved roads. No refrigeration. No contact
lenses. No Google Maps to find my way around.
Now, on the other hand, some really embrace how our world is changing
and think of this in terms of how it is changing for the better. Even Frank
North was thrilled when he experienced some of these same types of advancements in his lifetime. He went from having to ride a horse to the ranch
he and Buffalo Bill worked near North Platte with no way to communicate to
his wife that he was ok, (this trip took several grueling days, stopping to sleep
on the ground and hunt for any food along the way), to getting to ride the
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train, sleeping in a bed and eating food from the dining car. He could even
send a message via telegraph and tell his wife he made it there safely.
Now think about the changes we have seen in our lifetime. My parents’ first
car didn’t have seat belts or air conditioning. I remember typing on our manual
typewriter and trying to make corrections with white out. In the end, my
papers had so many white out splotches it would have looked better had I
handwritten it. Now I can type on my laptop and make corrections instantly. I
remember going away to college in Missouri and needing to have my map
unfolded on the passenger seat and highlighted to try to find my way home
the first time I made the trip myself. Now, I can push a button in my car and
have a nice lady on the other end send all the directions of my trip straight to
my car and talk to me along the way telling me when it is about time to turn. I
for one, am very thankful that our world is changing, and in countless ways, it
is changing for the better.
Libraries are another thing that have seen some changes in the past decades. A library of old was essentially a storage place for books. It was a quiet
place to be alone and read. Today, libraries around the country are changing
with the times. While they are a place you can still go to find and read in a
quiet place, they have become so much more! The libraries of today are
becoming the heart of a community. They are a place that brings people
together to collaborate and interact. They are a place with all of the latest
technologies available for everyone to learn how to use. They are still a place
to go to find books, but they are also now a place you can go to create and
make things. They are a place you can go to view art or take a class to learn
how to cook. You can learn how to use a 3-D printer or even use a large printer to create a professional banner you need for a family reunion. They are
adaptable so that they can quickly change or adapt as both the times and
technology changes. They are places that have special sections for all ages:
adults who want some quiet time, groups who want a place to meet and
collaborate for business, teens who want to hang out with their friends and
work on a school project together, or a place young children and their parents
who want to begin to find the joy in reading or creating things can go. A
library today is all of this to all of these people.
The Columbus Public Library has been in its current location since 1977. The
building it occupies was the home of Nebraska Public Power. When NPPD
moved locations, the library moved in and tried to fit their purpose into the
space they occupied. They adapted to the building the best they could for
many years. But as times have changed, the current library space is not able
to keep up with the changing purpose of a library of today, and especially, the
quickly approaching future needs.
It is time to move forward into the future and instead of making use of the
space we have, make a space for what we need. We have the opportunity to
create something we can be proud of and that can serve everyone who

currently calls Columbus their home. Let it be a selling point for those who are
deciding if they want to move to Columbus to make it their new home, and let
it be something for those people not even born yet, who will be living here long
after all of us are gone. Let us all work together in the coming months and
create something we can be proud of. Join us in continuing to advance our
great city of Columbus into what it has been named, ”The City of Power and
Progress”. The time is now to help Columbus continue to change for the better
and build a library that can serve us now and for future generations to come!

Calendar Connection
This is the last week to enter a story in our
short story contest. Any genre of story will be
accepted. If you can limit it to 20 pages or less
our judges would appreciate it. You can either

come into the library and drop your entry off
at Customer Service, or e-mail it to us at library@columbusne.us. Amazon gift
cards will be our prize again this year- $50 will be awarded to first place, $35
for second, and $20 for the third place winner. The winning story will also be
published in the library newsletter. So get writing! All submissions need to be
in by Monday, July 1st.

Calendar Connection
Come to the Columbus Public Library on
Saturday, June 29th at 2:00 p.m. for an
afternoon of music and storytelling. David
Marsh, from Humanities Nebraska, will
bring the Civil War to life with songs and
stories. Children and adults alike will enjoy,
learn, and sing along to songs from both
sides of this epic American conflict, and hear the origins of patriotic
songs like “Dear Old Dixie” and the “Battle Hymn of the Republic”.
Bring your family and friends to this free, entertaining program.

