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Before the Civil War, schools did not have
summer vacation. In rural communities, kids
had school off during the spring planting and
fall harvest while urban schools were essentially year-round. The long summer holiday
didn’t come about until the early 20th century.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Children’s Librarian Brad Hruska, and was
published in the June 28th edition of the Columbus Telegram.

Registration for Columbus Public Library’s, “A Universe of Stories” summer
reading program is still taking place, so families have time to sign up for the
out-of-this-world festivities. Participants will enjoy animated Monday movies;
learn from insightful Tuesday presentations conducted by Wildlife Encounters,
the Omaha Children’s Museum, and the Edgerton Explorit Center; and hear
wonderful Thursday tales told by wonderfully talented guest readers.
Students entering the fourth-sixth grades can also participate in the
Wednesday tween program entitled “CPL Space Explorers.” This program, a
partnership between CPL and Columbus 4-H, allows upper-elementary students to learn about the universe and space travel, while launching rockets
and cooking up tasty Pizza Ranch pizzas.
Families unable to participate in this year’s reading program are welcome to
enjoy the library when it works best for them. CPL’s Children’s Room provides
youth with anytime activities like our LEGO and Coloring Tables.
Parents and little artists can use the Coloring Table, which supplies crayons
and coloring pages to those who like coloring the hours away. Families can
take their paper designs home or they can display them for all to see.
Young builders can hone their engineering skills at the library’s LEGO Table
and can construct to their hearts’ content, using LEGO Duplos. The possibilities are endless when it comes to what innovative minds can create. Cars,
bridges, rockets, and even unique sea creatures have been made in the LEGO
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Zone.
Child-friendly AWE computers and iPads are also located in the Children’s
Room. These devices are preloaded with educational games that assist children in learning basic concepts like number recognition, phonics, and elementary-level science.
Parents and children are also welcome to fly the family-friendly skies at the
Columbus Public Library, using one of six library drones. These tech items are
for in-house use only and are limited to being flown in the children’s space.
The drones can be used to teach students the basic skills of operating these
specialized aircrafts, and avid flyers can use the drones to fine-tune their navigating skills by challenging themselves with the library’s indoor drone obstacle
course.
To access the drones, patrons must have a CPL library card and provide a
photo ID. Library staff needs to be present when drones are flown and minors
are required to have a guardian present when flying.
So if you’re looking for engaging summer fun, look no further than the
Columbus Public Library. Our 2019 summer reading program, “A Universe of
Stories,” is guaranteed to provide area children with events and activities that
they are sure to enjoy. The library also has awesome activities that families
can partake in at their leisure. If you have any questions about the great summer fun that can be had, contact me at (402) 564-7116 opt. 4.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS…
“Space Exploration with the Edgerton Explorit Center” on Tuesday, July 2 at
10:30 AM
“Seuss-Sational Science” on Tuesday, July 9 at 10:30 AM
“Wildlife Encounters’ Universe of Creatures!” on Tuesday, July 16 at 10:30 AM

Calendar Connection
Come join us for an afternoon of stories and songs.
On Saturday, July 13th at 2:00 p.m., well-known
guitar player, Daniel Christian, is coming to our
library. Daniel, a Nashville recording artist, has entertained audiences in theaters, churches, festivals,
stadiums, and living rooms across the nation. He has
opened shows for a diverse range of popular artists,
including The Fixx, Selah, Montgomery Gentry, and
many more.
Daniel has won two National Country Music Festival
awards, and has earned nine Omaha Entertainment
Award nominations in Nebraska, including Best
Singer-Songwriter, Best Alternative/Indie Artist, Best
Christian/Gospel, Album of the Year, and Artist of the Year.
His debut album, “I Am Merely Sand”, was released in 2007. Daniel’s second
album, “Hold Your Breath”, was released in the spring of 2010. Daniel’s third
studio album, “Speak”, was released early in 2013. In 2017, he released two
new albums, “Coffee” and “Toast”.
Daniel was a high school English teacher for 5 years before making music his
full-time occupation in 2008. He is a member of the National Academy of
Recording Arts & Sciences, the Nebraska Arts Council, and is a founding member of Nebraska’s chapter of the Nashville Songwriters Association International.
Come inside out of the heat and enjoy creating in our makerspace. Our
equipment is available for everyone to use. The room will be open on
Saturday, July 13th and Saturday, July 27th from 2:00 PM-4:00 PM, and
on Monday, July 22nd from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM.

