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Most of Santa’s reindeer have male-sounding names
such as Blitzen, Comet, and Cupid. However, male
reindeer shed their antlers around Christmas, so the
reindeer pulling Santa’s sleigh are likely not male, but
female.

Libraries & Ideas
This article was written by Library Board President Lori Neid and was published in the
Saturday, December 5th edition of the Columbus Telegram.
We’ve started raising money to build a new Library and Cultural Arts Center in downtown
Columbus. While the dozens of campaign volunteers and our first generous donors are
obviously in support of this building project, which will house the public library, a new art
gallery, and abundant public meeting spaces, we know there are some in our community who
don’t necessarily support building a new building. Some are even questioning the need for a
library when “e-books are replacing printed books” (not true) and “everyone gets to the Internet on their phones” (also not true). Others believe the arts are “nice,” but hardly essential. I’d
like to go out on a limb and say that even if you (gulp) pitched the printed materials, or
unplugged the computers, or told the artists to go elsewhere, Columbus still needs this
inviting, modern building in the city center. It will be a vibrant hub, open seven days a week,
welcoming regulars and visitors alike. The new building will serve as our “community living
room” and it will showcase the value we put on people and quality of life.
To explain the “third place” or “community living room” concept, I turn to Ray Oldenburg, an
American urban sociologist known for writing about the importance of informal public gathering spaces. Oldenburg, and other sociologists, have learned that even though most of us spend
the majority of our time at home (a “first place”) and work (a “second place”), people also
benefit from being able to go to a “third place” in their free time. These third places, also
known as community living rooms, connect people to the community.
Think of the old-time barber shops where men used to gather to discuss events of the day, or
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the group of regulars who famously hung out at the bar in the TV show Cheers. Consider
today how many people will relax, or even work, in a crowded coffee house. Third places
function as our homes away from home. Inhabitants say they feel the same feeling of warmth
and belonging in a third place as they do in their own home, but unlike a private residence,
these are public spaces that bring us together.
So, while our new Library and Cultural Arts Center will have all the tech bells and whistles
that come with having a modern library, and it will be staffed with experts who can help us
find what we’re looking for on the shelves or on the web, and it will have lots of meeting
areas and quiet spaces, as well as programs and art to inspire us and attract visitors to town,
even with offering all of that, we may actually get the biggest bang for our buck from the new
brick-and-mortar building we’ll construct. Space matters and the existing 74-year old office
building doesn’t cut it anymore. We need to build this modern building to help keep our
community members connected and newcomers interested in what we have to offer here in
Columbus. We’re building a proper community living room that we will all want to call our
own.
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The Children’s Room has been full of holiday stories
and art projects the last few weeks. One of those
activities was decorating paper ornaments with
crayons and glitter, which Mr. H hung above the
Story Time rug. After this Thursday’s Story Time,
there will be a short break before the children’s
events start back up for 2016. You can continue to
bring your children to the library for books, DVD’s and play time on the computers
and iPads. For kids in 2nd-5th grades, there will be a book raffle on December 30th
for our Word Warriors program, so keep reading and entering
your tickets.
Story Time
10:30 a.m.-Noon & 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
December 17th– Christmas

Rachelle has come up with two awesome holiday events for young adults
to bring the year to a close.
December 16th– 3:00 p.m. Gingerbread Houses
Sign up sheet is hanging up outside of Rachelle’s office
December 30th– 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Movie Marathon
Bring your pillows, blankets, and bean bags to see three great movies. The
first begins at 10 a.m. and the last one will end before 5 p.m. There will be
popcorn throughout the day, and pizza and drinks will be served for
lunch.
All events are free for patrons in grades 6-12.
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Our first Food For Fines program was a huge success back in June so we decided to
offer it again! It will work the same as before. Bring in 3 or more cans of food, and we
will erase all late fees on your account. If you still have overdue books or DVD’s, bring
those in at the same time to waive any fees. Lost or damaged materials will not be
forgiven. All canned goods will be donated to the Platte County Food Pantry. This is a
great opportunity to start again with a clean slate, and also help less fortunate people
in our community.

There have been many great books added to our catalog recently. To place a hold on any of
the titles listed below, or another book, please call the library at 402-564-7116.
Patriot– Ted Bell

A Lesson in Hope: a novel– Philip Gulley

The Pilgrim– Davis Bunn

Dashing Through the Snow– Debbie Macomber

The Christmas Joy Ride– Melody Carlson

Marry Me At Christmas– Susan Mallery

Christmas Bells: a novel– Jennifer Chiaverini Christmas in Mustang Creek– Linda Lael Miller
Fire and Ice– Mary Connealy

Not Always A Saint– Mary Jo Putney

Front Runner– Felix Francis

Keeping Christmas: a novel– Dan Walsh

The Forgotten– Heather Graham

A Call To Arms– David Weber

Connecting Readers & Writers
Happy Birthday to these authors:
Jane Austen– December 16, 1775
Eve Bunting– December 19, 1928
Stephenie Meyer– December 24, 1973
Rod Serling– December 25, 1924
Andy McNab– December 28, 1959

Our hearts grow tender with childhood memories and
love of kindred, and we are better throughout the year
for having, in spirit, become a child again at Christmas
time– Laura Ingalls Wilder

