Ash Princess Trilogy
While I was making my Facebook videos about the most anticipated books of 2020, one book in
particular caught my attention. Ember Queen by Laura Sebastian was published on February 4,
2020. Ember Queen is part of the Ash Princess Trilogy, with the other books being Ash Princess
and Lady Smoke. Laura Sebastian and her first two books are what will be discussed in this
article.
The author, Laura Sebastian, was born and raised in South Florida (the Redlands and Key
Largo) and has always loved telling stories–many apologies to her little brother who often got in
trouble because of them. No copies of her first book, a Cinderella retelling about angels circa
2nd grade, remain. Thankfully. When Laura isn’t writing, she’s probably reading, baking cookies
or cupcakes, buying more clothes than her overstuffed closet can fit, or forcing her lazy dog
Neville to take a walk.
Ash Princess
Theodosia was six when her country was invaded and her mother, the Fire Queen, was
murdered before her eyes. On that day, the Kaiser took Theodosia's family, her land, and her
name. Theo was crowned Ash Princess--a title of shame to bear in her new life as a prisoner.
For ten years Theo has been a captive in her own palace. She's endured the relentless abuse
and ridicule of the Kaiser and his court. She is powerless, surviving in her new world only by
burying the girl she was deep inside.
Then, one night, the Kaiser forces her to do the unthinkable. With blood on her hands and all
hope of reclaiming her throne lost, she realizes that surviving is no longer enough. But she does
have a weapon: her mind is sharper than any sword. And power isn't always won on the
battlefield.
For ten years, the Ash Princess has seen her land pillaged and her people enslaved. That all
ends here.
Lady Smoke
The Kaiser murdered Theodosia's mother, the Fire Queen, when Theo was only six. He took
Theo's country and kept her prisoner, crowning her Ash Princess--a pet to toy with and humiliate
for ten long years. That era has ended. The Kaiser thought his prisoner weak and defenseless.
He didn't realize that a sharp mind is the deadliest weapon.
Theo no longer wears a crown of ashes. She has taken back her rightful title, and a hostage-Prinz Soren. But her people remain enslaved under the Kaiser's rule, and now she is thousands
of miles away from them and her throne.
To get them back, she will need an army. Only, securing an army means she must trust her
aunt, the dreaded pirate Dragonsbane. And according to Dragonsbane, an army can only be
produced if Theo takes a husband. Something an Astrean Queen has never done.
Theo knows that freedom comes at a price, but she is determined to find a way to save her
country without losing herself.
You can find out more about Ember Queen by listening to my book talk on the Columbus Public
Library Facebook page. This trilogy is the perfect read before we jump into our Summer
Reading theme, Imagine Your Story.
If you have any questions, please call me at 402-562-4203 or email me at
Jessica.Wilkinson@columbusne.us.