Calendar Connection
For all you history buffs out there, we have a very interesting program coming up! On Saturday, July 27th at
2:00 p.m., Bill Hayes will present “Fight Against Slavery
on the Great Plains: Nebraska's Underground Railroad”.
Bill discusses the issue of slavery in the U.S. during the
1850’s, and the controversy surrounding the KansasNebraska Act. He also talks about how both issues
affected people moving to the Nebraska Territory. The
presentation describes the overall history of the Underground Railroad and how the movement became connected with the Great
Plains. Bill also explores how the Underground Railroad formed in Nebraska,

and emphasizes specific sites where escaping slaves most likely found refuge
on their journey north to freedom.

Calendar Connection
Teen Summer Reading:
Anytime Activity July 15th-21st– Book in a Jar
July 16th at 1:00 p.m.– Paint with Bubbles
Get your art on with some soap, some paint, and a straw. Wear clothes that are
okay to stain.
July 18th at 1:00 p.m.– Alien Beanies
Give new life to old, cast-off toys. Warning:
small stuffed animals will be harmed in the
making of this craft.
Anytime Activity July 22nd-28th– Guess Where

July 23rd at 1:00 p.m.- Henna Tattoos
Learn about the art of Mehndi and decorate
yourself for summer. Wear clothes that are okay
to stain. Permission slips are required for this
event.
July 25th at 1:00 p.m.– Snacks & a Movie
Make your own delicious snacks and enjoy an old movie.
July 26th at 10:00 a.m.– Party @ The Plunge
Summer readers can enjoy a morning at the Pawnee Plunge before the park is
open to the public. A picnic will follow in Pawnee Park. Participants must be
registered for the summer reading program and participate in some way in JuneJuly to attend.
All reading logs are due by Thursday, July 25th.

Calendar Connection
Children’s Summer Reading: Each week has its own theme
Galaxy of Furry & Feathered Friends @ Your Library:
July 15th at 10:30 a.m.– Movie in the Auditorium

July 16th at 10:30 a.m. – “Universe of Creatures” presented by Wildlife Encounters
July 17th at 10:30 a.m.– CPL Space Explorers (3rd-5th Graders)
July 18th at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.– Story Time

Space Race to Fun @ Your Library:
July 22nd at 10:30 a.m.– Movie in the Auditorium
July 24th at 10:30 a.m. at Pizza Ranch– CPL Space Explorers (3rd-5th Graders)
July 25th at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.– Story Time
July 26th at 10:00 a.m. at the Pawnee Plunge– Pool Party
Swim until 11:30 a.m., then enjoy a hot dog picnic in Pawnee Park

Please have your reading logs turned in to the library by August 3rd!

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564.
Wherever She Goes– Kelley Armstrong

Paranoid– Lisa Jackson

Redemption– David Baldacci

Dark Site– Patrick Lee

Whiskers in the Dark– Rita Mae Brown

Hot Shot– Fern Michaels

Those People– Louise Candlish

Blood Relations– Jonathan Moore

The Oracle– Clive Cussler

Unsolved– James Patterson

Sisters of Summer’s End– Lori Foster

Sting of the Wasp– Jeff Rovin

The Summoning– Heather Graham

Lost and Found– Danielle Steel

Before She Was Found– Heather Gudenkauf

Theater of Spies– S.M. Stirling

Cross My Heart– Robin Lee Hatcher

The Summer Country– Lauren Willig

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Mark Bowden– July 17, 1951
Cormac McCarthy– July 20, 1933
Lauren Groff– July 23, 1978
Robyn Carr– July 25, 1951
Beatrix Potter– July 28, 1866
Summer is the annual permission slip to
be lazy. To do nothing and have it count
for something. To lie in the grass and
count the stars. To sit on a branch and
study the clouds– Regina Brett