Calendar Connection

Today, many libraries are designing makerspace areas for kids and
adults alike to use. The tools and equipment in these spaces empower
people to make, create and learn new skills. Come up and turn your
ideas into action. Our makerspace will have open hours on Monday,
July 8th from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM.

Calendar Connection
Teen Summer Reading:
Anytime Activity July 1st-7th– DIY Kaleidoscope
July 2nd at 1:00 p.m.– 60 Seconds to Succeed
Complete crazy challenges in a minute or less!
Anytime Activity July 8th-14th– Read-In
July 9th at 1:00 p.m.– Gadgets & Gizmos
Try out the variety of technology the Teen Space
has to offer. From robots to virtual reality to 3D
printing, there’s something for everyone to try.
July 11th at 1:00 p.m.– Escape Room Challenge
Solve puzzles and piece together clues to escape the room!

Calendar Connection
Children’s Summer Reading: Each week has its own theme
Our Place Among Stars @ Your Library:
July 1st at 10:30 a.m.– Movie in the Auditorium
July 2nd at 10:30 a.m.– Space Exploration with the Edgerton Explorit Center
July 3rd at 10:30 a.m.– CPL Space Explorers (3rd-5th Graders)

To Books and Beyond @ Your Library:
July 8th at 10:30 a.m.– Movie in the Auditorium

July 9th at 10:30 a.m.– “Seuss-Sational Science” with the Omaha Children’s Museum
July 10th– No CPL Space Explorers (3rd-5th Graders)
July 12th at 10:30 a.m. at Ag Park Exhibit Hall– Story Time at the Platte County Fair

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
Cruel Fate– Kelley Armstrong

Two Weeks– Karen Kingsbury

The Kremlin Strike– Dale Brown

The Tinderbox– Beverly Lewis

A Prince on Paper– Alyssa Cole

Bitter Brew– G.A. McKevett

The Never Game– Jeffery Deaver

Deep Harbor– Fern Michaels

Under the Table– Stephanie Evanovich

The 18th Abduction– James Patterson

The Pandora Room– Christopher Golden

Neon Prey– John Sandford

Game of Bones– Carolyn Haines

A Silken Thread– Kim Vogel Sawyer

The Memory House– Rachel Hauck

Blessing in Disguise– Danielle Steel

Sullivan’s Promise– Joan Johnston

The Gordian Protocol– David Weber

Our monthly Tech Tuesday will be held
on July 9th from 6-8 p.m. on the first
floor of the East Wing. You are welcome
to bring your own electronic devices or
just explore the ones we have in the
library for patrons to use. This is a great
opportunity to ask any questions you
have about our online resources, or to
learn tips to better understand your own
devices. Call 402-564-7116 for more
information. Ask for Karen, Elicia, or
Melissa.

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Lisa Scottoline– July 1, 1955
Jeff VanderMeer– July 7, 1968
Candice Ransom– July 10, 1952

Donald E. Westlake– July 12, 1933
Clement C. Moore– July 15, 1779
Our CPL Book Discussion Group selection for July is
“Bad Blood” by John Carreyrou.
In 2014, Theranos founder and CEO Elizabeth
Holmes was widely seen as the female Steve Jobs: a
brilliant Stanford dropout whose startup "unicorn"
promised to revolutionize the medical industry with
a machine that would make blood tests significantly
faster and easier. There was just one problem: the
technology didn't work. For years, Holmes had been
misleading investors, FDA officials, and her own employees. Then Carreyrou, working at The Wall Street

Journal, got a tip from a former Theranos employee
and started asking questions. Here is the riveting
story of the biggest corporate fraud since Enron, a
disturbing cautionary tale set amid the bold promises and gold-rush frenzy of Silicon Valley.
We will have our book discussion on Thursday, July
25th at 7:00 p.m.

