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The form that the observance and celebration of Labor Day
should take was outlined in the first proposal of the holiday
— a street parade to exhibit to the public "the strength and
esprit de corps of the trade and labor organizations" of the
community, followed by a festival for the recreation and
amusement of the workers and their families.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Customer Service Manager Kelli Keyes, and was
published in the August 24th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
Willa Cather was born Wilella Silbert Cather on December 7, 1873 in Gore,
Virginia. When she was nine years old, her family moved to Nebraska. They
settled in Red Cloud, where Cather would attend school and graduate. Her
father opened a real estate office and her mother was a teacher. Willa Cather
was the oldest of seven children. From her Red Cloud neighbors, Cather
learned the love of music and literature. One neighbor, Mrs. Wiener, gave
Cather complete access to her large personal library. Another neighbor, Mrs.
Miner, played the piano for Cather, introducing her to the beloved classics.
Even the people of Red Cloud could see that Willa Cather was a “genius”
child. She was curious, active, and outgoing. As an adolescent, she befriended
the local doctors and showed an interest in medicine. She cut her hair short,
started dressing more like a man, and referred to herself as “William” Cather,
M.D. In 1890, at the age of sixteen, she graduated with hopes of becoming a
doctor.
After graduating, Willa Cather moved to Lincoln to attend the University of
Nebraska to learn more about medicine. When an English teacher submitted
Cather’s essay and it was published in the Lincoln Journal, Cather decided to
become a writer. During her five years at the University, Cather supported
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herself as a journalist.
Returning to Red Cloud, Nebraska after graduating from the university,
Cather hired on as editor for the “Home Monthly” magazine and moved to
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. From there she went on to edit other magazines and
to author her famous books and poems. You might recognize some of these
titles: “O Pioneers!”, “The Song of the Lark”, “My Antonia”, and “Death Comes
for the Archbishop”. During the 1920’s she made a name for herself as a leading American author.
On April 24, 1947, when Cather was 73, she died from a cerebral hemorrhage. She was living in Manhattan, New York at the time with her friend Edith
Lewis, whom she appointed her literary executor. Historically documented as a
complex and brilliant person, Willa Cather lives on through her many readers.
This brief little article about Willa Cather is intended to whet your appetite
for more. English Emeritus Professor, Steve Shively, is coming to the Columbus
Public Library on Sunday, September 22 at 2 pm to talk about our Nebraska
heritage in Willa Cather’s writings. Steve grew up in Columbus, Nebraska,
graduated from Columbus High School, and went on to teach high school and
college. He has just retired from Utah State University after 42 years of teaching. A great supporter of schools and libraries, Steve Shively returns to Columbus to share his knowledge of Willa Cather and her writings. He has even offered to reach out to the local schools and come give talks about Willa Cather
or other authors for gratis. Teachers, maybe you could offer extra credit to
students who attend the Willa Cather program! All are welcome and there is
no charge for attending. The Friends of the Library are hosting this Willa
Cather program sponsored by Carroll and Jane Novicki.
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September is Library Card Sign-up Month, a
time when the American Library Association
(ALA) and libraries nationwide join together
to remind parents, caregivers and students
that signing up for a library card is the first
step towards academic achievement and
lifelong learning. Disney and Pixar’s “Toy
Story 4” characters Woody, Buzz Lightyear,
Bo Peep and friends are joining ALA on an adventure to promote the
value of a library card. They’ll be reminding the public that signing
up for a library card opens a world of infinite possibilities: libraries
offer resources and services that help people pursue their passions
and give students the tools to succeed in school and beyond.

By focusing on efforts across the country to
remove or restrict access to books, Banned
Books Week (September 22-28, 2019) draws
national attention to the harms of censorship.
The books featured during Banned Books
Week have all been targeted with either
removal or restrictions in libraries and schools. While books have been and
continue to be banned, part of the Banned Books Week celebration is the
fact that, in a majority of cases, the books have remained available. This happens only thanks to the efforts of librarians, teachers, students, and community members who stand up and speak out for the freedom to read. Typically
held during the last week of September, Banned Books Week highlights the
value of free and open access to information. The entire book community is
brought together– librarians, booksellers, publishers, journalists, teachers,
and readers of all types – in shared support of the freedom to seek and to
express ideas, even those which some consider unorthodox or unpopular.

