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In ancient Egypt, all ships visiting the city were obliged to
surrender their books to the Library of Alexandria to be
copied. The original would then be kept in the library and
the copy given back to the owner.

Libraries & Ideas
A lot is happening at the Columbus Public Library. Over the past month the library has launched a new
online search platform that makes discovering the library’s collection easier than ever before. We have
made our wireless internet connection available 24hrs a day. This change means the library is providing
access to the web and many library resources at all times. Story times are starting up again on August
20th. Three authors will be speaking at the library in August, details are below. After school programs
for young adults will begin with the school year. The Columbus Arts Council is hosting a new display
over the Columbus Days Weekend and the book sale will be taking place just across the hall. The library
is also diligently working to put together a successful fundraising effort and tirelessly promoting the
Library/Cultural Arts Center project. There are a lot of questions surrounding the project. Please read
below for some answers to frequently asked questions. We hope to expand this list as more questions
come up!
Why do we need a new library?
The library has outgrown the space it currently has. Waiting times exist for computers, space is limited
in the Children’s Room, space to expand the collection of books and other resources is limited,
restrooms are not ADA compliant and access to many areas are difficult for elderly and disabled
patrons. This facility will not only serve as a center for education and enrichment, it also will provide our
community with a competitive edge in attracting new business and new residents.
Aren’t libraries going out of date, with technology as advanced as it is?
The Columbus Public Library is heavily used. More than 136,000 people visited the Columbus Library
last year, using the library’s vast collection but also taking part in educational activities for children,
teens and adults. There were 161,400 Wi-Fi sessions and 40,000 public computer sessions in the past
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year. The Art Gallery had 8,000 visitors from 17 states and 3 countries last year. The Arts Council
educated and entertained 3,453 children. Imagine how many more people would use a new, modern
facility.
How much support is there for this project?
80 percent of study respondents representing Columbus and surrounding areas said that they
considered a new Library/Cultural Arts Center an important priority for Columbus.
Why is there a new location?
The new location is about one block east of the existing library. It will provide more room for parking and
it would not require relocating the fire station or tearing down other buildings.
Why do we need an auditorium?
There’s nothing currently like it downtown. The 300 seat auditorium will include a stage, dressing rooms
and a projection area. It would be used by the library for presentations and it would attract performing
arts productions for people to enjoy. It would also be used for community meetings and presentations.
Other auditoriums in Columbus, including the high school and community college, are regularly booked
with events.
Will there be more parking?
Yes, the new location will allow for more parking spaces.
Why is there a kitchen in the new design?
Kitchens are used for workshops and presentations, group meetings and for staff and volunteers. The
current library has two kitchens that are regularly used by the public and employees.
How much money do you need to raise?
Based on the strong support for this project, the campaign committee will seek to raise
$6 million to $8 million to help fund roughly half of the overall cost of a new Library / Cultural Arts Center. This amount will be comprised of gifts from individuals, families, businesses and foundations.
How will the city pay for the rest of it? Will my taxes go up?
I can’t speak for the city, but I know the City Council is supportive of the new location and would look at
all of the options available for funding, and members did say that property tax dollars will not be used.
How can people help?
We are in the process of recruiting volunteers for the effort—it is going to take a lot of support and
coordination. If you are interested in helping or know of someone who is interested, we would be
delighted to have their support. Contact Campaign General Chairs Mimi Ernst, Jim and Connie Hellbusch
or Library Director Drew Brookhart.
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Join Us For Columbus Days!
Library Staff and volunteers are gearing up for Columbus Days,
August 13th-16th. The Friends of the Library book sale will kick off
the weekend on Thursday evening and will be open to all from 69:00 p.m., with no preview fee. The book sale will be open Friday
from 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Saturday from 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., and
on Sunday from 1:30 p.m.-5:00 pm. All children’s and young adult
books, along with adult paperbacks are $0.25 each and hardcover
books are $1.00. On Sunday, we will offer our buck a bag sale.
There will be thousands of books of all kinds to choose from, so
make sure to stop by. Also, watch for our Bookmobile in the Grand
Parade on Sunday afternoon at 3:00 pm.

