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National Book Lovers Day harnesses all the
excitement bibliophiles feel about books
into one celebration on August 9th. A day
for all those who love to read, National
Book Lovers Day encourages you to find
your favorite reading place, a good book
(whether it be fiction or nonfiction) and
read the day away.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Library Director Karen Connell for the Columbus
Telegram on July 26th.
Aloha Columbus! Columbus Days is quickly approaching and as usual, will
be a weekend full of activities for all ages. Starting Thursday, August 15, the
Friends of the Library Book Sale at the Columbus Public Library, Lawnchairs on
the Square, and the Platte Valley Playhouse Melodrama in Frankfort Square
kick off the festivities. Friday at 5 pm, there will be a BBQ competition, bed
races, and inflatables downtown, and the United Way Lazy River Duck Run
and FlowRider Competition at the Pawnee Plunge. Frankfort Square will host
more entertainment with the pet show, street dance, and movie night.
The fun continues Saturday and Sunday so be sure to check out the Aloha
Columbus Days Schedule on thecolumbuspage.com. Come see us at the
Columbus Public Library booth on Saturday at Frankfort Square. We will have
fun games, giveaways, and information about the great things your library has
to offer.
Our booth will have information about the development of a new library
building project to benefit Columbus for years to come. Help us design the
best library building for Columbus by selecting your choices of add-on components. Do you want a community room that holds 150 people, 300 people, or
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something in between? How about increased space in the Children’s Room for
an interactive exhibit, or would you prefer dedicated space for a Children’s
Museum? How much dedicated space would you like to see for the Arts Council and art displays in a new library building? Vote for your favorite option for
each of these three components at our Columbus Days booth. If you miss it,
we will have an online voting option as well.
This year during Columbus Days, the Columbus Public Library will be hosting
a special traveling exhibition that celebrates the 150th anniversary of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Four double-sided panels will be on display in the
east side of the library’s first floor that celebrate important events in the university’s history, feature famous or impactful alumni, and describe the impact
the statewide University of Nebraska has had on the people of Nebraska for
150 years.
The exhibit contains fascinating stories about Nebraska’s history and the
positive impact students and faculty of the University of Nebraska continue to
have on the state and world. Advancements in high definition X-ray, drone
journalism, affordable rehabilitation equipment, agricultural innovation, and
water conservation have been made through the research done at the University of Nebraska. Professors and alumni have developed solutions to nationwide problems. For example, a vaccine for preventing and treating scarlet fever was developed by alumni Gladys Henry and her husband George F. Dick.
Professor William Loeffel waited 35 years for a meat laboratory to be built, but
established the university’s meat research in a blacksmith shop in the meantime. In 2002, meat scientists at UNL and the University of Florida identified
the flat iron steak, adding $1.5 billion of value to the beef industry.
In the past 150 years, over a quarter of a million degrees have been awarded, quite an accomplishment for a university that enrolled only 20 students its
first year. Stop by the Columbus Public Library to read the full stories and learn
more about what makes the University of Nebraska so special. The exhibit will
be on display at the library Thursday, August 15 through Sunday, August 18.

Calendar Connection

We have another great program coming up! For those
interested in local history, mark your calendars for 2:00
p.m. on Saturday, August 3rd. Columbus resident, Randy
Perault, will come to the library to give
a presentation on the history behind
the VCC camp of Platte County. The
VCC boys were comprised of veterans
of the Spanish American and WWI wars. This program is free
and open to the public.

Calendar Connection
We will have open hours in the makerspace on Saturday, August 3rd and Saturday, August 10th from 2-4 pm, and Monday, August 5th from 10 am-3 pm. If
you need to digitize documents, photographs, slides, or film negatives, the
Epson Expression 11000 XL flatbed scanner is the perfect tool for these jobs.
Our Trotec Rayjet 50 laser cutter and engraver is available for you to use on any
engraving or wood cutting and acrylic projects you would like to try. You have
probably heard about all the cool things you can make with a 3D printer. Come
in and check out our two 3D printers– the LulzBot Taz 6 3D printer and the
FlashForge CreatorPro. With these, you can import models or make your own
designs. The makerspace also offers a Graphtec 24” vinyl cutter, green screen,
and Oculus Rift for exploring the world of virtual reality. If you would like to

have a look at everything we offer, or try out some of the equipment, the makerspace is located on the second floor of the library in Rooms 222 and 223.

On Thursday, August 8th, an anti-bullying program entitled “Bully
B.E.A.N.S” will take place in the Children’s Room from 6:30 PM-7:30
PM. This free event is a partnership with local organizations, including
the United Way. The program will consist of a reading of Julia Cook’s
“Bully B.E.A.N.S,” an interactive, antibullying activity facilitated by Lynn Vollbracht
from Immanuel Lutheran Daycare, and a
craft conducted by Denise Kollath from the
United Way. Participants will receive a copy
of the book “Bully B.E.A.N.S.” and snacks will
be served.

Calendar Connection

Most hardback books are priced at $1.00.
Paperbacks and all children's books are $0.50.
Nearly new books (copyrights within the last 3 years) will be $2.50 each.
There will also be DVDs, books on CD, music CDs and more available for
purchase.

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
The Body Lies– Jo Baker

Say No to the Duke– Eloise James

The Stiehl Assassin– Terry Brooks

Tom Clancy Enemy Contact– Mike Maden

A Tender Hope– Amanda Cabot

Conviction– Denise Mina

Recursion– Blake Crouch

My Life as a Rat– Joyce Carol Oates

Shadow Warrior– Christine Feehan

When You Are Near– Tracie Peterson

Queen Bee– Dorothea Benton Frank

A Duke in Disguise– Cat Sebastian

The Friends We Keep– Jane Green

Fall, or Dodge in Hell– Neal Stephenson

Dark Storm– Karen Harper

Mrs. Everything– Jennifer Weiner

Summer of ‘69– Elin Hilderbrand

Skin Game– Stuart Woods

Our monthly Tech Tuesday will be held on
August 13th from 6-8 p.m. on the first
floor of the East Wing. You are welcome
to bring your own electronic devices or
just explore the ones we have in the
library for patrons to use. This is a great
opportunity to ask any questions you
have about our online resources, or to
learn tips to better understand your own
devices. Call 402-564-7116 for more
information. Ask for Karen, Elicia, or
Melissa.

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Jan Burke– August 1, 1953
Dennis Lehane– August 4, 1965
Sarah Dunant– August 8, 1950
Suzanne Collins– August 10, 1962
Stephanie Laurens– August 14, 1953
Our CPL Book Discussion Group selection
for August is “The Crossing Places” by Elly
Griffiths.
Forensic archaeologist Dr. Ruth Galloway
is in her late thirties and lives happily alone
with her two cats. But her routine days of
digging up bones and other ancient objects
are harshly upended when a child’s bones
are found on a desolate beach. Detective
Chief Inspector Nelson calls Ruth for help,
believing they are the remains of Lucy
Downey, a little girl who went missing a
decade ago and whose abductor continues
to taunt him with bizarre letters containing
references to ritual sacrifice, Shakespeare,
and the Bible. Then a second girl goes
missing and Nelson receives a new letter—
exactly like the ones about Lucy. Is it the
same killer or a copycat murderer, linked in
some way to the site near Ruth’s remote
home?
We will have our book discussion on
Thursday, August 29th at 7:00 p.m.