Calendar Connection
The mission of the Columbus Public Library is
“connecting people and ideas”. One of the ways
we have been implementing this goal has been
through our makerspace. This is a great place to
be creative and try out your ideas! Come up and see what we have to offer!
September Open Hours:
Saturday, Sept. 14th from 2:00 PM-4:00 PM
Monday, Sept. 16th from 10:00 AM-3:00 PM
Saturday, Sept. 21st from 2:00 PM-4:00 PM
Saturday, Sept. 28th from 2:00 PM-4:00 PM
Monday, Sept. 30th from 10:00 AM-3:00 PM
Along with all the crafts, games, books, and technology
available to teens, Jessica will be hosting some exciting new
programs in September. Check out the schedule below.
September 3rd at 7:00 PM: Anime Club
Come to the library and watch some great anime! To help set the mood, an assortment of Japanese candy will be available for you to try. You can also enter drawings to
win a Fairy Tail poster, an All Might vinyl figure, or Black Clover posters.
September 4th and 11th at 3:00 PM: Snacks will be provided
September 5th from 3:00 PM-9:00 PM: Harry Potter craft
Make your own Harry Potter wand!
September 12th at 7:00 PM: Harry Potter Trivia
How well do you know the world of wizards? We will have a drawing for a Harry
Potter coloring book and snacks will be provided!
September 17th at 7:00 PM: Face Your Fears
There will be several different food challenges to face. These include: hot sauce,
Oreos, baby food, and marshmallows. Will you be able to face your fears?
September 19th from 3:00 PM-9:00 PM: Harry Potter craft
Make your own owl ornament!

Calendar Connection
Our much anticipated regular children’s programming
will be starting up next week! Story Time and StoryART
will be back by popular demand. Also returning this
year are Monday Night Book Adventures, and the
once a month Super Sensational Saturdays. Beginning
September 3rd, CPL Word Warriors will begin its 5th
year. Students in 2nd-5th grades are encouraged to
read three chapter books a month. Once this goal is
met, participants complete a ticket to enter in a raffle at the end of each month to win
a book of their choice, Columbus Bucks, or a certificate to a local restaurant. Our first
drawing will be on September 24th. Check out what Mr. H has planned for the month
of September.
Story Time
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
September 5th– Book Fun
September 19th– Playful Pups

StoryART
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
September 12th– Creative Arts
September 26th– Fall Leaves

Monday Night Book Adventures
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
September 9th– Barnyard Antics
September 23rd– Furry Friends
Super Sensational Saturday
September 14th– Fantastic Fall Festivities

Your Columbus Public Library

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
Big Sky– Kate Atkinson

How Could She– Lauren Mechling

Fake Like Me– Barbara Bourland

The Right Sort of Man– Allison Montclair

One Night at the Lake– Bethany Chase

The Flatshare– Beth O’Leary

Patsy– Nicole Dennis-Benn

The Perfect Plan– Bryan Reardon

City of Girls– Elizabeth Gilbert

Gone Too Long– Lori Roy

Red Birds– Mohammed Hanif

A Rainbow Above Us– Sharon Sala

The Sentence is Death– Anthony Horowitz

The Rosie Result– Graeme Simsion

Ask Again, Yes– Mary Beth Keane

Oval– Elvia Wilk

After the End– Clare Mackintosh

Cowboys & Starlight– Jacqueline Winters

Our monthly Tech Tuesday will be held
on September 10th from 6-8 p.m. on
the first floor of the East Wing. You are
welcome to bring your own electronic
devices or just explore the ones we
have in the library for patrons to use.
This is a great opportunity to ask any
questions you have about our online
resources, or to learn tips to better
understand your own devices. Call
402-564-7116 for more information.
Ask for Elicia or Rachelle.

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Jesse Kellerman– September 1, 1978
Ward Just– September 5, 1935
Ben Coes– September 10, 1966
Dan Fesperman– September 15, 1955
Our CPL Book Discussion Group selection for
September is “The Wizard and the Prophet” by
Charles C. Mann.
In forty years, Earth's population will reach ten
billion. Can our world support that? What kind of
world will it be? Those answering these questions
generally fall into two deeply divided groups-Wizards and Prophets, as Charles Mann calls
them in this balanced, authoritative, nonpolemical
book. The Prophets, he explains, follow William
Vogt, a founding environmentalist who believed
that in using more than our planet has to give, our
prosperity will lead us to ruin. The Wizards are the
heirs of Norman Borlaug, whose research, in effect, wrangled the world in service to our species
to produce modern high-yield crops that then
saved millions from starvation. With our civilization
on the line, the author's insightful analysis is an
essential addition to the urgent conversation about
how our children will fare on an increasingly
crowded Earth.
We will have our book discussion on Thursday,
September 26th at 7:00 p.m.

Genius begins great works; labor alone finishes
them– Joseph Joubert