The Library is Gearing Up For Back-To-School Season!
With summer reading behind us, it’s now time to think ahead to the upcoming months. Mr.
H. has been busy fine-tuning the children’s programming schedule to make sure all kids will
be entertained while discovering the wonder and fun that books hold.
Returning for the fall are the always popular Story Time and StoryART held on Thursdays and
the once a month Super Sensational Saturday. Check out the following schedule for the
dates and themes of the August programs.

Story Time

Story ART

10:30 a.m.– Noon & 1:30-3:00 p.m.

10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30-3:00 p.m.

August 20th– Libraries & Books

August 27th– Everything Art!
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Great Books For Great Kids!
Runza will donate 15% of all sales throughout the day on Tuesday, August 25th to
the Columbus Public Library. These donations will be used to help purchase books
for the Children’s Department. Enjoy great food while knowing you are helping area
children discover the exciting world of books.

The Teen Space has been relatively quiet since the conclusion of summer reading,
but that will change once school begins this week! Rachelle is anticipating another
busy year and has come up with some awesome activities for the young adults.
Every Wednesday, when Columbus Middle School dismisses early, there will be a fun
game or craft set up. These events all begin at 3:00 p.m. and are free for patrons in
grades 6 through 12. Check out the schedule below for the
listing of the August programs.
August 19th– Welcome Back Bash.
Enjoy games, crafts and snacks
August 26th– Old School Gaming.
Checkers, Chess, Monopoly and more!
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Make plans to come to the library for this amazing event. Sharon Raimondo will kick it off
on August 27th at 7:00 p.m. in the Columbus Art Gallery. She will talk about her new book
“Big Sky”. We will hear about John, Raimondo’s main character, and how he and his family
suffered through the depression, dust storms, grasshoppers, illnesses, deaths, and poverty
in their efforts to build a farmstead. In her story, the theme that stands out is the kind
generosity of the other farmers in the community as they all struggle to make a living on
the Nebraska plains .
Alex Kava and Brock Car bring the event to a close on August 29th at 2:00 p.m. Alex will
discuss her newest book “Silent Creed”, the second in a series about Ryder Creed, a former
Marine, and his K-9 dogs. Maggie O’Dell, an FBI criminal profiler with her own series, is also
a character in the Ryder Creed books. Brock will talk about her first novel “Dead Behind the
Eyes”, which includes murder, addiction, and abuse of power.
All three authors will have copies of their books to sign and sell. The library also carries
these novels if you would like to read them ahead of the author visits.
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Check out our new catalog! We have been perfecting it since March and it looks and works
great. There are some new and interesting features which have been added. Patrons can now
develop personalized book lists. With our previous online catalog, you were able to see when
your items were due and place holds, but now you can also make lists of items you want to
check out in the future. You can keep multiple lists at a time. This is great for those who read
books from different genres.
With this catalog, you can also see series information and find titles or authors similar to your
favorites. The facets on the left are great for narrowing search results quickly and make the
catalog easy to browse if you’re not exactly sure what you want. There are user instructions on
the catalog to ease the transition.
You’ll notice we showcase our events calendar and the new additions to our catalog when you
log in. Links to our newsletter and website are also on the home page. Give the new catalog a
try and let us know what you think.
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There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any
of the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
Stone Mattress: Nine Tales– Margaret Atwood

Kiss Me– Susan Mallery

Badlands– C. J. Box

Beautiful Sacrifice– Jamie McGuire

Pinnacle Event– Richard A. Clarke

Untamed– Diana Palmer

Ever After– Jude Deveraux

Big Sky– Sharon Raimondo

If I Could Turn Back Time– Elizabeth M. Harbison

Those Girls– Chevy Stevens

Change of Heart– Molly Jebber

Tiny Little Thing– Beatriz Williams

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
H. P. Lovecraft– August 20, 1890
Ray Bradbury– August 22, 1920
Nelson DeMille– August 23, 1943
Leo Tolstoy– August 28, 1828
Oliver Wendell Holmes– August 29, 1809
Mary Shelley– August 30, 1797

There is more treasure in books than in all the
pirate’s loot on Treasure Island and best of all, you can enjoy
these riches every day of your life– Walt Disney Company

